THIRD ANNUAL MESSAGE

OF

Hon. SETH LOW,

MAYOR OF BROOKLYN,

PRESENTED TO

’E}?N’k\\i“’ .
The Honorable the ,Common Counéil,

JANUARY 7, 1884.

BROOKLYN:
PRINTED FOR THE CORPORATION.

1884,



MEMORANDA OF DEPARTMENT REPORTS

SUBMITTED.
PAGE.
Doc. No. 1. Mayor's Message.. ... ..........ooonuen.... 3
2. Department of Finance.................... 33
3. Treasury Department...................... 37
4. Department of Aundit...................... 47
5. s Loaw ... ... . 51
6. “ City Works. ................ 91
T. o Assessment. ............ co.. 141
8. “ Collection . ........... ..... 145
9. “ Arrears. ................... 151
10. “ Police and Excise. ... ........ 159
11. “ Excise...................... 165
12. “ Fire.... ................... 175
13. “« Health. .................... 207
14. “« Buildings. .................. 235
15. “ Public Instruction........... 245
16. ‘- Public Parks................ 269
17. New York and Brooklyn Bridge............. 327
18. City Licenses. ... ... ... i 331
19. The Truant Home Janm(u Plank Road. ..... 335
20. The Incbriate’s Home, Fort Hamilton........ 345
21. Police Justices of Brooklyn................ .. 351

7 882518
5 @



THIRD ANNUAL MESSAGE

OF

Hon. SETH LOW.

MAYOR OF BROOKLYN.

-——

Mavyor’s Orricg, Crry Hawr,
BrooxLyy, January 7, 1884. §

To the Honorable the Common Council :

(GENTLEMEN :

I have the honor to hand you herewith the reports of the various
Departments of the City Government for the year 1883.

THE CITY DEBT.

The outstanding obligntions of Brooklyn, as shown in the Comp-
troller’s statement of city bonds and certificates of indebted-
ness, amount tO. . ... ..

Amount at credit of the sinking fund

Net debt, December 31, 1883, . ... ... ... oo i,

Net debt, December 31, 1882, .. ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ...,
Net debt, December 31, 1883, . ... ... ... i e

Decrease in 1883

Gross debt, December 31, 1883
Gross debt, December 31, 1882

Increase in 1883

#42,764,788 56
5,716,608 93

$37,048,179 63

%37,403,723 40
37,048,179 63

F443,548 77

#42,764,788 56
42,165,051 19

%399,737 37
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Incrense in 1883 . ... oo i
Deduet inerense in gross debt. ... .. ... . o

Showing decrease in net debt, asabove. . ... ... ... ... ...

Sinking fund, December 31, 1883, ... ... ... .. ...l
Sinking fund, December 31, I8R2. ... ... .. . oL

|3, T16,608 O
4,671,327 79

H1,045.281 14

. 599,787 87

| O®445,5343 77

The following tables show the changes in the various items of

the debt during the year:

PERMANENT DEBT PAYABLE FROM TAXATION,

Amount
Dec. 31, 1882,

Prospect Park.......... ... ........ ... 9,236,000 00
New York and Brooklyn Bridge ........... T 11L080,000 0
Mount Prospeet Square. .. ................ U000 00
Wallabout Bay Improvement. ............. 268,000 00
Soldier's Atd Fund. ... ... oL 252,000 00
Arrearage Fund Bonds ... ..oo o oo o oo ool

Bonds for pavment of old awards for lands
taken in former years for local improve-

Amount
Dee. 31, 1883,

F4.2:36,000 00
12,245,247 37
40,000 00
221,000 00
HI2000 00
1,650,000 00

BT T 2 200,000 00

Totals .. ..o CR2L236,000 00 FL1U423T 37
Incrense in debt for Bridg(; ................................... 1,155,287 37
Incrense in debt for Arvearnge Bonds........ ..o oo oL 1,650,000 V0
Tncrease in debt for Bonds of Awards. ..., ... ... .. ... 200,000 00
$3,005.237 37
Decrense in debt for Wallabout Bay......... ... ... .o .o ... 47,000 U
Increase in Permanent Debt. ... ........ ... ... ... ... ... ... 2,908,237 37

WATER DEBT.
Amount. Amount.
‘ Dec. 31, 18%2. Dee. 31, 1883,
Permnucut Water Loan ... ...... ceeaes L &9,35!},500 00 &10, 452,000 00

Increase in Water Debt, &592,500 00
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TEMPORARY DEBT PAYABLE FROM ASSESSMENTS.
i Amount. Amount.
Dee. 31, 1882. ‘ Dec. 31, 1883.
- —- - F —_
Brooklyn Local improvement.. ........... %213,000 00 | $213,000 00
Gowanus Canal improvement. ... ... ...... ‘ 116,000 00 92,000 00
Bushwick avenue improvement. . ............ 134,000 00 117,000 00
Union street improvement. ................ 194,000 00 194,000 00
South Seventh street improvement...... ... 157,000 00 137,000 00
Fourth avenue improvement .............. ! 273,000 00 : 248,000 00
Kuickerbocker and Central ave, Sewer. ... . 98,000 00 | e
Boulevard improvement .. ................ 842,000 00 . ..........
Assessment fund bonds. . ... oL 1,400,000 00 1,250,000 00
Assessment fund bonds, W. & S............ 1,500,000 00 | 1,200,000 00
Sewerage fund bonds. ... ... oo oL - 1,725,000 00 1,500,000 00 -
Certificates of indebtedness. . .............. . 237,551 19 137,551 19
Average Compilation bonds........ ... ... 30,000 00 30,000 00
Totals ... #6,919 551 19 . ¥5,118,551 19
i
Showing decrease in debt for— ;
Gowanus Canal improvement. . ... ... oo , %24,000
Bushwick avenue imsprovement. . ... ... o ool 17,000
South Seventh street improvement. . ... ... ... . .o oL | 20,000
Fourth avenue improventent . ........ .. ... .o i 25,000
Knickerbocker and Central avenne sewer. . ...................... i 98,000
Boulevard improvement ................ S 842,000
Assessment fund bonds.. ... L. e ; 150,000
Assessment fund bonds, W, &S, ... ..o i 300,000
Sewerage fund bouds ... oo l 225,000
tertifieates of indebtedness. ..., .o ol i i ! 100,000

Decrease in 1883, 1,801,000

TAX CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN ANTICIPATION OF
OF TAXES IN ARREARS.

Amount

THE PAYMENT

Amount

Dec. 31, 1882. © Dec. 31, 1883.

Tax CertificRtes. .. .. .............oovvn. ! $4,150,000 . %3,000,000

Decrease in 1883. 1,150,000

e e e

!
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RECAPITULATION.

{ Amount Amount
' Dec. 31, 1882, . Dee. 31, 1883.

e —e—_ RS —_—

Permanent debt......................... 21,236,000 00 £24104,237 37
Temporary debt..... ... ... o 6,419,551 19 2. 118,551 19
Tax certifientes....................... ... 4, 150,000 00 3,000,000 00
Totals.............o.. ... 232,305,551 19 =32 312, TRR 58
Water debt. ... ...l 9,854,500 00 10,452,000 00
Totals. ...............oounn #42,165,051 190 $42,764,788 56
Showing increase of permanent debt. ... . ... ... 2,958,237 97
Decrease of temporary debt. ... ... . ... ... ... 1,801,000 00
Decrease of tax certificates. ... ... .. .............. 1.150.000 00 2,851,000 00
Being an increase of gross debt, independent of Water Loan, of .. =7.237 37
Increase of Water debt. ... .0 .o L 342,500 00
Total inerense of gross debt ... ... .. ... L 300,787 35
Offset by increase of Sinking Fund. ... ..o oo o0 000 LOE32RE 14
Showing a decrease in net debt in 1883, of ... ..o oL SHSSE T

A few words concerning these tables may not prove uninterest-
ing.

The temporary debt payable from the colleetion of arrearages of

taxes and assessments, has deereased during the year to the

extent of. ...... e e e e ere e e 2,051,000
Of this sum, there has been paid off ... ... ... ... ... &1, 301,000
And there has been funded into 10-40 arrearage bonds. ... L650,000 2,951,000

ARREARAGE BONDS WITH AN OPTION OF REDEMPTION,

I have the pleaswre of noting in this connection that by a law
passed by the last Legislature, Brooklyn has secured the privilege,
alone among all the eities of the State, of issuing all her long bonds
with an option of redemption by the eity. While money is so
eheap as at present such an option is not likely to be so
valuable as it would have been twenty yewrs ago, but no one look-
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ing back over a period of twenty years and realizing the changes
it has brought, can look forward for a like period into the future
without feeling that the option is well worth to the city the shght
difference in premium that it costs. Beyond this, the funding of
this amount of arrearages means that Brooklyn has begun to pay
off by taxation some of the ascertained deficiencies caused by the
large cancellation of taxes and asscssments in arrears.

Besides paying off the temporary debt to the extent of $1,301,-
000, the city has issued bonds for new purposes in the following
sums :

Forthe Bridge.....ooovnii it #1,155,237 37
For the payment of old street awards. ..................o0aaee, 200,000 00
5 £ Y| $1,855,237 37

But notwithstanding this large issue of new bonds the increase
of the gross debt, independent of the water loan, is less than
$7,250. This is due in the main to the large collections of arrears.

The increase of the water debt is due to payments on account
of the large improvements in the water works effected during the
year, being issues on account of the following items authorized by
the Common Couneil of 1882:

For new pumping engine at Ridgewood. ... ... £177,500 00
For increase of water supply by 5,000,000 gallons daily. ............ 215,000 00
For new 36-inch main for Eastern District. ....................... 270,000 00
e Y £662,500 00

The new pumping engines are in place and under test.

The increase of the water supply was effected just in season to
save us from serious suffering from last summer’s drought.  Of the
new Eastern District main, 26,082 feet are in place out of a total
length of 29,674 feet, and the whole main will be completed and
in wse by early spring.

It would have been pleasant to have been able to report a de-
crease in the gross debt of the city as well as in the net debt. But
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it is something to know that the net debt has decrensed £450,000,
although we have spent

In improving the Water Works.. ... ......... .. .. (00,000
And in completing the Bridge.................... 1,150,000
Say in all fornew work........... ... oL $1,750,000

I can have the pleasure of reporting, however, that the interest
on the present gross debt of the city, though the debt on its five
is larger, is $14,000 less than the interest on the gross debt as it
stood a year ago. This is due to the payment of a large amount

of temporary debt, bearing 7 per cent. interest.

ARREARS OF CITY TAXISS DUE THE COUNTY.

_ There is one item representing in effect indebtedness on the part
of the city, which up to this time has been in snch a shape that it
has not appeared as city debt. The time has come, I think, when
it should be cared for, in order that the obligation may appear to be
where it really does rest. During the years 1878 and 1879 the city
paid of its proportion of the county tax only so nmch as was actnally
collected, and Brooklyn thus fell into arrcars to the county ta the ex-
tent of $548,928.03. In 1880 the law was so amended as to compel
the city to pay its share of the county tax in full, whether collected
or not. This prevented any further mrearage on the pmt of the
city to the county, and was in fact just, beeanse the county towns
are not in arrears to the county.  All deficiencies in the collection
of taxes on the part of the towns are assumed by the State which
sells the property in arrears to make itself good.  The county, in
the emergencey alluded to, when the city failed to respond in full,
issued certificates of indebtedness in the sum of $550,000, in order
to meet its cwrrent necessities.  These certificates remain unpaid,
although overdue, beeause the county has no resources from which
to pay them.  Meanwhile the city of Brooklyn has puid the interest
upon them year by year, and has so caried the debt. 1 recom-
mend that a law be passed authorizing the city to issue arrcarage




Mavor's MESSAGE. 9

bonds in the necessary amount to pay off these old county certifi-
cates, thus squaring the county’s account with the city. As already
stated, the city has always paid the interest, and to act in the man-
ner suggested is only to recognize, in fact, a debt we have always
recognized in effect. It is discouraging to find the effects of the
extravagance and wrongs of the past coming upon us in s0 many
forms, but each difficulty that is disposed of marks a necessary
step towards complete soundness.

ARREARS.
Up to December 31, 1879, the volume of arrearages increased

every year.

As showing the progress of collections from the arrears due the
city in the interval since 1879, the following table will be of
interest :

Exw&q of

: ’ Arrears collections

Years Collections. incurred. over new

‘ arrearages.
1880, ... $2,121,416 00 %1,712,143 00 £409.273 00
1881 ..t 2,975,961 00 1,890,086 00 1,283,875 00
1882 ... 2,615,188 00 1,435,804 00 1,179,294 00
1883, .. i 2,132,694 00 | 1,311,909 00 820,785 00
Totplsj ............. _:‘Eﬁi}),S-lSv,%D' 00 £6,150,032 00 $3,89§_,2‘37 00

From this it will be scen that the volume of arrearage is $3,700,-
000 less than it was four years ago, without reference to the reduc-
tion in the nominal amount of the arrears caused by cancellations.
By the completion in 1883 of the arrears ledgers, the compilation
of which was begun in January, 1882, it has become possible to
formn some accurate idea of the magnitude of the arrears problem
as it was, and as it is, and also to form some estimate of the extent
of the city’s probable loss therefrom.

2
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On the 14th November, 1883, according to the re-
port of the Comptroller, the city had claims
agninst property in arrears, without repgard to
default and interest, for taxes, water rates

and assessments, inthesnmof. . .. ... . 4,616,992 00
Arrearage incurred in 1883, certified to Register

on or before December 1, 1883, ... ... .. .. ... 1,311,909 00
Showing total arrearage December 1, 1883, ... .. %5,028 901 00
There have been cancelled under the arrear laws

Of 18%Y, claims to the amount of ... ... ... ... R37,231 00

Of 1881 . ... e 1,433,736 00

Of 1882 341,906 00

Of_ 1883, to November 15, estimated. .......... 270,000 00

%2,132,873 00
Cancelled by action of the Legislature, Courts,

Common Council and Board of Assessors. ... ... 1,410,999 00
Showing total cancellations. .. ... ... ........ ... 3,548,872 00
Excess of collections in 1880-1883 over arrcarage incurred. ... ... 8,700,000 00
Estimated total of arrears as it stood December 31, 1879..... ... ®13,172,773 00

Allowing for items actually in arrears, but which did not appear
in the city debt, T estimate that at its maximum the arrearage due
the city could not have been far from $14,000,000,  The situation
to-duy is as follows :

The temporary debt of the city payable from ar-

rears December 31, 1883, amounted to......... £5,118,000 00
Tax certificates. ............... . .o iiiiiaa.. 3,000,000 00 —
$£8, 118,000 00
Less face amount of claims against property in arrears........... 4,000,000 00
Showing on the face of the claims a loss of, say . ............ ... 2,000,000 00

Estimated loxs on outstanding eclaims through cancellations, and

from indebtodness before alluded to, due the county, and from
all pending Ntigations ..o o000 o L 2,000,000 00
Deticiencies already funded into 10--40 arvearage bonds .. ..., .. 1,630,000 00

5, 650,000 10

Showmyg estimated loss to city on account of arrcars, say
£6,000,000,
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In other words, the city at large is obliged to assume the cost of
purely local improvements to the extent of about $6,000,000, as
the result of the frands and extravagance and misgovernment of
the past.

Under the Arremrs Law of 1883, an attempt has been made for
the first time to deal with the whole question of arrearage. The
provisions for voluntary payments under the law expired October
1, 1883. Under these provisions the sum of $1,550,622.85 was
collected.  On the 1st of October it became the duty of the Board
of Assessors “to name a sum which they shall deem to be fair and
just to be now imposed as a tax, assessment and lien, in lieu of all
taxes, water rates and assessments imposed upon each parcel of
land prior to July 1, 1882, and whichh remain unpaid and in
arrents.”

On the 1st of May it was estimated that there were 44,000 par-
cels so in arrears. By the 1st of December the payments under
the voluntary clauses of the law had reduced this number to 32,000.
TUpon each one of these parcels the Assessors sit in judgment, fix-
ing a single item in lieu of the oftentimes numerous claims now
resting against them.

Independent of the certificates filed in other wards, to awecommo-
date individual owners wishing to clear their property from arrears
promptly, the Assessors have completed action with reference to
the first eight wards, with the following results:

Numbher of A t Amount
Whard, parcels monn 13 cancelled by
certified. certified. certificates.

D 284 131,963 *11R8.201
2 117 48,202 47,938
U 320 6037 . 0,058
Ao e 212 33,018 51,466
2 2PN 311 60,972 52,9388
L 2 594 112,911 94,073
e ; 1,206 T 260,880 300,222
B ! 1,869 ) 155,379 155,202

Totals.. . .... e 4913 EY0OAST S800,508
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The certificates fixing the amounts upon parcels in these wards
were filed on the following dates :

Ward1........... October 24, 1883 | Ward5.......... November 9, 1883
Ward2........... October 24, 1883 Ward6.......... November 28, 1883
Ward8........... October 26, 1883 Ward 7.......... December 31, 1883
Ward4........... November 9, 1883 | Ward 8.......... December 22, 1883

Under the law the amounts so certified may be paid without
interest for sixty days after the filing of such certificate. If not
paid by that time interest becomes chargeable at the rate of 6 per
cent. per annum from the date of filing of said certificate, and if
not paid within six months from the filing of such certificate, at
the rate of 12 per cent. per annum from the time of filing the cer-
tificate.

The payments of amounts certified by the Assessors have been
as follows:

) i
i Number of |

Whards. Parcels. Amounts.
_ o ~ _ 1

 CUTT PP % £10,374 73
e 14 i 2,801 94
B e 34 ' 7,455 62
G 19 3,486 82
A 24 1,206 39
B e e 59 , 717 87
e e e e e .. [ erriienes
B e e 11 638 50
Scattering............ ... ool 68 I 21,688 94
T L 274 | #52,980 81

This would indicate the number of parcels in arrears for any-
thing more than the tax of 1882 (which went into arrears Novem-
ber 15 last, and therefore is not before the Assessors) to be as fol-
lows :

Total number of parcels to be passed upon by Assessors................. 32,044
Number of such parcels so passed upon and now paidoff. ...... .. ... .. 274

LAVIIG . . ettt et e e e e B1TT0
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It is safe to conclude that parcels having no other arrears against
them, than the tax of 1882, if they have even that, have been
permanently restored to the lists of tax-paying property. I see
no reason to doubt that the law of 1883, will in time completely
solve the arrears problem. Some few amendments of detail have
suggested themselves, but in the main the law has thus far met all
reasonable expectations. Payments have been made under it in
large sums by parties who have hitherto treated all arrearage laws
with indifference, and I think the feeling has grown to be general
among the lawyers best acquainted with the subject, both that the
law will prove effective in its enforcing clauses and that it may be
looked upon as final legislation in the matter. In other words, I
think it has come to be believed that no better terms need be ex-
pected at any time by delinquents.

Under the terms of the act the city will sell the fee of the lands
upon which the certificates of the assessors remain unpaid for more
than one year. We have behind the law the great authority of the
name of the Hon. Williamm M. Evarts to warrant the belief that the
title so given will be upheld by the courts. A special provision of
the act enables the city, after six months, to foreclose, after the
manner of a mortgage, any lien as certified by the assessors, thus
placing within our reach a prompt determination by the courts
upon every point involved.

I congratulate the prompt taxpayers of the -city upon the near
approach, as I believe, of a complete settlement of this arrears
problem. Every lot relieved of arrearage contributes thenceforth
its share of the annnal tax, and while the deficiencies of the past
must be made up by all, it is a great thing to reduce the deficiencies
in each current tax levy.

THE BRIDGE.

I congratulate the city on the happy opening on May 24, 1883,
of the New York and Brooklyn Bridge. Certainly it is a great
pleasure to know that its demands upon our treasury for the issue
of bonds, have at last come to an end.
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The total amount of bonds, all of which are still
outstanding, issued by Brooklyn on account of

the Bridge, i1s. .. ... ... . L $£12,245,237 37
The amount of interest raised in the tax levy up
to 1884, on account of the Bridge, withont

compounding, i8................ ... .. £2,462,852 30

Showing Brooklyn's share of the cost, including
interest to December 31, 1883, to be. ... .. $£14,708,089 67
It is a novel but gratifving oceupation for the Mayor in his mes-
sage to speculate upon the income rather than upon the outgo in
this connection.
Up to the 1st of January the emmnings of the Bridge

R 053 ¢ - R $175,970 33
Expenditures on account of maintenance. ... .. .. 148,753 47
Showing net earnings of . .. ... oo o L 227,216 86

that is to say, up to this time the Bridge has barcly paid its
running expenses.

1t is to be borne in mind, however, that many expenses have fal-
len into these six months which will not oceur agaim.  Also that
the cars, which form the principal sonree of income and of profit,
have not been in anything like good runuing order for more than
two months.  The law requires Brooklyvn to place 150,000 u vear
in the sinking fund as against the Bridge bonds. The Board of
Estinate have assumed that this sum will be fortheoming to
Brooklyn this year from the earnings of the Bridge up to Decernber
31, 1884 If it is not so earned the tax levy of 1885 will lave to
contain not only $705,000 on account of interest on Bridge bonds,
as this year, but enough to make up any deficiency in the annual
payment to the sinking fund. It becomes a matter of much con-
cern, therefore, to see what are the ehances in the premises.  The
earnings of the Bridge the last two months have been at the rate
of $37,000 per month, or at the rate per annum of . ... $444,000
To pay to Brooklyn £150,000 would involve a payment to
New York of $75,000, oratotalof............... §223,000

Leaving for ruming expenses....................... $219,000
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The present rate of running expenses is in the neighborhood of

8300,000 per annum. I cannot help thinking that the pruning
knife, judiciously used, could considerably reduce this sum. Atall
events, the effort should engage the prompt attention of the
Trustees. )
"~ With all the charges incident to beginning met in 1883, I think
the city will have a right to be disappointed if it does not receive
this year at least enough to make the Sinking Fund good. From
this time on the city ought to receive a constantly increasing
amount towards the payment of the interest on the Bridge debt.
All this has very direet bearing on the rates of tolls. I am clear
that $705,000 per annum is as much of a charge as ought to be
put upon the taxpayers of to-day on account of the Bridge, for it is
to be remembered that the taxpayers of to-day not only have to
carry the direct burden of the structure when it is heaviest, but
they are also called upon to make large expenditures for streets,
schools and sewers, which have been of force deferred until
the completion of the Bridge. I am sure, therefore, that until
the ability of the city grows to be much greater, or until the earn-
ings of the Bridge grow larger, no change should be made in the
rates of toll that threatens to decrease by a dollar the income from
the structure itself. The tendency will be, and should be,
towards lower fures, but for the present we can very safely * make
haste slowly ” in that direction. i

WATER SUPPLY.

The situation of the city with reference to its water supply has
received my most earnest attention during the past year.

When the water works were originally projected, a supply of
twenty million gallons daily was provided for, and the works were
built to conform to this scale in every particular, except as to the
conduit. There was

L Supply—20,000,000 gallons.

II. Pumping power at Ridgewood—20,000,000 gallons, with
10,000,000 reserve.
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II1. A distribution reservoir at Ridgewood—storing 160,000,000
gallons.

IV. The conduit—with a capacity of 40,000,000 to 45,000,000
gallons.

In the interval since the completion of the works in 1859, we
have increased items I. and IIL.—the supply and the pumping
power. 'We have increased the supply to 40,000,000 gallons daily,
and have made the pumping power equal to 45,000,000 gallons,
with a reserve of 15,000,000 gallons. These things the city was
obliged to do, because the annual average consmmption of water
has grown to 36,000,000 gallons daily, while the winter average is
43,000,000 gallons daily.

Meanwhile, items ITI. and IV.—the distributing reservoir and
the conduit—remain as they were twenty-five years ago. It is
clear from this that the storage capacity of the distributing reser-
voir at Ridgewood should be doubled at once. In passing, let me
remark that the distributing reservoir at Ridgewood should not be
confused with the storage reservoir, so called, at Hempstead. Up
to 1871, the Ridgewood reservoir held more than eight days’ sup-
ply; now it does not hold five days’ supply. This storage at
Ridgewood is the city’s only protection against disaster resulting
from a serious interruption in the supply of water from the con-
duit. The city’s daily consumption of water reached 20,000,000
gallons in 1871. In twelve years, therefore, our margin of storage
at Ridgewood has been reduced in percentage almost one-half,
while the magnitude of the interests dependent upon the uninter-
rupted flow of water through the city has certainly donbled. I
conceive it to be the immediate duty of the city to enlmrge the
distributing reservoir at Ridgewood to double its present size.
This was suggested as desirable by Colonel Adams, then Chief
Engineer of the water works in 1873.  'What was desiruble in 1873
the lapse of time has made imperative now. The city already
owns one-half the needed land adjacent to its present reservoir.
The additional reservoir will eost approximately $500,000. It will
require about three years to complete the work. It should be be-
gun at once.
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Now, as to item IV.—the conduit. We are certainly within
5,000,000 gallons of the maximum capacity of the conduit, unless
we increase its capacity by raising the level of the dams at Bais-
ley’s Pond, Hempstead Pond and Pine’s Pond. In this way we
might increase the capacity of the conduit to 60,000,000 gallons
daily by deepening the stream which should run through it. Be-
yond 60,000,000 gallons daily we could in no case go with safety
to the conduit itself. But if we raise the level of these ponds,
which would cost $50,000, or thercabouts, we shall diminish our
supply from the strenms by increasing the depth of water ponded.
And this leads up to the fundamental question—the supply. We
have, at present, literally, no margin above the city’s needs, for the
minimum supply does not come at the season of the year when the -
consumption is smallest, but at a time when the consump-
tion is far above the average. This last year, for example, if we
had not been able to draw from Andrews & Co.s driven wells
3,500,000 gallons more per day than was contracted for, the city
would have suffered in the autunin all the inconvenienees of being
short of water.  In other words, if we had not in 1883 increased
the supply as it stood a year ago by 25 per cent., we should have
suffered very unpleasant consequences. At the present rate of the
city’s growth, an additional supply even of 20,000,000 gallons will
meet our needs only for ten or twelve years. If the city grows, as
we believe it will, under rapid transit even more rapidly than
hitherto, the rate of consumption of water will grow with the city’s
growth. Another element bearing upon the increase of consump-
tion is the new Eastern District main. More water per capita will
be used because more water will be given. We need not regret
this, for the ability to get good water in abundance should always be
one of the advantages incident to living and doing business in
Brooklyn. 1 speak of it in this connection only to emphasize the
importance of prompt and comprehensive action. In my opinion
we ought to take steps at once to secure an increase, not of five or
ten million gallons, as in 1883, but of twenty million gallons, and
that as part of a plan having in view an ultimate supply of at least
100,000,000 gallons.
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You will notice that such an increase of supply from the point
we have now reached carries with it, as a necessity, an inerease in
all the items, viz:

Of pumping power at Ridgewoodl.
Of the distributing reservoir at Ridgewood.

And, for the first time since the construction of the works, of
the conduit.

" No doubt we can pick up along our present water shed another
five million gallons by wells, but, this being done, the present
limit of the conduit is reached. Meanwhile it is to be remembered
that not only Brooklyn is growing, but the demand for water from
Jamaica, Garden City, and the whole country between the City
Line and Hempstead is increasing year by year. The swamps
also are belng dried up by cultivation. Owr stream supply, at
its best, some years ago, amounted to 20,000,000 gallons  daily.
Now it amounts only to 18,500,000 gallons. The records of the
Department of City Works indicate that the supply from the
streams grows smaller constantly.  Our whole increase in supply
of late years has been from wells. I apprelhend, therefore, that
the true policy of the city, in looking for a lage inercase of its
supply, 18 to go east, and so to tap new ponds and streams,  And
here we meet with another difficulty. The grade of Long Island
is so low that in order to get head to carry the additional supply
from the present eastern terminus of owr condnit at Rockville
Centre to the pumping station at Ridgewood, it will be necessary
to build at Rockville Centre a reservoir having suflicient height to
give the necessary full to the water, into which reservoir the water
shall be pumped from the conduit which brings the water from
the east.  The Chief Engineer suggests, for the present, to build
a new conduit castward so far as South Oyster Bay, of a capacity
equal to conducting fifty to sixty willion gallons dailv. By this
extension of ten miles to South Oyster Bay we should seenre an
mnediate nerease inonr supply of 20,000,000 gallons.  When,
ten or twelve years later, it becomes necessary to inevease the sup-
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ply to 100,000,000 gallons, it can be done by extending this same
conduit castward to Babylon. As to a supply of more than
100,000,000 gallons, we must leave the Brooklyn of twenty-five
years from now to plan and execute.

To bring the water from Rockville Centre to Ridgewood, there
are several plans under consideration, it being as yet undeter-
mined whether it is better to increase the capacity of the old con-
duit, or to lay an independent conduit for the increased supply.
All this has been matter of very careful study by the Chief En-
gineer and the Commissioner of City Works, and I have gone into
it at length only to acquaint the people with the actual situation
in order that public opinion may be prepared for the expenditure
demanded. Speaking approximately, and including the suggested
increase of the distributing reservoir at Ridgewood, it will require
an expenditure of $4,500,000 to place our water works in all their
parts on the basis of a supply of 60,000,000 gallons daily.

Including the time taken to condemn land and water rights, it
will probably take three years to accomplish this result in full, but
the city can no doubt avail of enough of the increasc as the work
progresses to meet the current growth of the demand. We shall
hardly have completed this work befoxe a further increase will be
wanted. But the work we now propose will be directly in the
line of future development.

I have said that the probable cost of this work will be in the
neighborhood of $4,500,000. It should be added that the income
derived through the growth of the city from the additional supply
of water will, no doubt, pay the interest on the cost, and provide
at maturity for the bonds which can be issued now at low rates of
interest. Im other words, the burden will not be felt in the tax
levy. So much for water.

THE SEWERS.

T have now to ask your attention to another matter touching
the City’s needs, in importance only second to this. I refer to
our sewers. There are scveral points in our sewcrage system
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which are defective, where the property which should be drained
is subject to overflow in cvery storm. These districts have all
paid for sewerage once, and they get such a parody on relief, as
overflowed cellars, whenever there isa heavy rain.  As the city
grows and the sewers become more largely used, these evils grow
worse. Lam clearly of the opinion that every motive of self-
interest, and of fair dealing alike, makes it the duty of the city to
remedy at once these grave defects. Of cowse I assume that
local sewers will continue to be paid for by the property drained.
I speak now of defects in the sewer system which cannot be
remedied unless done at the general expense. It will cost $1,500-
000 to $2,000,000 to remedy all such defeets. The cost of the
work should be met by bonds, thus scattering the burden over a
series of years. It would take three or four years to complete
the needed sewers, aud the issue of bonds would be divided
through a like interval. '

I am profoundly impressed with the belief that neither of these
works, the increase of the water supply nor the perfecting of our
sewer system can be deferred longer without serious damage to
the city. It has been one of the greatest evils in connection with
our arrears problem, as it has hitherto stood, and in eonnection
with the Bridge, in the large demands which that stiucture has
made upon us, that every need which by any possibility could be
deferred, has been put off for better times. This policy erowds the
present moment with pressing needs, which now, however, in the
betterment that has come, we ought to have the courage to face.

Besides providing for more water and making complete our
sewer system, there are two other directions in which Brooklyn
must spend freely, namely for streets and for schools.  As to our
streets, T am well content to accept the policy enforced by the ac-
tion of the Governor last year, in vetoing the bill which author-
ized the expenditure of £300,000 for street repairs, and which, by
the issue of certificates of indebteduess, would have distributed
the expense over a series of years. Let us do what we can and
what we must for our streets through the tax levy.
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THE PUBLIC S8CHOOLS.

With the present year Brooklyn adopts the policy of free books
in the public schools. 'While there has been a difference of opinion
both in the Board of Education and outside of it as to the wisdom
of this course, there can be no difference of opinion, now that this
departure has been taken, as to the importance of making free
books practically a success. The Board of Education have taken
hold of the matter vigorously, and I have no doubt they will
master the difliculties of the problem. In their efforts to this end
they shall have my cordial co-operation.

No one can glance at the report of the President of the Board of
Education without feeling that a condition of things exists as to
our schools generally which wrgently requires a remedy. I quote
from that report :

¢ Notwithstanding the number of new buildings erected and oc-
cupied during the year, I am unable to report any relief from the
general crowded condition that existed at the time of my last
report. The children come faster than we can make room for
them, and in some localities for nearly every seat provided there
are two applicants.  As evidence of the demand made upon our
new schools, at their opening, by primary pupils, I cite the follow-
ing: The new primary building to relieve No. 24 was opened on
the 4th inst., this being the last of the new buildings. The
crowd of children with their parents secking admission was so great
and the excitement so intense that for two days two policemen
were required to preserve order at the doors. In a building seat-
ing 676 pupils 899 were registered, the average ages being 8 years.
Only the fifth and sixth primary grades are admitted to this
building. It is not pleasant for me to state that many of these
children, 9 and 10 years old, have never before had a day’s school-
ing, because there was no public school into which they could gain
admittance. From the first day the class-rooms have been devoted
to half-day classes.

“The registry of attendance in October of this year numbered
67,314 pupils. Our regular seating capacity is but 64,200 or
3,114 less than the actual attendance. We have 76 classes, num-
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~ bering over 90 pupils each, and of this number 16 classes have
over 140 each, the largest class having 218 pupils. A large pro-
portion of these crowded classes are from necessity divided into
half day sessions.

“This is our condition after re-districting the city and re-organ-
izing several schools, thereby decreasing the number of grammar
classes and increasing the number of primary classes by eighteen,
and after building eight new school buildings, we have been com-
pelled to crowd and pack our school rooms without due regard to
the convenience, comfort and health of the pupils and to the proper
facilities and conditions for imparting instruction. * * *

“We have exhausted every means at our disposal to utilize space
save one. It is now the purpose of the Committee on Studies
to so revise the course of study that all grammar class rooms will

be full.

“ When this has been done we shall have no resource left by
which to gain space but to build new buildings.”

So much from the president’s report. I think T am not wrong
in believing that the people of Brooklyn consider no interest they
have so precious and so sacred as their public schools. There is
nothing, I am sure, for which they will so cheerfully submit to
taxation. And yet there is a limit even in this direction beyond
which taxation cannot go. In the last two years the Board of
Estimate have granted $1430,000 for an increase in school accom-
modation. This is a8 much as was granted in the previous six
years. I cannot foresee the day in the near future when Brooklyn
can afford to deal much more liberally than this even for new -
school buildings. The appropriation for 1884, $280,000, represents
about as large a sum as the Board of Edueation ean wisely handle
for building purposes in any one year. When it is remembered
that it takes $150,000 each year to provide enough additional
school room to keep pace with the eurrent growth of the city, and
when it is recalled that every additional school building adds per-
manently to the annual expense of supporting and condneting the
schools, and so increases necessarily the yearly allowance to the
Board of Education, it becomes apparent, if new buildings are the
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only remedy within our reach, that it will be a decade at least be-
fore the present deficiency in accommodations is made up. Ihave
gone into this matter at length because I wish to urge, with all my
influence, a remedy which in some quarters may be considered
heroic. I have little doubt that to the people at large it will com-
mend itself as common sense.

The report of the Board of Education lays great stress upon the
large numbers seeking admission to the schools at the bottom. I
desire to call attention to the small numbers which find their way
out at the top. Leaving out of consideration the Central Gram-
mar School, there were graduated by the then thirty-six grammar
schools of the city the following number of pupils: In 1878, 448;
~ in 1879, 418 ; in 1880, 482; in 1881, 508 ; in 1882, 474.

As a basis of comparison let us take the year 1882, and com-
pare Brooklyn with the city of Boston. We shall get the follow-
ing results :

Number of Average Average

! sittings in daily reg- ! daily at-
. schools. ister. { tendance.
— - S - - ! . :
Brooklyn.................oo oo | 62,108 61,501 { 54,372
I

Boston.................... ... .. ... 56,730 54,834 48,721

In Boston, in 1882, the number of pupils in the first, or highest
grammar grade was 1,875, the number graduated was 1,568. In
Brooklyn, in 1882, the number of pupils in the first, or highest
grammar grade was 2,172 (occupying sittings, by the way, for
2,857), and of this number there were graduated only 474. I be-
lieve our highest grammar grade is divided into two sections, in
which case the figures, in this aspect, are somewhat less unfavor-
able to us than they appear to be. Four schools graduated two
each, from classes occupying in all, sittings for 138, and number-
ing on the register 112,  The following table, indicating the schools
having in 1882 their lowest, or sixth grade primary classes, over
100 on the average in number, is equally suggestive:



24 Mavor's MEessage.

Average of First Grammar Grade.

School + Sixth Pri- ! -
No. mary Classes.  Sittings. No. on Reg.  Graduates.
0.0 oo 104 0 35 18
12 102 8 39 : 19
15 123 122 m ' 30
6. i i 103 - 166 109 . 40
18. ; 202 110 66 ' 9
23 : 117 © 156 124 6
24 130 .2 49 15
25 116 40 36 10
2 125 % 81 ) 19
B } 109 ;40 30 2
5. ' 105 D . B 119 : 32
3T . 114 93 54 12

Twelve schools, 1,167 853 a2

Now, what do these figures mean? They mean, first of all,
“that in twelve schools, where the lowest primary classes averaged in
each school in 1882 above 100 in number, sittings were surrend-
ered in the highest grammar grade to the number of 1,167, for the
accommodation of a registry of 873 pupils, producing as a result,
the paltry graduation in one year of 212 graduates. This small
graduation must signify one of two things—either that the in-
struction in our grammar classes is wonderfully ineflicient, or that,
under one pretense or another, pupils are retained in the higher
grades in the grammar schools after they should be sent out of the
schools. T have little doubt that this latter is the true explanation.
The heroie remedy I wish to suggest for the present overcrowding
of the primary classes is to crowd out the scholars at the top in-
stead of at the bottom. It scems to me eclear that Brooklyn has
been making it as hard to get out of the schools as it is hard to
get into them. We never can build school buildings enough to
meet the demand unless the outflow is a8 certain and regular as
the inflow.  The cowrse of studies laid down by the Board of Ed-
ucation is intended to be completed in seven years. T suggest
that the Board cause an investigation to be made of the number of
pupils in the schools who have been there over seven years.

It 1s hardly fair to keep some children beyond,the reguirements
of the cowrse, while others are shut out altogether. The rules of
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the Board require a guulmtmn from the schools in I‘ebnm.ry an
well as in June. If that graduation this vear is as insignificant
as usual, I shall call npon the Board for an explanation of the
reason why, as to each school in detail.” By June, I confidently
rely upon such action on the part of the Board as will secure a
graduation which will compare favorably with the results achieved
in Boston. It is not gratifying to the people of Brooklyn to re-
alize that with 5,500 more pupils in daily attendance upon the
schools here than attend in Boston, that we graduate 474 where
Boston graduates 1,568 ina given year.  After a most careful
study of the subject, I have reached the conclusion that the num-
ber of grammar schools in Brooklyn having classes above the
third grammar grade can be advantageously reduced from thirty-
two In number, as they now stand, at least to twenty. I com-
mend to the Board of Education another redistricting of the
city with this end in view.

In connection with this they should determine that no class, on
any pretense whatever, should be maintained anywhere having
fewer scholars than as below: In Grade A 1, 35 ; Grade B 1, 40;
Grade A 2, 40; Grade B 2, 40. In this way, I believe, accom-
modation equal to three new school buildings can be added to the
primary departments without expense, while at the same time
setting free for new classes forty-five or fifty teachers, and in ad-
dition to all this increasing the efticiency of the grammar classes
themselves by improving the quality of their work. The com-
munity will not be satistied with the Board of Education if it ac-
complishes this year less than this. 'While I have dwelt so long
upon this subject, it is due to the present Board of Education to
say that every step they have taken has been in the right direc-
tion. They have increased the primary sittings by about 5,000.
They have rearranged the pay of teachers so that the youngest
pupils shall no longer be placed under the care of the most inex-
perienced teachers. They have redistricted the ecity in such a
way a8 to make available for primary purposes, without expense,
space equal to an entire new building. They have much raised
the standard of new teachers appointed. In the time in which

4
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they have had to work they have accomplished as much as by
any reasonable person could have been expected.  The manner of
appointing teachers may perhaps be susceptible of some further
improvement. I ineline to the training school idea, if not too ex-
peusive. I commend it to the Board of Education to consider
thoroughly. There is no direction in which the principle of ap-
pointment on mierit should be more stringently insisted upon. T
hope to see the Board press right on in the direction I have indi-
cated—setting before themselves as their ideal the purpose of
making Brooklyn's primary accommodations equal to all demands,
and of guality second to none afforded by any eity in the Union.
When this has been accomplished, but not before, the grammar
departments may be developed to the highest point to which the
judgment of the community desires to carry them.

THE DEPARTMENTS.

In regard to the work of the departments in general, little need
be said.  All have been conducted with a fair degree of efliciency,
and some of them with marked success. The general health of
city has been excellent, the death rate for 1883 being 22.04 per
thousand, as agninst 24.84 in 1882

The growth of the city is shown in the following comparison :

Period. Number of ! Estimated

new buildings. | cost.
_ o
Dec. 1, 1882, to Dec. 1, 1888, ... oeeveeeen.e.. 2.602  R12,093.452 00
Dec. 1, 1881, to Dec. 1, 1882.... ... ... . 0. 2.376 10:356.263 00
Excoss in 1883 over 1882 ...........oooo.e. .. ! 816 &1.707,189 00

THE PARK DEPARTMENT.

The expert’s examination of the accounts of the old Park Com-
miission has been completed, and a report has been handed to the
Comptroller.  This report developes an indebtedness due by the
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city to the National City Bank of $53,946.38 as cash January 1,
1884, for moneys spent by the old Park Commission in improving
Ninth avenue and Fifteenth street, which expense was subse-
quently authorized by the Legislature. It will be necessary to
issue ¢ity bonds in this amount to pay off this loan, hitherto stand-
ing in the name of Mr. Stranshan. The authority to do so is
given by an act of the Legislature passed in 1875, During the
last vear the Board of Supervisors obtained from their counsel, the
Hon. John B. Meyenborg, an opinion to the effect that the present
Departinent of Parks could not exercise control over the Ocean
Parkway because the Parkway lies outside of the city, while the
Park Commissioners, as now constituted, are appointed by the
Mayor. This opinion seems to make it desirable for me to say
that, before the present Park Commissioners were appointed by
the Mayor, all questions as to their jurisdiction over lands outside
the city were examined independently by the Hon. John A. Tay-
lor, the Hon. Wm. C. DeWitt and the Hon. Joshua M. Van Cott.
These gentlemen, after pursuing their own investigation, each in
his own way, all reached the same conclusion—that the powers of
the Department of Parks, as appointed by the Mayor, were un-
(uestionably identical with the powers lodged in the old Park
Commission, no less as to those lands lying without the city limits
than as to those which lie within the city.

EXCISE.

The unending strife on the Excise question has been continued
in Brooklyn throughout the year. Whatever just eriticism of de-
tails may be made on either hand upon the doings of the Execise
Board, it remains to be said of them that at different periods they
have incurred the hostility of both extremes. T think much of the
criticism to which the Board has been subjected on the part of the
temperance element is due to the fact that the community at large
has little realization of the powers of the Excise Board or of the
conditions under which they are called upon to act.  In the matter
of granting new livenses the Board ean exercise some control. By
the report of the Excise Board T observe that 237 applications for
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license were refused in 1883, Those who have had experience in
resisting a single application will realize how great an amount of
pressure resisted is involved in this simple statement. It will
enable them also to understand why the element which desire
licenses, as well as themselves, find fault with the Commissioners
of Excise.

Coming now to the question of revoeation of licenses, I find that
the Excise Bourd in 1883 revoked thirty-six licenses.  In the same
interval, so far as I have learned, there have been in the courts
just two convictions by a jury for a violation of the Excise Law.
There has been one appeal to the cowrts from the decision of the
Excise Board, on the gronnd that the Board of Excise had revoked
8 license in a case where a jury had acquitted the same party.
The judge in this instance has reserved judgment now for more
than three months, the saloon in the mean season doing its busi-
ness under the protection of his court.  In other words, the Exeise
Board has exercised its punitive power cighteen times as often as
the courts have done. I doubt whether an administrative depart-
ment can sustain itsclf, if it is much more than this in advance of
the temper of the community, as expressed in the jury-box.

The grounds npon which revocations of licenses are ordinarily
sought are for selling liquor on Sunday, and latterly for selling
liquor to minors under 14 yews of age. I need not say that no
Excise Board truly represents me which would hesitate for an in-
stant to revoke a license upon either of these grounds. In my
opinion it would represent an enormous advance in the well-being
of the community if the spirit of the law upon these points could
be reflected in practice throughomt the city. The Excise Board
will co-operate heartily with every reasonable movement to make
the enforcement of the law in these respects more vigorous. But
before the Excise Board can accomplish more in this direction, it
must be enabled to see that the selling of liquor in Brooklyn with-
out a license is a prawtical mpossibility. The whole question of
the action of the Excise Board in this connection is a question of
the charucter of the evidence upon which they shall base action
It is idle to ask the board to adopt a rule of evidence differing
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materially from that adopted in the courts. To do so would be
simply to harass and annoy those doing business under a license
while the courts decline to close the places of those who sell with
out a license.

To bring this matter to a practical conclusion. There are in
the city, as evidenced by the report of the Excise Commissioners
and also by the communication addressed to me by the Police
Commissioner, a number of places where liquor is being sold with-
out a license. These places have passed beyond the jurisdietion
of the Excise Board. The names and addresses of these violators
of the law will be furnished on request to those who believe that a
more stringent enforcement of the excise law is desirable in Brook-
Iyn.  The police will do all in their power to aid them in securing
evidence, and if through the District Attorney and the courts they
can cause these places to be broken up, the Excise Board will
move cheerfully in the sane direction.

Some suggestions occeur to me as to the general question of Ex-
cige, which, from the opportunities I have had of observing the
matter from the standpoint of administration, may prove of use.
The chief point of objection to the present Excise law, to my mind,
lies in its fundamental structure. It gives to three men the arbi-
trary power, practically without cause, to say to one man: You
may do this business, and to another : You shall not. I think of
no parallel to this power in any other department of government.
1t is this control over the fortunes of men which makes an Excise
Board, if composed of unscrupulous men, so dangerous a political
power. Free the liquor dealers, as a class, from this influence,
and they will divide, as other men do, on political questions. I
believe that whatever restriction in the number of saloons, an Ex-
cise law aims to accomplish, that restriction ought to be auto-
matic in the law itself. This can be brought about in two ways ;
either—

First—By limiting the number of saloons to a fixed proportiog
of the population, and providing some method for determining
who shall conduct such saloons; or,
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Secoud——-By fixing a Heense fee so high as itself to work a re-
striction in the nluubel of saloons, and yet not so high as to Tead
to a general sale of liquor without license,

The second plan would, T am inclined to think, in large cities,
y ? Ll

give the most satisfactory results. The ouly discretion T would

leave with the Excise Board would be to decide, as between the

property owners in the respective neighborhoods, whether or not

a given place should be used for saloon purposes.

T would also commend for consideration the propricty of mak-
ing a sharper distinction than now between distilled and formented
liquors, by making two lcenses; one for the sale of distilled
liquors only, and the other for the sale of fermented liquors
only. TUnquestionably the more these two things can be kept
apart the better. In wmy opinion, the wbitrary diseretion now
lodged in the Excise Board is the great difficulty with which the
Excise law has to contend when cases are tried before the conrts.
Were this element taken out of it, I think publie sentiment would
more largely sustain the luw even in the jury box.

THE WATER FRONT.

The past year has brought one decision touching the relations
of the city to its water front which is of interest as well as imn-
portance. The city built a pier & number of years ago at the foot
of North Sixth street, without having title to the land under
water upon which the pier stood.  The owner of the upland on
the southern side of the street took, prior to 1882, the sonthem
half of the pier away from the city by widening it upon his own
ground. In another ease, action similar to this had been held to
be lawful by the Comt of Appeals and the city lost its pier. In
the spring of 1882 those interested in the npland on the north-
ern side of North Sixth street enjoined the city from eollecting
wharfage on the other side of the pier, and commenced an action
ugmnst the city for damages in the swn of ¥25,000, founded
One-half against this picr, and one-half against another.  The
Special Term, while deciding in so many words that the plain-
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tiffs had no proper grant for the land under water upon which
the northern half of the pier stood, still awarded one of the
plaintiffs £5,000 damage. The case will, of course, be litigated
by the city to the Court of Appeals, but in view of this de-
cision, I felt it good judgment to concede to the owner of the
upland on the southern side of the street, who had already taken
from us our pier, a waiver of opposition to & grant to him by the
State of the land under water upou which the southern half of the
pier stands, upon receiving from him and the parties of whom he
bought the upland, & waiver of all claims against the city for
damages and for wharfage collected. It is a sorry outcome from
such an expenditiwe by the city, but it is better than paying
damages besides.

CIVIL SERVICE.

The year 1883 will be memorable in the annals of the country
for the first State Civil Service Law passed in the United States
by owr own great State of New York. Icongratulate our own city
that, under the eighth section of the State Civil Service Act,
Brooklyn has been the first ¢ity in the Empire State practically to
inaugurate the reform. Already she has a goodly companionship
in the movement in the City of New York, and the promised sup-
port of Buffalo, and possibly of Rochester.

I am happy to know that the Aldermen-at-Large, of whatever
party, were elected upon a platform distinetly indorsing this law,
and I have no doubt it will be given in Brooklyn a full and fair
trial.

The eighth section of the act alluded to contains these words:
“Tt shall be the duty of all those in the official service of any said
city to aid and facilitate, in all reasonable and proper ways, the
enforcement of all regulations, and the holding of all examinations
which may be required under the authority conferred by this sec-
tion.” Meanwhile it may be proper for me to say that no warrant
for salary will be signed by me in behalf of any new appointee not
appointed in conformity to the regulations duly issued under the
authority of the Civil Service Act.
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RAPID TRANSIT.

At this writing it is impossible to say whether the city is, or is
not, definttely nearer to the securing of rapid transit. Nearer we
certainly are, for a universally recognized need is already half met.
But my words upon this point will be few, because of the uncer-
tain situation in view of pending applications. I need say no more
than that I realize more and more keenly every day that rapid
transit is Brooklyn’s one great necessity outside of its current
wants. In this connection I desire to say most clearly that the
city will never realize its full benefit from the Brooklyn Bridge
until there 1s continuous travel over that structure from any point
in Brooklyn to any point in New York. Itis of the utmost con-
sequence, of course, that every passenger traunsported across it
shall pay toll to the two cities, and that no company shall be
allowed the use of the Bridge to the exclusion of others. But any
consummation which permanently stops short of taking people
across the 1iver for a single fare without a change of cars is wholly
unworthy of the Bridge, of the two cities, of the times in which we
live, and of the spirit of the American people.

More than this, the capacity of the Bridge is very limited if
confined to dragging cws back and forth; but for continuous
travel, without switching, the capacity of the Bridge 1s as limitless
as that of the Pacifie Ratlroad.

One needs to be no prophet to foresee for Brooklyn a great and
splendid futwwe. The people of the city have vindicated their
right to respect by winning the commendation of the whole coun-
try, from Maine to California. Great matertal opportunities
entrusted to a people who have shown themselves worthy, are sure
of great development.  'We have only to be true to ourselves, to
care for the reputation of our city as a very precious thing, to deal
uprightly in all things, and above all to be watchful and self-sacri-
ficing in our eity’s behalf, to secure for Brooklyn all that her fond-
est sons can ask for her.

Respectfully,
SETH LOW,
Mayor.,
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DepartMENT OF FINANCE,
CoyrrroLLER'S OFrFICE, Crry HALL,
Brookryx, December 21, 1883.
Hon. Sera Low, Wayor :
Dear Sin:

In accordance witl, the usual custom of this Department, I
have the honor to submit you a Statement of the Bonded Indebt-
edness of the City, as it exists at present, and as it will appear
December 31, 1883, together with other matters of interest to the
public which are pertinent at this time. The situation of the
debt will be found to be as follows :

Statement of City Debt, December 31st, 1883,

TrtLE oF Loaxs, Amount Amount Increase.  Decrease.
Dee. 31, 1882 Dec. 31, 1883,

PEKMANENT DERT PAYABLE |
FROM TAXATION, ; ‘ |

Prospect Park .. _........ " &0,236,000 00 £9,236,000 00

New York Bridge. . ... .... 11,090,000 00 12,245,237 37 1,155,237 37

Mount Prospect Square. . . 90,000 00 90,000 00

Wallabout Bay  lmprove-

ment ............... .. 268,000 00 200000 L., 47,000 00

Soldiers” Aid Fand ... 302000 00 532,000 00

Arrenrage Fund Bond. ... ... .. ... .. .. 1. 630,000 00 1,630,000 00

Loeal Improvement ..., .. .. ... ... 200,000 00 200,000 00

221,286, (K6 00 %24, 194,237 87

WATER DEBT.
Permanent Water ... ... .. 0,850,500 00 510,452,000 00 592,500 00

~

bl



34 REPORT OF THE

Statement of City Debt, December 31st, 1883, (Continned.)

TITLE OF Loaxs. Amount Amonnt Inerease, Decrease.
Dec. 31, 1RR2, Doo 31, 1?*‘*3
TEMPORARY DERT PAYABLE
FROM ASBESSMENTS. '

Brooklyn Ln(nl Tmprove-

ment ... 218,000 00 213,000 00
Gowanns  Canal Improve-

ment. ... 116,000 00 92,00000 oL 24,000 00
Bushwick avenue Improve-

ment ................. 134,000 00 117,000 00 . . RV 17,000 00
Union street Improvement 194,000 00 194,000 00
South Seventh street Im-.

provement ............. 157.000 00 137,000 00 ....... - 20,000 00
Fourth avenne Improve-

ment ... 273,000 00 24800000 ... ... ... 25,000 00
Knickerbocker and Central :

avenue Sewer.......... . 98,000,00 ... ... ... 98,000 00
Boulevard Improvement. .- 84200000 ............ .......... 842,000 00
Assessment Fand Bonds .. 1,400,000 00 1,230,000 00 ... .. ... v 150,000 00
Assessment  Fund Bonds, - .

W &S C1L,500,000 00 1,200,000 00 . 300,000 00
Sewerage Fund Bonds. ... 1725000 00 1.500.00000 ... ... ... 225,000 00
Certifientes of Indebteduess REFIRY B RN H I i) U5 £) JU 100,000 00
Arrearnge Compilation, : ‘

Bonds ...........e.... | 30,000 00 30,000 00 !

—— e —

| £6,919,551 195,118,351 19
H - 0
I !

Tax Certifientes.......... 4,150,000 00 3.000.000 00 ... ... .. 1.150,000 00
RECAPITULATION.
TrrLE oF Loaxs. . Amount . Amount Titerease Decrease,

TDec. 31. 1882, Dec. 31, 1883,

Permanent Debt, . ... . ... 21,236,000 00 24, 1‘!4 2 %7 '37 2,058,287 37

Water Loan. . ........... 9,234,500 00 10,452,000 00 392,500 00

Temporary Debt. ., .. GOTHSST 1O S TIRAS 1O . L 1,801,000 00

Tax Certiticates. ., .. RN 4.150,000 00 3,000,000 00 1, 150,000 00
Gross Debt o000 . =42 165, 0)1 ]" 4.’ 7()4 TSR 563,550,737 KT Z G451, 000 00

Less Sinkine Fand L oL . 4167327 79 3, 716,60%8 03

Net Debt. ... .. ..., \h 4493, 72‘3 4“ h 04R 179 63
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Sales of Tax Certificates and Bonds of various kinds have been
wade during the year, and they are as follows, viz.:

Tax Certificates, 4 percent. ... ... ... ... $1,000,000 00
Bridge Bouds for interest on and completion of

the Bridge, 4 per cent. ... ..o ool 1,155,237 37
Arrearnge Bonds, 4 per cent., 1040 . ... ... ... 1,650,000 00

Local Tinprovement Bonds, for payment of awards

for lands heretofore taken by the city 4 p. ¢. 10

FOAMS L oot e 200,000 00
Water Bonds. ... .o 592,000 00

84,597,737 37

It will be noticed from the above that Bonds and Certificates
Lave been issued for the year amounting to $4,597,737.37, and,
during the sane period Bonds and Certiticates have been paid to
the amount of $3,998,000.00, making an increase iu the bonded -
indebtedness of $509,737.37.  But as the Sinking Fund has m-
crensed in the same time to the amount of $1,045,281.14, the
actual indebtedness of the city will be decreased to the amount of
S445,543.77.

Sales of Tax Certiticates, bearing 4 per cent. interest, were
made at an average premiwm of 1.67 per cent., fouwr per cent. Local
Twprovement Bonds, at an average preminm of £.58 per cent.;
four per cent. Arrearage Bouds, at an average premium of 3.96
per cent., and four per cent. Bridge Bonds brought un average
premium of 8.69 per cent.

The premium received on the sales of Bonds for the year
amounts to $141,451.62.

The compiling of the Arrears Ledgers has been completed, and
the amount ascertained to be in wrears on Novewber 14 was
$£4,616,992.02, and the amount transterved fromr the Colleetor of
Taxes to the Registrar of Arrears was $1,096,664.10, making a
total in arrears on the 15th of Novewber of $5,713,656.12.

Under the various laws of 1880, ‘81 and ‘82, and by the Cowrts
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and other sources the cancellations up to December 31, 1882,
amounted to the sum of £3,273,871.85, and are as follows, viz.:

Under laws of 1880......... ... .. ... .. ...... $ 87,231 16
« S £ 3 1,433,736 05
“ “ 1882 L 341,906 03

81,862,873 24
By action of the Legislature, Courts, Common
Council and Board of Assessors .............. 1,410,998 61

$3,273,.871 85

The Board of Audit has completed the examination of the ac-
counts of Rufus L. Scott, former Registrar of Arrcars, and they
having been found correct, his bonds have been swrrendered.

The accounts of the late Registrar of Arrears Michael O'Keefte
are now being examined, and the work is progressing satisfactorily.

The accounts of the Collector of Taxes have been examined
from November 9, 1877, to November 30, 1882, inclusive, and
found to be cormect.

The accounts of the late Comptroller Semler have been ex-
amined and found correct; also, the accounts of the City Trea-
surer have been examined for the years 1881 and 1882 and found
correct. ,

The aceounts of the City Clerk have been examined and fouud
correct up to April 1, 1883.

The accounts of the Depurtment of Parks, Health, Fire, Police,
and Excise and the Police und Justice Courts have been examined
up to January 1, 1883, and were found to be correct.

The Income and Maintenance Account of the N. Y. and
Brooklyn Bridge has been examined from May 24 to October 1,
1883, and found correet.

Expert accountants have re-examined and put in book-shape
the accounts of the Board of Park Comnnissioners, aud will be
ready to make their final report some time during the present
month.

Very Respectfully yours,
A. BRINKERHOFTF,
Comptroller.
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OF THE

TREASURY DEPARTMENT.

OFFICE OF THE Cr1Y TREASURER, i
: Brookryx, December 6, 1883.

Hon. Sern Low, Mayor:
* DEAR SIr:

In response to your request, I herewith submit my annual re-
port. This embruces a summary abstract of all the cash transae-
tions of the City as shown by the books of this department for the
full year ending November 30, 1883.

Very respectfully
Your obedient servant,
W. H. FLEEMAN,
City Treasurer.
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Warrants paidd on account of the Bowrd of Education during the

year ending November 30th, 1883, and charged tu the following
accounts.

GENERAL Funbp.

Teachers’ wages............... ... ... ..., JNHTLING 24
Janitors’ wages, ... .o i 41437 21
Officers’salaries.............................. S 3008 TT 0
Music Teachers’ wages. ............. ... .. ... c 12,020 49
Salary of Librarian. ... ... ... ... oLl 0 00
Evening Schools. ... L 17,048 80
Printing........ ..ol 4,877 6%
Books. ..o oo e 86,3502 39
Fuel...................... M 31,340 86
GRS .o 2,211 40
Bupplies ... ..o o i 12,604 21
Orphan Asylums. ..o oo oo 19,510 53
Compulsory edueation. ............ ... . ... 11379 74
Expressing Books............ .. ... ... R 916 63
Library Fund . ... ... ... ... ..ol 3336 62

— &1L, 126,178 5

Specian Fuxb,

Employees inworkshop. ... ... o oL ®15,608 72
Warming and ventilating. ... ... ... ... ... 11,000 99
Repairs and furnishing. ... ... ... .. ..o 39, 4R8 8]
Pinnosand repairs. ..o oo o o oo oL 1,397 W0
New building for No. T...... ... ... ... .. ... 39.5345720
New primary building for No. 13..... ... ... 20,435 V0
New primary building for No. 25, .. ... .. 13,327 02
New primary building for No. 21 and 24. ... ... 29,631 20
New primary building for No. 26...... ... ... .. 20,476 45
New building for colored No. 1. ... ... ... . ... 240024 0
New building for No. 40.... ... ... ... ..... 20,284 40
Wings for No. 30 oo 18,220 00
Rent ..o o 9,238 34

- s /e - 200,302 13

Revenue Fund. . ... oo 10,318 00

£1,426,79% 70

TREABURER'S OFFICE, W. H. FLEEMAN,

BrookLyxN, Dec, 4th, 1883 T reasurer.
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Warrants paid u’unng the year ending November 30th, 1883, and
charged to the following arcounts.

i
GENERAL FUND.

Money derired from Tar Lery and balance nf
Rerenue Frund, Anguat 31t, 1882, X

Public Instruction. ... .. e e ‘i‘ﬂu 925 10
County of Kings.............c.o oo 1,785,210 63
Interest on City debt. ......... ... .. ... oL : 916.660 00
Lighting streets. ... ..ot 325,550 42
Maintenance of publicParks.................. , 117,445 07
Dispensaries and Hospitals. . ..o 0aoL ! 54,000 00 -
Department of Police and Excise. ... .. ... . .0 29,402 08
Repairing streets. ... ... ... .. ' R4,409 17
Advertising in Corporation papers.............. | 54,000 00 -
Department of Health. ..................... ... 14,756 17
Cleaning streets. ... iiiiiini.. ‘ 95,035 00
Repairing sewers. ... % 25,810 59
Department of Fire.......................... ; 76,646 02 ¢
Maintenance of Eastern Parkway.............. i 5,079 60
Maintenance of Qcean Parkway, ............... ' 10,083 71
Wells and pumps. .. ............ e " 15,414 64
Election expenses. ... ... . ... . .o, i 51,075 40
Rent for Public Buildings. .................... 11,515 7t
Repairing Publie Buildings. ... ..... ..o 7,037 08 |
Repairing bridges........ ..o 4,148 87
Piersand docks. ......iiiiiinienaa.. e 12,866 20
CONbINEONCIES . ot it iiee it i ineeeinanenn | 18,383 75 |
Removal of garbage., ... ... ... ... ... .. ... 11,955 10 '
Printing and stationery......... ... 17,331 31
Gas for Public Buildings. ... ..vovvenneen..... 3,149 51
Truant Home, ..o oo oo ; 3,635 81
Repairing patent pavement.................... 7T.207 927
Department of Buildings........... ... ... i 51 96
Publiebaths. ... ... ... ... ... i 3,219 50 !
Bedford Avenue, repairing, &e.........Ll 1,794 73 ¢
Contingencies, (omptroll(x soffice.............. 176 94 !
Contingencies, Mavor's oftice.................. ! 629 40
Assessiuents on city property, Board of Education 9,000 00
Celebration, Fonrth of Julv.o ..o 2,985 75 -
Fountain, Division avenue. ... . ............... i '
Fountain, Broadway and Fourth atreet. ........ ' 500
Fountain, Washington and Underliill avennes. .. 92 00
Fonntain, Bedford and Roger avennes. ... .. .. .. 5 00
Moenunment, Greenwood Cemetery . ... ..., 50 00
Removal of rtreet obstruetions. . ... ... 1,202 25
Supplies for public buildings. ... .. ... ‘ 2,056 50
Breaks on streets, specinl ... oL, 3.040 62
Fuel for publie buildings...ooocooo L ' 3.504 18
Salariex, Mayor'soffice. ... oo oL 10,482 7
Salaries, Aldermen......... ... ... ... .. ... ... . 29,313 29

Carried forward. ... ..o oL 4,808,500 61
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. -

Warrants paid during the year ewling Norewber

(Contimied.)

GENERAL Frxn i

Brought forward....................... 4,808,500
Salaries, Department of Finance. . ............. 40,248
Salaries, Treasury Department. ... ... ..., .. : 9.1499
Salaries, Department of Collections, .. .......... 39407
Salaries, Department of Assessments. ... .. ... 42,338
Salaries, Department of Law.................. 21,156
Salaries, Department of Arrears. . ... ... .. ..., ; 33,272
Salaries, City Clerk's office, ................... L 15566
thlries, City Courts. ... ... e ' :
Salaries, Board of Awdit. ... ... ... ... ... ;

Salaries, Board of Elections. ... ... ... .. ...

Salaries, Department of Building=. ..., ... ... 14 474
Salaries, Department of Fire................ . 319,401
Salaries, Department of Parks. .. .. 9.759
Salaries, Department of Police and Excise, . TN
Salaries, Departiuent of Audit. ... ... ... ... 11,220
Salaries, Department of Docks, ... ..o Lo 6,9:34
Salaries, Department of Health ..o oo 0000 46,678
Salaries, Department of City Works. . ... .. 93,443
Salarvies, Trunnt Home ... oo oo oo L. )
Salaries, Department of Finance, special .. ... . 11 N3t
Installments on principal on city debt ... ... 350,000
Redemption of Certificates of indebtedness. ... .. 100,000

Moxey DERIVED FROM WATER REVENUE, )

Whater maintenance . ... ... ... 2219,346
Interest on permanent water bonds. ... ... ... B} B i)
Snlaries, Department of City Works. ....... ... IRG, 6 {4
Transfer to Sinking Fund acconnt of payment of

bonds. ..o 220,000
Refunds, &eoooo oo T

Moxey DERIVED FROM BoNDR aXD CERTIFICATES.

61

3044, 1883.—
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34
99
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00

New Yord and Brooklyn Bridge. .......... ... . RR]3.333
Interest on Bridue Bonds.. ... ... ... ... ... 136, 107
Water Construetion. . ... 0. ... 41214
Third Avenue Sewer Extenxion ... .. [N 30,026
Cleaning Streets, Speeinl oo 00 oo oo "H 655
Salaries, Departinent of City Works. ... . ... 21311
Arrearage Fund transferred to Sinking Fund for

payment of Bonds ... oo o 0 o oL N2, 000

Carried forward. ... ... . . L

F6,223.960 65

R1,242,641 57

=2 663,632 34

-‘Z'l(), 732,243 56
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Warrants paid dwring the year ending November 30th, 188'0;;—

(Continued.)

Amount brought forward................

MoNeY DERIVED FROM ABSBESSMENTS.

Sackett Street Improvement...............
Prospect Park Improvement...............
Third Street Improvement................
Atlantic Avenne Improvement.............
Fourth Avenue Improvement..............
Kent Avenue Basin Improvement.......... r
Gowanus Canal Improvement..............
Union Street Improvement................
Bushwick Avenue Improvement...........
South Seventh Street Improvement........
Central Avenue Sewer....................
Bedford Avenue Improvement.............
Metropolitan Avenue Improvement.........
Newtown Highway....................... :
Union Street Improvement................ i

GEeNERAL FUNnD.

Tax Certificates. ............ ... ... ...,
Premiumson bonds............ ... ..........
Repairing streets by law......................
Firemens’ Insurance Fund................. ...
Arrearage expenses of 1883. ... ... ... ... ... :
Advances on meter account refunded’....... ...
Licenses, City Clerk..........................
DogFund..... ........ ... .. ..o
Taxes refunded..............................
Docks and wharves. ..........................
Dekalb avenue, grading. . .....................
Bridge Celebration...........................
Grading, 30th street. ... ... ............... ...
Badeau's real estate. . .......... ... ... ...
Watermeters......................... ... ... :
Cruelty to Animals. .......................... ;
Cruelty to Children. .......................... I
Contingencies, Department of City Works......
Contingencies, Department of Law.............
Default and interest on taxes.................

Moxey Derivep rroM Excise Funp.

$32,651 94
10,430 11
6,478 65
9,532 14
3,571 91
6,012 61
16,146 76
9,376 69
3,073 44
5,334 39
1,205 41
5,534 64
80 00
1,408 73
12,784 24

$2,150,000 00
75,599 42
52,443 75
17,500 00
14,595 76

7,411 00
1,409 83
1,208 16
6,813 61
681 56
5,086 39
4,647 30
751 59
360 00
22 75
846 50
60 00
496 74
1,395 59
895 72

$10,782,248 56

$124,559 66

$2,342,115 67

Orphan Asylums. ................ ... .. .. $27,670 52
Charity Homes........ ..................... 24,286 88
Industrial Schools .. .. ... ... ................ 9,525 04
Dispensaries and Hospitals. ... ............... 5,786 24
Inebriates Home. ... ... .................... 38,727 50
Police Pension Fund................. . ..... 32,561 00 138,557 18
1
Carried forward. ............... ........ e ... $13,332,476 07

6
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Warrants paid during the year ending Novender 30th, 1883, —

{Conchuded.)
= o e | | — =
Amount brought forward................ 1 %13,332,476 07
i
RepeEMrTIioN Frnp, i !
Redemption of property sold for unpaid taxes, .. . 31,510 46
SreciaL Funp, ! {
1 :
Asgessment Fund Bonds. . ... 000 L0 L "R 430,000 00
Sewerngre Fund Bonds ... ... ..o L, 225,000 00,
Sewerage Fund .. .. ... .. .o o ool : 42,128 50 )
Opening and widening streets. ............ ..., 5K, 364 62
Street Improvement Fund............... ... .. ’ 388 12 ‘
Defanlt and interest on Opening and Widening, !
Streets. ......... P 54,005 RY
Assessment Fund, Woand S, ... ... ... .. L AR T
Interest on Assessment Fund Bonds......... ... 173,14 82
i——— -——— 21,003,771 67
Revexve Fonp.
Interest on tax certifieates............ e e ZIRIBOR 05

Judgments.....
£195,987 89

L ’_I‘otnl payments. ... EERE TR '$14,563,746 09
*
Crry TREASURER'S OFFICE, W. H. FLEEMAN,

BroorryN, Dec. 5th, 1883 City Treasurer.
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REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT.

Avprror’s Orrice, Crty HaLy,
BrookLyy, N. Y., December 5, 1883.

Hon. Sera Low, Mayor :
DEsr SR :

In compliance with your request of the 20th ultimo, I respect-
fully submit the following statement of the business transacted in
this Department, commencing December 2, 1882, and ending
December 1, 1883.

.The following table exhibits six thousand four hundred and
ninety-five (6,495) claims, amounting to three million eight hun-
dred and sixty-eight thousand five hundred dollars and forty
cents ($3,868,500.40 ) which were examined and allowed, viz.:
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Statewent of Claims Awdited from Dee. 2, 1882, fo Dec. 1, 1883,

YEAR. Month. Week ending.  No, of Amount.
Claims,
1882.......... December. December 9. | 156 | R01.723 42
e o ! o 16, 138 | 33,860 93
. “ ‘ R WS T S B (O WSO
e o | s 30. 0195 S B
1883.......... January. © January 6. . 48 20,055 TH
K ‘ ] “ 8. 133 68376 77
S ¢ “ 20, RS 6.:336 54
e January. ! ¢ 27, 70 2356 31
e January & February. Febrnary 3. 7 194 173,350 29
K February. “ 10, . 104 24,078 38
Y ¢ . 7. 12,527 1%
S ‘¢ e RS BT R.6Y1 70
G Fehmary & March. | March 301 195 - 162,882 52
L March. ! . 10, | 86 25,045 91
K o | “ 17 1 64 4,945 45
L e s “ 24, I 67 10,323 82
DO “ o 31. 180
L April. April 7. I 108 !
K . “ 14 83
R ‘ ¢ 21 2 :
L “ “ 28 1 68 30,237 51
L, April & May. May 5. ) 194 190,185 59
L. May. i 12, l 100 30,711 26
K o “ 19 0 112 30,416 70
e s ¢ 2., 64 9,302 01
L May & June. June 2. 4 106 154,055 29
. June. “ 9 | 143 62,684 U5
e o o 16. j 137 108,833 R6
DN “ o 23, 194 T 166254 IR
G o “ 30, 230 186.491 30
R July. July 7. , | RE 68,016 13
L “ * 4. 159 1 86,359 96
o - “ o1, 1on 20901 62
G « “ 28 1 80
e July & Angust. Angust L I )
e Augnst, ¢ 1. 1 90
L . s IR ] 9,528 94
. “ “ 25, 1 61 | 2tsae 01
e August & September. . September 1. | 160 l 174,405 98
B September. “ R, | R ! 30,300 22
K o ) “ o 1200 T4158 15
L " ! ¢ 22 0 M 11,414 25
Ll “ l cog 194,463 98
e September & October. October 6. 125 44,788 52
e October. ¢ 13. JEE] 03,686 46
e . e R R 21,467 00
L | ¢ s 2. o7y 2R,804 47

¢ ’ October & November. i November 3. © 192 1 206,424 77

Amonnts carried forward, . ... %6,001 53,522,669 13
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Statement of Claims Audited ﬁ'mn Dee. 2, 1882, to Dec. 1, 1883.—

{Concluded.)
YEAR. Month. ! Week ending. | No. of |  Amonnt,
: Claims,

Amounts brought over..... ... ... ... 8,001 %3,522,669 13
November. ‘ November 10. 124 93,409 64
[ : « 17. 112 63,000 75
. “ o 21. 112 28,587 07
e \()vembor & December December 1. 146 173,833 81
Total number claims audited .. .. ... e 6.495 —_—
Tntnl amonnt of claims audited............ SR RRRRIIE e ‘5‘3.868 500 40

General Fund . ... ... ... .. ... ... . ... 82,808,381 51
Special e 007,223 84
Revenue * ... . . . e 5,915 05

%3,808,500 40

The reports rendered weekly to the Common Counetl, in accord-
ance with requirements of Title 5, Section 6 of the Charter, and
published in the Minutes of the proceedings of that body, will
show in detail the names of the claimants, the accounts to which
they are chargeable, the nature of the claims and the amounts
for which they are respectively audited:

Respectfully submitted,
AUGUST VOEGE,
Auditor.






REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF LAw.

Law Derarrtmest, Crry HaLl, ]
BrookryN, December 1, 1883. y

Hon. Sers Low, Mayor:
SIR :

In compliance with the eity charter I beg leave to herewith
present to you the records of this Deparment for the year ending
November 30th, 1883.

It gives me great pleasure to be able to state that, exclusive of
the judgments in the Hardy cases, the responsibility in which had
been fixed by judgment and aflirmed at General Term before my
term of oftice began, the entire amount of judgments and costs
paid over by the city during the past year is less than sixtzen
hundred and fifty dollars, a sum somewhat smaller than that paid
by the city during any previous year for fifteen years.

I believe this result to have heen largely obtained by the careful
co-operation of all the departiments of the city in avoiding causes
of litigation and inspiring corporations and persons dealing with
the city with the bLelief that all honorable opportunities would be
given them to protect their interests and to receive whatever their
agreemeits with the eity provided for, without captious delays or
needless eireumlocution.

Nevertheless, Schedule A, attached to this report, which shows
each action in detail, will demonstrate that many difficidt and im-
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portant matters have found their way to the calendars of the court:
where they still remain in various stages of adjustment.

The following is a summary of the results of the city’s litigation
for the pust two years :

Entire amount recovered agninst the city nud paid over during that

Period L ... e 30,907 70
Portion thereof fixed by recovery durinyg administration of former
incumbent 26,071 17

Portion thereof recovered against city during administration of present
incumbent, & period of twenty-two months. . ........... ... L. 3,036 53

I am glad also to be able to state that I have not been cornpelled,
as yet, during my administration of this oftice, to seck authority
from the Common Council to retain counsel in any litigation.

I can readily foresee that circumstances might arixe where the
assistance of able counsel would be an advantage to the city, which
I should be bound to sccure for it, and which, it would be a palp-
able neglect of ofticial duty to fail to provide.

Indeed, in the preparation of our lust Arrcars Act, I cannot but
think that the name and fame of Mr. Evarts, who professionally
sanctioned every line and letter of its text, will be of far greater
value as a means of enforeing its provisions than the very reason-
able amount which was paid to him by the city under the pro-
visions of the act.

Two important patent suits, the only ones upon our calendar,
have been finally disposed of during the past year.

In the first of these, that of Markland v. The City, the plaintiff
sought to recover a large amount from the city, as damages, for the
use of the trausparent signs on our street lamps, which are of much
value to the city.  After a protracted litigation, in which the late
George Gifford, easily first in his specialty, represented the city,
final judgment has been entered in our favor, and an expensive
and annoying litigation 1s hapily disposed of.

The second was a suit in which the Gamewell Fire Alaxm Tele-
graph Company asked heavy damages and a perpetual injunction
against the use of their ingenious and eflicient apparatus by our
fire department.

The city in this suit was confronted with the necessity not only
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of paying a large sum of money in Liguidation for the use made of
that apparatus during a number of vears past, but also of the
probability, in case any other apparatus was secured, of being com-
pelled to nse an ineflicient means of transmitting the alams to the
various engine-houses, andat the same time payiug to the plaintiffs
in this action a royalty for such infringement as might be found to
be made of their various patents.

On a careful investigation of the matter it seemed clear that the
plaintiffs had become lawfully possessed of the original “ Page
patent,” which lay at the foundation of the entire system of tele-
graphy.

Various negotiations were had, with which, as a prineipal party,
vou are fully’ familiar ; the final result being that the suits in ques-
tion have been discontinued without expense to the city, and the
plaintiffs therein have wndertaken to supply the city with their
perfected apparatus at a rate somewhat lower than that at which
they are furnished to the other principal eities of the Union.

During these negotiations the death of Mr. George Gifford oc-
carred, but the matter has received the considerate and efficient
attention of Livingston Gitford, Esq., his son, who has courteously
conducted them to the final issue without any additional charge to
the city. '

This successful termination of these two pieces of litigation can
but add to the reputation which Brooklyn has always maintained
of compelling applicants for royalties upon novel inventions used
by the city to substantiate in the most thovough manner their
claims to remuneration, and wherever they have been found not
satisfactory to the parties representing the city to prosecute them
through all the courts to tinal adjudication before the city should
recognize their right to any reimburscment.

I believe the city has in no case been called upon to pay any
money to any such litigants after they have earried their elaims into
the courts.

The adverse decision in the Sage ease involved a similiar deter-
mination of a number of suits at that time pending against the city
for awards made in the Sackett Street Improvement. Early in the
year, however, such legislation was had as provided for the issue
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and sale of bonds n a ~4uﬂ1uent s to meet a.ll the claims not
then in litigation, and those matters have now ceased to be sources
of any contest in the courts, except in the case of Genet v. City,
now pending in the Cowrt of Appeals.

Two small cases—those of Dunne v. City and Holloran v. City—
which were brought for extra work in the Comptroller's oftice, and
for which the city was found liahle in the Justice’s Cowrt to respond,
demonstrate the care necessary to be taken in the various depart-
ments to definitely determine the term of oftice held by subordi-
nates who are brought into the departments for some temporary
work ; these eases having twmed upon the failure of the officers
employing the plaintiffs to definitely notify them that they were
discharged from public service,

The ochLtlons wrged before the Land Commissioners at Albany
last year, under which the Board suspended grants of land uuder
water to the various applicants therefor, have been eflicient to
secure to the city the opportunity of passing upon each applieation
with regard to its specitic relation to the interests of the city.

Understanding from the special message sent by you to the
Common Council in relation to this subject that in some instances
such grants as inducing the establisliment of important manufac-
tortes along owr river front are to be considered advantageous to
the city rather than contlicting with its interests, I would recom-
mend that such action should be taken by yourself, in conjunction
with the Comion Council, as should relieve me from the specifie
instructions which, under various resolutions passed by the Com-
mon Couneil, have scemed to require me to oppose the particular
grauts therein mentioned.

In connection with this subject I am not able at this time to
report any definite conclusion in any of the actions brought against
the city testing the title of its piers,

In the case of Steers v. The City, adverse judgment has been
rendered at Special Term, and that judgment found confirmation
at General Term.

An appeal, however, has been taken to the Court of Appeals,
and nothing definitely can be determined until the final judgment
of that court shall be rendered.
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The case of Andrews v. The City, where the plaintiffs sought to
recover not only the pier, but some $25,000 damages for the ob-
struction and use of the same for many years past by the city, has
resulted in a dismissal of the complaint as to one of the plaintiffs,
a judicial determination of the invalidity of the land patent held
by the plaintiffs, and a judgment against the city in behalf of one
of the plaintiffs, for the sum of $5,000.

This judgment has not yet been entered at Special Term, and
many months must elapse before any definite determination upon
either side of the controversy can be reached.

However much it may be regretted that public improvements
have gone forward upon such unsubstantial titles as the city is
found to have with relation to these piers, it is an obvious neces-
gity for the future that the title to the land npon which any prers
shall herefter be built shall be as unquestioned as that of the land
upon which it is proposed to erect our public buildings.

I was able to inform you in my last report that the very serious
question of taxation involved in the pretended exemption by the
lessees of the Heany estate from taxation had been decided against
them upon argument at General Term.

Since that time the case has been brought before the Court of
Appesls, and the position taken by the city unanimously sustained,
thus limiting the scope of this exémption act in & very important
degree.

The many suits pending against the city brought by the em-
ployees of the Fire Department to recover back salaries which
involve upwards of $100,000, have none of themm been bronght to
a final determination as yet.

Various decisions have been made concerning them during the
course of the year, but no final deterniination can be had until
argument shall be made upon such of them as may reach the
Court of Appeals. I am confident that the position taken by the
city in resistance of these claims will be finally maintained.

Since my last report the cuse of Shanley ». The City, involving
the payment of some $150,000 to a large number of policemen
whose salaries were reduced by the Common Council, has been
decided in favor of the city at Special Term, and in November last
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the General Term aflirmed the decision of the Special Term, main-
taining the constitutio?m]ity of the act under which their salaries
were reduced. ,

An appeal to the Court of Appeals has been allowed to the
plaintiff, where, I am confident, however, the decisions of the lower
courts will be sustained.

The important cases of the Brooklyn City Railroad Company
and the Union Ferry Company #. the Board of Assessors have
furnished oceasion to the Comrt of Appeals to determine the sud-
ficiency of owr provisions for the imposition of taxes omitted during
a previous year to be inserted in the following vear, a decision
which will affect favorably to the city the situation of large and
important corporate interests.

In the Clemente case, also decided by the Cowrt of Appeals
during the past year, the validity of the Act of 1882, validating
taxes declared void under the authority of the case of \Brevoort v.
The City, has been determined.

Early in the present year, in response to a petition largely
signed by residents of the ecity, the Common Counecil passed an
ordinance requiring all street car companies operating on the
streets of the city to frnish a conductor as well as a driver upon
ench of their cars. ‘

Some of the conmpanies in the ity acknowledged the reasonable-
ness of the ordinance by at once acquiescing in its provisions.

The Cross-town Railroad Company, however, for itself and re-
presenting other conipanies not named in the complaint, brought
an action in the Supreme Cowrt, in which they sought to re-
strain the carrying out of the ordinance upon the ground that it
was a void ordinance and bevond the power of the Common
Council to pass.

Not conceiviug it to be a necessity for the city to insist upon
an immediate comphance with an ordinance, the validity of which
secmed to be seriously disputed, a formal temporary mjunction
was allowed to be obtained and the main issue was tried before
Mr. Justice Cullen during September last.

Briefs have been submitted to him on hoth sides, but no deci-
sion has yet been rendered in the matter.
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However important may be the necessity of placing conductors
upon the street cars of the city as a means of protection to travel-
ers therein, the question of the power of the Common Council to
control the action of these corporations enjoying franchises of
yearly increasing importance in our city is one of the most vital
concern to our municipal interests.

If it shall be found that the city as a corporation has no reserved
power to deal with those persons or corporate bodies who have
the absolute control of these important means of transit, Brook-
lyn will not reap those important advantages over its neighbor-
ing city, New York, which the totally different system of legisla-
tion with regard to all such matters has been hitherto supposed to
afford it.

The efficiency of home-government must largely depend upon
the scope of powers vested in the governing departments.

T am strongly in hopes that the decision in this case will es-
tablish in the local legislative body the wholesome powers of
restriction and control over those corporations, and of protection
to the citizens who are by necessity compelled to deal with them,
which the ample terms of the Charter seem to me to afford.

And this brings me to restate my earnest conviction that in two
respects our municipal legislation should be largely improved.

In the first place, the very large number of important statutes
which have been the foundation of all exercise of local authority
and have given validity to all the very important improvements
which have gone forward in the city for the past thirty years
should soon be brought within the terms of a perspicuous and
symmetrical charter law which should be so plain in its terms,
ample in its scope and well balanced in its provisions as to afford
a certain means of determining the powers, duties and require-
ments of every department of the city government.

In other States of the Union it has been thought wise to pass
general municipal codes applicable to all the cities of a State hav-
ing a population suflicient to bring them within either of the two
divisions provided for in such Acts, namely, cities of the first
grade and cities of the second grade.

In a city like Brooklyn, which in the very near future can have

8
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no less than one million people within its borders and dependent
upon the efficicney of its local laws largely for that goverument
which eomes nearest to its homes, and which has of late strenu-
ously insisted for itself that it should be permitted to rule itself,
it secems to be of the fist importance that it should secnre by
delegation from the State the mvestiture of the broadest powers
necessary to enable it to legislute finallv for its people.

Sueh a remodeling and colleetion of existing laws into one har-
monious chiarter wounld not, in my judgment, involve any material
alteration of the very broad provisions now existing in the statute
books providing for our mumicipal government ; but it wonld set
at rest for ever and make plain to all the existence of the power
to compel at the hands of all men and corporations doing business
within our borders the recognition of the right of the municipal-
ity to deal with them, so far as the mumniecipal territory extended,
with the same absolute power that the State deals with its citizens
at large,

Assuming these powers to have heen plainly detined, the neces-
sity 1s then hronght to notice, in the second plawe, of a like codi-
fication and re-emwtment of the varions ordininces which sinee
1877 have been added to that compilation at various times and
for different purposes dwring the past six vears.

Many of these ordinances are temporary in their nature, have
been passed with the desipn to relieve special. instances of sup-
posed handship, have had no svinnetrieal relation each to the
other, and therefore present to the department seeking to enforee
them praeticadly, and to the department called upon to maintain
them in the comrts many features of ambiguity.

It would be well worth considering whether a eity clothed with
the ample powers of legislation, which T have suguested, should
not itzelf provide for amore formal consideration of the legisla-
tion which it proposex to make than is atforded by the existing
provisions for enacting ordimances,

These provisions ave those which have been deemed competent
to meet the necessitios for small townships passing ordinitnees, re-
lating in most cases to nnimportant wmatters.,

A city having a population of one-third the number of the en-
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tire nation at its birth can well afford to deliberate with some
seriousness upon i proposition to change its local law in any
respect.

It is, however, of the highest importance that whatever should
be done in connection with these very serious questions should be
committed to no one not thoroughly equipped in point of charac-
ter, capucity and personal training for the work.

The projection of the Third avenue sewer under authority ob-
tained from the legislature diring the past session, will doubtless
remove a fruitful source of litigation from the city.

In connection with the forwarding of that improvement, the
Department of City Works advertised for bids, and the contract
wus awarded nuder the provisions of the statute to Mr. Seth L.
Keeney, he being the lowest bidder.

Subsequent to this Mr. Keeney announced to the Department
his inability to comply with the terms of his proposal upon the
ground of an alleged mistake in the estimate made upon the im-
provement from which he anticipated a loss to himsclf of an
amount nearly equal to the difference between his bid and the
pext highest Didder.

The Department had taken the 1)1(‘(“lllti0n to obtain from Mr.
Kecuey a check for $£10,000, and also a bond with sufficient
sureties to secure the acceptance and execution of the contract by
him in case his proposal should be entertained and accepted by
the city.

Upon his written expression of his determination not to enter
upon the contract, suit has been brought against his sureties to re-
cover the amount of the difference.

It would seem to be the tirst duty of the cty to vigorously fol-
low up vesponsibilities thus assumed by parties dealing with it,
and to exact from them the saune rigid comphance with the terms
of their undertakiny which the city officers themselves are ex-
pected to insure on the part of the city.

The suit will thercfore be pressed as immediate dy as the condi-
tion of the calendars of the Court will permit.

The reduction iu the salary list from $27,000 to $21.100, which
was effected during my first year I have found it practicable to
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continue without detriment to the public interest, nor has it been
necessary to make any changes in the ofticers of this Department
during the past year.

I confess myself very greatly indebted to these gentlemen who
have aided me in protecting the interests of the city, and from
whom T have at all times received the most cordial co-operation.

Out of the $250, allowed me by the Common Council at the be-
ginning of the year for renovating the offices of this Department,
T have been able to procure all that seemed necessary for the sum
of $186,72.

In closing this brief review of the year’s work in this Depart-
ment, I think that T may also safely advise you that no serious
drafts upon the revenue fund need be anticipated from judgments
likely to demand payment during the coming year.

Very respectfully,
Yowr obedient servant,
JOHN A. TAYLOR,
Corporation Counsel.
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SCHEDULE A.

L Cases mentioned in last report in whichaction has been taken
during the current year— '
COURT OF APPFALS—

George C. Genet v. The City of Brooklyn.

Action taken to set aside assessments for widening Sacket street
Boulevard ; or, to recover $9,572, the amount of award for land
taken.

Appeal noticed for argument and argument set down for Decem-
ber 3, 1883.

CITY COURT—

Margaret Koener and others v. The City of Brooklyn.

Action to recover $657.86, aniount of award for land taken for
widening Washington avenue.

Settled under the Suge case and under Chapter 211, Laws of
1883.

CTTY COURT—

John E. Burrill and Others v. The City of Brooklyn.

Action to recover $2,233, amount of award for lands taken for
Sackett street Boulevard.

Settled under the Sage case and under Chapter 211 of Laws of
1883.

U. 8. CIRCUIT COURT—

Thomas. T. Markland and Samuel Tucker v. The City of,
Brooklyn. Commenced March 13, 1880.

Suit in Equity for the violation of a patent for street lamps used
by the city.

Testimony taken and decree entered, dismissing the complaint.
CITY COURT—

George G. Sickles v. The City of :Brooklyn. Commenced De-
cember 17, 1880.



62 Rerort OF THE

Action to recover 8373-45, amount of award for land taken for
opening Flushing avenue.

Settled nnder the Sage case and under Chapter 211 of Laws of
1883.

SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY—

The Gutta Pereha and Rubber Manufacturing Company v.
James Tanner, Collector, &c., and another.  Commenced January
19, 1881.

Inter-pleader of the tax collectors of Brooklyn and New York to
determine which eity is entitled to a personal tax levied upon
phuintiff, it having been taxed by the aunthorities of each city.

Appeal taken to General Term, noticed for argument and will be
disposed of next term.

SUPREME COURT—

Catharine A. Vincent ¢. The City of Brooklyn.  Connuenced
Marveh 1, 1879,

Action for damages for death of plaiutitf's son, caused by an ex-
plosion in the new Municipal Departinent Building.

Tried before Justice Pratt and a jury, and a” verdiet for $5,000
rendered in favor of the pluntitt,

An appeal taken to the General Term, was argued last Septem-
ber, and a deciston is expected next montl.

COURT OF APPEALS—

The Union Ferry Company v, The Board of Assessors of the.
City of Brooklyn, &e. Commenced Aungust 15, 1881,

Appeal argued at Cowt of Appeals and dectston rendered aftirm-
ing the dectston of the Supreme Court and sustaining the action of
the Bourd of Assessors. .

COURT OF APPEALS—

The Brooklyn City Railroad Copany ¢. The Board of Asses-
sors, &c.

Same as ubove.
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SUPREME COURT-—

In the matter of the petition of S. B. Durvea to have the valna-
tion on his property reduced. .

Referee’s report rendered, reducing the valuation of petitioner's
property from $104,000 to £90,000, and report confirmed by Su-
preme Court and acquiesced in by the eity.

COURT OF APPEATS—

The People ex rel C. Otto, C. Muller and Others ©. The Board
of Assessors of the City of Brooklyn. Commenced August
18, 1881.

This proceceding involves the question as to the taxability of the
dwelling-houses built upon tlhe Heany Estate. This estate, con-
sisting of a large tract of land in this eity, was devised to the
Brooklyn Benevolent Society for charitable purposes, and was sub-
sequently exempted from taxation by the Legislature.

The Society executed leases of lots to varions persons for
twenty-one years, providing that the lessees should build houses
on the lots, pay rent only for the land, have privilege fora renewal
for another term of twenty-one vears, and then for a further re-
newal, unless the Society elected to pay the value of the houses to
the lessees.

Appeal taken to the Court of Appeals by the relators, and
argued.  Decision rendered affivming the decisions of the Supreme
Court, and sustaining the action of the Assessors in assessing re-
lators’ property for the purposes of taxation.

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT—

The Gamewell Fire Alarm Telegraph Company ». The City of
Brooklyn. Commenced Augnst 4, 1881,

Suit for damages for infringement of patent for portion of tele-
graph apparatus used by the Fire Department.

Negotiations have been pursued for the settlement of elaim of
plaintif resulting in discoutinuance of action without any payment
by the city. '
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SUPREME COURT—

Daniel McGrath v. City of Brooklyn. Commenced October
24, 1881.

Case tried before Cullen, Justice, but decision not yet rendered.
SUPREME. COURT—

Robert J. Furey v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced October
24, 1881.

Case tried before Mr. Justice Cullen, but not yet decided.

SUPREME COURT—

Patrick Kevenny v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced October
22, 1881.

Same as above.

SUPREME COURT—

Eben H. Shute ». The City of Brooklyn. Commenced October
24, 1881.

Case tried before Mr. Justice Cullen and a jury, and a verdict
rendered for plaintiff for $684.93.

Appeal taken to the General Term.

SUPREME COURT—

George C. Genet v. The City of Brooklyn. Commuenced Decem-
ber 27, 1881.

Aetion for balance of award for land taken in opening Troy
avenue.

Settled under the Sage case and under the provisions of Chapter
211 of the Laws of 1883.

SUPREME COURT—

The People ex rel. Amelia M. Robinson ». Michael O'Keefe,
Roegistrar, &e.

Application for writ of mandamus to compel the Registrar of
Arrears to pay relator money received in redemption of assess-
ment sales.
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Issues tried before Gilbert, Justice, and decision rendered in
favor of the plaintiff.
Appea.l taken to General Term and argued. Decision rendered

reversing judgment of the Special Term.

SUPREME COURT—

Henry Steers v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced December
21, 1881.

Action to compel removal of pier in front of plaintiff’s premises
at foot of Java street; or, to surrender the same to plaintiff, and
foran accounting for wharfage, dockage, &e., reccived by defendant.

Appeal argued at General Term, and decision rendered afirming
the judgment of the Special Term.

Appeal taken to the Court of Appeals.

SUPREME COURT—

James W. Smith and Wilbur F. Smlth v. The City of Brooklyn.
Commenced December 21, 1882.

Same as above, except claim is for southerly part of the pier.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

John J. Hardy v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced December
25, 1882,

Action to recover damages to plaintiff’s property, caused by de-
posit of refuse matter and noxious odors arising from sewer at foot
of Twenty-eighth street.

Settled under direction of the Common Council on payment of
$5,000.

SUPREME COURT—

The People of the State of New York ex rel. Francis M. Craft v.
The Commissioner of the Department of Fire. Commenced March
7, 1882

Certiorari to review action of Fire Commissioner in removing
relator from his position in the Fire Department.

Decision of General Term rendered and writ quashed, thus sus-
taining the action of the Fire Commissioner.

9
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SUPREME COURT-—

Joseph F. Knapp v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Feb-
ruary 10. 1882,

Action to reduce au assessment for a local improvement, and to
recover money paid thereow.

Appeal to General Term, argued and decision rendered afirming
judgment of Special Tern in favor of defendant.

Appeal taken to Cowrt of Appeals.  Not yet argued.
SUPREME COURT—

Samuel H. Cornell . The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Feb-
ruary 4, 1882,

Same as Knapp v. The City of Brooklyn.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Heury Pennie 2. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced March
23, 18482,

Action to recover salary for a period between the removal of
Plaintiff fromn the Fire Department and the time of his re-instate-
ment therein by the Court.

Tried before Judge Reynolds and a jury, and verdict directed
for plaintiff.

Appeal tuken to General Term, and judgment affirmed.

Appeal taken to Court of Appeals.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKTL.YN—

William E. Langan 2. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
Marel: 25, 1882

Same as Pennte v, The City of Brooklyn—above.
SUPREME COURT, COUNTY OF NEW YORK—

The Lidgerwood Mammfacturing Company  v. Martin T. Me-
Mahon, Recetver of Taxes, &e., and James Tauner, Colleetor, &e.

Same cause of actton as Gutta Percha &e. Co. . Tanner, &e.,
above.
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Action tried before Van Vorst, Justice, and decision rendered in
favor of the Receiver of Taxes of New York.
Appeal taken to the General Term.

SUPREME COURT, NEW YORK COUNTY—

The Royal Baking Powder Company v. Martin T. McMahon,
Receiver, &c., and James Tanner, Collector, &c. Commenced
January 6, 1882,

Same as above.

JUSTICES’ COURT—

Joseph Linker v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced May 1,
1882.

Appeal withdrawn and case settled under direction of the
Common Council, and judgment paid.
THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Francis Riley v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced May 18,
1882.

Same cause of action as Pennie ». The City of Brooklyn, above.

Case tried and judgment rendered for the plaintiff.

Appeal taken to the General Term. Not yet argued.

SUPREME. COURT—

Patrick Larney v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced May 4,
1882.

Discontinued.

SUPREME COURT—

Michael McGuinness ©. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
November 15, 1881.

Same as McGrath ». The City of Brooklyn, above.

SUPREME COURT—

James McCormick, v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
November 15, 1881.

Same as McGrath v. The City of Brooklyn, above.
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SUPREME COURT—

James Reilly ». The City of Brooklyn. Commenced August
17, 1882,

Action tried before Brown, Justice, but not yet decided.

THE CITY COURT OF BROO KLPN—

Michael Friel ». The City of Brooklyn. Commenced September
8, 1882.

Action for salary as fireman.

Tried before Clement, Judge. Decision not yet rendered.

THE CITY COURT OF BROORLYN—
Edward Shaugnessy v. The City of Brooklyn.
Abides decision in Friel v. The City of Brooklyn.

SUPREME COURT—

Maria H. Whitney v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced May
23, 1882

Action for award for street opening.

Issues tried, and judgment rendered for the defendant.

THE CITY COURT OF EROOKLYN—

William Pelham ». The City of Brooklyn. Commenced May
27, 1882.

Action for salary as policeman.

Tried before Reymolds, Judge, without a jury, and judgment
rendered for plaintiff.

Appeal taken to General Term, and judgment affirmed.

Appeal will be taken to the Court of Appeals.

SUPREME COURT—

Ann Fitzpatrick, by Guardian, v. The City of Brooklyn. Com-
menced July 1, 1882.
Action for damages for personal injuries.
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Trled hf()re \Ir Justice Brown u,nd a jury, and verdict rendered
for the plaintiff.

Appeal taken to the General Term, argued, but not yet decided.

TH CITYE COURT OF BROOKLYN-—

Richard Poillon and Another v. The City of Brooklyn. Com-
menced June 22, 1882.

Action for rent of plaintiffs’ wharf occupied by the public bath
at the foot of Bridge street.

Tried before Judge McCue and a jury, and a verdict rendered
for the plaintiff.

Appeal taken to the General Term, a.rgued and judgment
affirmed.

Appeal taken to the Court of Appeals.
SUPREME COURT—

John Shanley v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced July 21,
1882.

Action for portion of salary as policeman, claimed to have been
unlawfully decreased.

Demurrer argued before Cullen, Justice, and decision rendered
in favor of the city.

Appeal taken to the General Term, and decision aftirmed.

Appeal taken to the Court of Appeals.
SUPREME COURT—

The People ex rel. Ephraim M. Roberts v. The Fire Commis-
sioner. Commenced May 29, 1882.

Certiorari to review proceedings of the Fire Commissioner, and
to return relator to his position in the Fire Department.

Decision rendered quashing the writ and sustaining the action
of the Fire Commissioner.

SUPREME COURT—

The People ex rel. Albert B. Joy v. The Commissioner of the
Fire Department.

Same as Roberts v. Commissioner.
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SUPREME COURT—
The People ex rel. Francis M. Crafts v. The Fire Commissioner.
Same as Roberts v. Commissioner.

SUPREME COURT—

The People ex rel. James Devlin v. The Fire Commissioner.
Same as Roberts v. Commissioner.

SUPREME COURT—

Abraham Lott and another v. The City of Brooklyn. Com-
menced August 9, 1882,

Action for award for land taken for'a street opening.

Settled under Sage case and under Chapter 211 of the Laws]of
1883.

SUPREME COURT—

Alfred J. Cammeyer, as Executor, &c., v. The City of Brooklyn.
Commenced July 14, 1882.
Same as Lott v. The City of Brooklyn.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—
Amy Pallin 2. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced July 25,

1882.
Sume as Lott v. The City of Brooklyn.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Henry Grenzebeck v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
July 3, 1882. '

Same as Lott v. The City of Brooklyn.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Nathan May and another v. The City of Brooklyn. Com-
menced November 25, 1882,

Same as Lott v. The City of Brooklyn.
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THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN.—

The People ex rel. James A. Van Brunt ». The Common
Council. Commenced June 12, 1882,

Alternative mandamus to compel the Common Council to send
the assessment for Third avenue Sewer back to the Department of
City Works for Correction.

Appeal from the judgment in favor of the city. Argued and
judgment affirmed.

SUPREME COURT—

The People ex rel. William H. Semlear v. The Fire Commis-
sioner. Commenced May 8, 1882,

Same as Roberts v. Commissioner, above.

SUPREME COURT—

The Pcople ex rel. The Citizens Gas Light Company v. Theo-
dore F. Jackson, Registrar, &c. Commenced November 22, 1882.

Motion for mandamus against the defendant to compel him to
receive certain amounts in full payment for the assessment for the
Gowanus Canal improvement.

Argued and motion denied.

SUPREME COURT—

James S. Haleran v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Novem-
ber 17, 1882.

Action for salary as employee of Comptroller.

Tried and judgment rendered for the plaintiff.

SUPREME COURT—
John Dunne v. The City of Brooklyn.
Same as Haleran v. The City of Brooklyn.
Judgment for plaintiff.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—
In the matter of the Petition of Charles B. Haxtt and others.
Petition for the reduction of an assessment for a sewer.



72 REerorT OF THE

Settled under the direction of the Common Council, on basis of
the Referee’s Report.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

In the Matter of the Application of Mary C. Clemente for a writ
of mandamus v. Theodore F. Juckson, Registrar of Arrears, &ec.
Commenced October 27, 1882, ,

Motion for mandamus to compel the defendant to receive a cer-
tain amount tendered him in payment of taxes.

Appeal argued at General Term, and decision granting motion
afirmed.

Appeal taken to Court of Appeals, and judgment atlirmed.

SUPREME COURT—

The People ex rel. Isaac W. Peck v. The Conunissioners of the
Department of Fire and Buildings.

Application for re-argument in certiorari to review proceedings
removing relator from his position in the Fire Departinent.

Argued and motion denied.

SUPREME COURT—

In the Matter of the Petition of George L. Kingsland, and others.
Commenced August 16, 1882.

Certiorari to review the action of the assessors in placing valua-
tions on petitioner's property, for the purposes of taxation.

Referee’s report, making various reductions rendered and con-

firmed by the Court.

SUPREME COURT—
Norman Andrews, and Jolr S. Ells, as executors, &c., and
others » The City of Brooklyn.  Comnnenced June 14, 1882,
Action to recover a wharf at foot of North Seventh and North
Sixth streets, built by the City in front of plaintifts” property.
Temporary injunction asked for to restrain defendant from in-
terfering with plaintifts” agents in the colleetion of wharfage.
Motion for injunction granted, and appeal taken and argued.
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Since last report, decision rendered sustaining the temporary in-
junction. Issues tried before Cullen, Justice, withouta jury—and
decision rendered judgment in favor of the executors of the estate
of Lawrence Waterbury, for $5,343.75 for damages to the interven-
ing bulkhead, caused by the erection of the piers during the life-
time of their testator, and dismissing the complaint as to the other
plaintiffs, and holding that the plaintiffs in the suit had no title to
the piers, or to the intervening bulkhead and land under water.
Judgment not yet entered.

IL Action and proceedings commenced since the date of the
last report of the Law Department.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Eugene G. Blackford ¢ The City of Brooklyn, The Mayor and
Common Council of the City of Brooklyn, and Henry Hamilton.
Commenced December 4, 1882.

Action for an injunction to prevent the Common Council from
acting on an application of the defendant Hamilton, for permission
to run a line of stages on Bedford avenue.

Argued motion for injunction at Special Term, and motion
granted. Appeal taken to General Term and argued.

Injunction order moditied so as to permit Common Council to
act on the application of Hamilton, but forbidding the granting of
permission until the further order of the Court.

Action at issue but not yet tried.

SUPREME COURT, COUNTY OF NEW YORK-—

H. W. Johns Manufacturing Company v Martin T. McMahon,
&c., and James Tanner, Collector, &c. Commenced December 2,
1882.

Action to determine wherher a tax on certain of plaintiffs per-
sonal property assessed in New York or Brooklyn.

At issue,

10
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The Bradley White Lead Company 2. the Mayor, &c., of New
York, The City of Brooklyn, and others.  Commenced December
4, 1882,

Same cause of action as Ho W. Johus Manufacturing Co., .
McMalion, &e.—above.

Issues tried before Mr. Justice Donohue, at Special Term, and
decision reserved until the decision of the General Term in the
appeal in the case of The Gutta Percha and Rubber Manufactur-
ing Company + McMahon, &e., is rendered.

N. Y. SUPREME COURT—

The™ Manhattan Chemical Company ¢ Martin J. McMahon, &e.
Commenced December 1, 1882.

Same as H. W. Johns Manufacturing Co. v. McMahon—

above.

SUPREME COURT—

The Gutta Percha and Rubber Mannfacturing Company .
James Tanner, Collector of Taxes and Assessments, in the City of
Brooklyn. Commenced December 2, 1882,

Action for injunction to,restrain defendant from selling plain-
tiff s property for non-payment of a personal tax.

Discontinued.

SUPREME COURT—

The City of Brooklyn r. George Copeland. Commenced De-
cember 15, 1882,

Action to compel defendant to take title to Park Lands pur-
chased of the Citv"of Brooklyn, at a public sale.

At issue.

SUPREME COURT—

The City of Brooklyn . Henry M. Johnston.  Commenced De-
cember 18, 1882,

Same as the City of Brooklyn . Copeland.
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SUPREME COURT-—
Alfred Roe v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced December
14, 1882,
Action to recover money paid on tax sale, on the ground that
taxes are void.

Tried before Mr. Justice Cullen, but not yet decided.

SUPREME COURT—

Ezra Woodruff » The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Decem-
ber 8, 18g2.

Action to recover money paid for redemption of tax sale.

Tried before Justice Cullen, but not yet decided.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

James Murphy Jr., as administrator of the estate of John Mur-
phy, deccased r. The City of Brooklyn. Comwmenced December
27, 1882,

Action for damages for death of plaintiff's son who, it is al-
leged, was drowned by falling from the sewer-box at the foot of
Twenty-eighth street into a hole filled with water.

Tried before Judge Reynolds and a jury, and verdict rendered
in favor of the plaintiff for $1,000.

Appeal taken to the General Term but not yet argued.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

In the matter of the application Thomas Shiekls for u manda-
mus. Commenced December 15, 1882,

Application for a mandamus to compel the removal of obstrue-
tions on the old Wallabout road.

Argued before Judge Reynolds, and application denied.

N. Y. SUPREME COURT—

The Lidgerwood Manufacturing Company ¢. Martin T, McMa-
hon, Receiver, &c., of New York, and James Tanuer, Collector,
&e., of Brooklyn. Commenced December 27, 1882,

Same as H. W. Johns Manufacturing Company ¢ McMalon,

—above,
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The Gutta Percha & Rubber Manufacturing Company r. Mar-
tin T. McMalion, Receiver, &c., of New York, and James Tanner,
Collector,&c., of Brooklyn.  Commenced December 23, 1882,

Same as H. W. Johus Manufacturing Company, r. McMahon,
dc., above.

SUPREME COURT—

In the matter of the application of George C. Genet for a writ
of mundanms.  Commenced December 30, 1882,

Application for a mandamus to compel the Registrar of Arrcars
torre-adjust a tax of the applicant.

Motion argued and denied.

SUPREME COURT-—

Ruth McCormick . The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Janu-
ary 17, 1883.

Action for damages to plaintiff's property, caused by alleged
improper grade to street.

At issue. :

N. Y. SUPREME COURT—

Peter Cooper Glue Factory . Martin T. McMahon as Receiver,
&e., of New York, and James Tanner, as Collector, &e., of Brook-
lyn. Commenced January 24, 1883,

Same as H. W. Johus Manufacturing Company  «. McMalon,
&e.,—as above. '

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Williun H. Berdan . The City of Brooklyn. Commeneed
Junuary 16, 1883,

Action for amount claimed by plaintiff for salary as fireman,

Another action being bronght by the plaintiff for the same
cause of action, through another attorney, a motion was made for
a stay of proceedings until it should be determined in what action
the plaintiff would proceed, which was granted, and the stay is
still in force.
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THE CTTY COURT OF BROOKLYN-—

James Cottrell v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced January
16, 1883.

Action for salary as member of Fire Department.

Trial had before Judge Clement and a jury, and a verdict ren-
dered for defendant.

Appeal taken to the General Term. Not yet argued.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Johm O'Mara v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced January
16, 1883.

Action for salary as bell-ringer in the Fire Department.

At issue.

THE (ITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

James T. Shannon v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Jan-
uary 16, 1883. .

Action for salary as member of the Fire Departyent.

Tried before Judge Me('ue without a jury, decision not yet ren-
dered.

THE (ITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—
Thomas MePherson . The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Jan-
uary 16, 1883,
Action to recover salary as member of Fire Department.
At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

James H. Dillon . The City of Brooklyn. Commenced January
16, 1883.

Action for salary of James Slattery as member of Fire Depart-
wment, assigned to plaintiff.

Tried before Judge Clement and a jury, and verdict rendered
for defendant.

Appeal taken to General Term.

Not yet argued.
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James Slattery . The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Junuary
16, 1883.

Action for salary as member of Fire Department.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN-—

George S. Magrath ». The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
January 16, 1883. .

Action to recover salary as member of the Fire Departient.

At issue.

SUPREME COURT—

Asahe]l H. Birdsall e. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
January 31, 1883.

Action for damages for personal injury caused by obstraction in
a street.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROUKLYN—

William H. Berdan e, The City of Brooklyn. Comnmenced
Junuary 31, 1883,

Action for salary as member of the Fire Departient.

Tried before Judge Clement and a jury, and verdiet rendered
sor the plaintiff.

Appeal taken to the General Term.  Not vet argued.

THE CTIY COURT OF BROUKLYN—

James T. Shamnon . The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
Janmary 31, 1883,

Action for salary as fireman.

Tried before Judge Reynolds without a jury, and judgment ren-
dered for the defendant.
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THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Isabella Burns 7. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced February
3, 1881.

Action for damages to plaintiff's property caused by an alleged
riot on election night.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Patrick Larney ». The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Feb-
ruary 6, 1883.

Action for salary as fireman.

Tried before Judge Clement and a jury, and verdict rendered
for the plaintiff.

Appeal taken to General Term. Not yet argued.

N. Y. SUPREME (OURT—

H. W. Johns Manufacturing Company ¢. Martin T. McMahon,
Receiver, &c., of New York, and James Tauner, Collector, &e., of
Brooklyn. Commenced December 2, 1883,

Same as H. W. Johns Mfg. Co. 2. McMahon, Receiver, &c., of
New York, and James Tanner, Collector, &e. of Brooklyn, except
that tax under question is for a different year.

At issue.

SUPREME COURT—

In the matter of the certiorari of Peter W. Birck. Commenced
January 31, 1883.

Certiorari to review proceedings by which relator was removed
from Fire Department.

At issue.

SUPREME COURT—

John Hobbins 2. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced March
16, 1883. )

Action for damages for personal injurics to plaintiff cansed by
alleged obstruction in street.

At issue,
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SUPREME COURT—

The Brooklyn Cross-town * Railroad Company ¢ The City of
Brooklyn. Commenced February 26, 1883,

Action for an injunction to restrain defendant from enforcing a
city ordinance providing that every street ear shall be furnished
with a conductor as well as a driver.

Tried before Mr. Justice Cullen, but not yet decided.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Rosannah Ford v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced March
17, 1883.

Action for damages caused by personal injury.

Discontinued.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN.
Thomas J. Clarke v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
March 21, 1883.
Action on tax certificate.
At issue.

SUPREME COURT—

James D. Fish and another ». The New York & Brighiton Beach
Railway Company, The Brooklyn Park Commissioners and others.
Commenced March 29, 1883.

Action to foreclose a mortgage.

At issue.

SUPREME COURT—
Joln Danaler, as administratrix of the estate of Charles M.
Danaher, deceased, and the estate of Thomas P. Danaher, de-
ceased, v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced March 15, 1883.
Action for damages caused by the deaths of plamntiff’s intes-
tates, occasioned, as alleged, by drinking water from a city well.
Demurrer interposed by the defendant and argued before M.
Justice Cullen, but not yet decided.
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THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Rebecea J. Evans, as administrator, &c., of George Evans, de-
ceased, v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced April 5, 1883,

Action for damages eaused by personal injuries to plaintiffs’ in-
testate.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Edward Fitzsimmons v The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
March 26, 1883.

Action to recover plaintiff’s salary as policeman, claimed to be
due for period intervening his dismissal from and reinstatement
to the force. .

Tried before Clement, Judge and a jury, and verdiet rendered
for plaintiff.

Appeal taken to General Term, not yet argued.

THE. CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Michael Sheppard «. The City of Brooklyn.

Action for damages for personal injury eaused by plaintiff's
slipping on ice on sidewalk.

Tried before Judge McCue and a jury, and complaint dis-
missed.

SCPREME COURT—

Charles P. Rosengren v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced
June 8, 1883.

Action for damages for personal injuries alleged to be caused
by obstruction in street.

At issue.

SUPREME COURT—
In the matter of the Petition of William E. 8. Fales, Robert
Payne and Michael Chauncey.  Commenced June 26, 1883.
Proceeding to compel the pavment to petitioners, by the City,
the amount of their fees as Commissioners on street opening.
Application denied.
11
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SUPREMFE. COURT—
Cornelius Gallagher, by Joseph A. Bruce, Jr., guardian  ad
Titem r. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced July 5, 1883,
Action for damages for personal injury.
Discontinued.

SUPREME COURT—

The People exr rel. Francis E. Johhson . The Common Council
of the City of Brooklyn. Commenced Angust 8, 1883.

Application for mandamus to compel the Common Council to
call a special eleetion for Alderman of the 14th Ward to fill a va-
cancy cansed by the resignation of Felix Doyle.

Argued before Mr, Justice Barnard and applieation granted.
THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Frank Siefert +. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced July 25,
1883,

Action for damages to plaintifi s property, caused hy alleged
defective constiuction of sewer,

At issue,

SUPREME COURT—

The People er rel. John Prentice and others ». The Board of
Assessors.

Certiorari to review action of the assessors in placing a valua-
tion upon relator’s property for the purposes of taxation.

At 1ssue.

SUPREME COURT—

Robert Payne, Michael Chauncey and William E. S. Fales .
The City of Brooklyn.  Commenced August 14, 1883,

Action for amount alleged to be due plaintiffs for fees as Com-
missioners on street opening,

Dennurer interposed but not yet argued.

SUPREME COURT—
The People ex rvel. William Beard and Jeremiah P. Robinson e,
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Ripley Ropes, Commissioner of City Works.  Commenced July
31, 1883.

SUPREME COURT—

Certiorari to review action of the Commissioner in levying an
assessment for the Third Avenue Sewer.

Motion to quash writ noticed, but not vet mgued.
SUPKEME COURT—

The People er rel. Samuel B, Duryea ¢. Ripley Ropes, Com-
missioner, &e. ' Commenced October 10. 1883,

Same as Beard, &c., . Ropes, above.

Motion to quash writ noticed, but not yet argued.
THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Thomas White and Samuel C. White ¢. The City of Brooklyn,
Commenced July 24, 1883,

Action on tax certificate.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—-

George Taylor v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Septem-
ber 17, 1883

Action for award for land taken on street opening.

At issue.

THE CTTY COURT OF BROUKLYN-—

Ruth McCormick ¢. The City of Brooklywr  Coumnenced Sep-
tember 6, 1883,

Action for award for land alleged to have been taken for a street
opening.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—
Ann Ehza Rogers v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Octo-
ber 5, 1883.
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Action for damages to plaintiff’s property by water, caused by
alleged negligence in repairing water mains.
At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

James Slattery r. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced October
27, 1883.

Action for salary alleged to be due to plaintiff as a member of
the Fire Department.

THE CTIY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

James Patten v. The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the
City of Brooklyn. Commenced November 5, 1883.

Action for damages for personal injuries caused by slipping on
ice.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN-—

Michael McManus . The City of Brooklyn. Commrenced Sep-
tember 10, 1883.

Action for salary alleged to be due to plaintiff as a mewmber of
the Fire Department.

At issue.

THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN-—

Seth L. Keeney . The City of Brooklyn and others. Com-
meneed November, 1883.

Action for an injunction to restrain defendants from using certi-
fied check deposited as security for fultilling a eontract with the
Commissioner of City Works.

Discontinued.

SUPEEME COURT—
The People ex rel. Bernard McEntee v, Ripley Ropes, Comis-
sioner. Connnenced June 20, 1883,



DrrarT™ENT OF Law. 85

Application for mandamus to compel the Commissioner of the
Department of City Works to remove some street obstructions.
Discontinned.

THE (TIY COURT OF BROOKLYN—

Daniel MeGlone ¢, The City of Brooklyn.  Commenced Sep-
tember 26, 1883,

Action for salary alleged to be dne to plaintiff as a member of
the Fire Departient.

At issue.

THE CTIY COURT OF BROOKLYN-—

The Brooklyn Water-Front, Warchouse and Dry Dock Com-
pany ¢. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced January 15, 1883.

Action for damages to plaintiff’s property, caused by nuisance
alleged to be due to the Twenty-cighth Street Sewer.
SUPREME COURT—

Albert Halm o, Hamry O. Jones, The City of Brooklyn and
others.  Commenced August 7, 1883,

Action to foreclose a mortgnge.

The city has no interest in the result.
SUPREME ('OUKT—

Margaretta Remsen and others ¢, The City of Brooklyn and
others. Commenced November 5, 1883,

Action to determine who s entitled to money paid to redeem
tux certificates.

The eity has no interest in the result.

SUPREME COURT—

Isabella Smith v. The City of Brooklyn. Commenced Novem-
ber 28, 1883.

Action for damages for personal injuries cansed by alleged ob-
struetion in street.

At issue.
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SUPREME COURT—

Williamn Tebo e. Henry DuBois, The ity of Brooklyn aud
others. Commenced November 8, 1883,

Action to foreclose a mortgage,

The eity has no interest in the result.
THE CITY COURT OF BROOKLYN-—

Peter W. Birck o The City of Brooklyn.  Commenced
November 28, 1883.

Action for salary alleged to be due to plaintiff as a mewber of
the Fire Depurtment.

At issue.

SUPREME COURY—

The City of Brooklvn . George Copelind.  Commenced
November 23, 1883.

Action to compel defendunt to take title to lands purchased of
the city.

At issue.

SUPREME COURT—

In the Matter of the application of Clark D. Rhinehart, for a
wit of mandamus.  Commenced November 28, 1883,

Application for mandamus to compel the Board of Aldernien,
acting as & Board of Canvassers, to canvass the vote for Justice of
the Peace, and to compel the District Canvassers to correct their
returns,

The Corporation Counsel appeared for the Mavor and City
City Clerk, and Winchester Britton opposed the motion on behalf
of the Aldermen.

Motion argued and granted.

1L STREET CLOSING PROCEEDINGS.

In the matter of the closing of Armn or Ann street from Cow-
mercind street to permanent bulkhead line, Newtown Creek.
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Commissioners appointed and report made and confirmed clos-
ing the street as indicated.

In the matter of closing Ferris strect, from Van Dyke street to
west side of Elizabeth street.

Commissioners appointed and report made closing street as
indicated.

In the matter of closing Elizabeth street from Conover street to
Ferris street.

Commissioners appointed and report made closing street as

indicated.

In the matter of closing Eighth avenne from Twentieth street
to Greenwood Cemetery line.
Commissioners appointed, report not yet made.

IVv. BUILDING CASES.

CTTY COURT.
The City of Brooklyn ». G. W. Meade.
Discontinued.
The same v. same.
Discontinued.
The sume ¢. Joln Urquhardt.
" Building repaired. Discontinued.
The same ». Ruling & Whiting.
Received letter from defendants stating that they were not the
owners of the building. ’
In the hands of the Commissioner.
The same 7. Edward Patchen and ano.
Fire escape erected.  Discontinued.
The same 7. Thos. Conway.
Pending.
The same r. Margaret Dutf.
Fire escape erected.  Discontinued.
The same v. Grace Schillmg.
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Fire escape crected.  Discontinued.
The same . H. Ludwig.

Fire eseape erected.  Discontinued.
The same ¢, T. Powell.

Wrong person.  Discontinued.
The same . Neidig.

Pending.

The same v, Albert Peck.

Pending.

The same . Henry Clise.

Fire escape erected.  Discontinned.
The same . Thomas Edwards,
Fire escape erected.  Discontinued.
The same ¢, Catharine Eccardt.
Fire escape erected.  Discontinued.
The same ». C. S. Woodhull.

Fire escapes erected.  Discontinued.
The same ». L. Blumenan.

Fire escape erected.  Discontinned.
The same v. Charles Diefenback.
Fire escape crected.  Discontinued.
The same v. L, H. Hurst.

Pending.

The same v, Catharine Irwin,

The same 2. Thomas Berry.

Not found by Constable.

The same v. George J. Hardy.

Not the owner.

The same . M. M. Hyde.
Discontinued.

The same 2. George R, Commor.
Violation removed.  Discontinued.
The same v. Gordon I.. Ford.
Yiolation removed.  Discontinned.
The same . Patrick Monalian.,
Violation removed.  Discontinued.
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The same v. Bridget McDermott.
Decree.

The same v. Mrs. Green.

Not found by Constable.

The same v. T. Powell.
Discontinued.

The same +. Thomas Cassin.
Violation removed.  Discoutinued.
The sanie . A. Snow.
Discontinued.

The same 2. Robert McComell.
Violation removed. Discontinued.
The same v. Edward G. Dufty.
Violation removed. Discontinued.
The same v. Joln Schreyer.
Yiolation removed. Discontinued.
The same v. Samuel J. S. Vose.
Not found by Constable.

The same . Henry A, Mott,
Discontinued.

The same ¢ Mr. Freeland.

In the hands of constable.

The same v. Mr. Greenwood.

In the hands of coustable,

The same ». Walter Philips.

In the hands of constalle.

The same v. Robert McConnell.
In the hands of constable.

The same v. C. B. Sheldon.
In the hands of constable.
The same . N. Wood.

In the hands of constable,

The same 7. Eberhard Beek,

In the hands of constable.

The same r. Jane Walsh. Two cases.
In the hands of constable.

The same . John P. Sutton.  Two cases.

12
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In the hands of constable.

The same v. John Riley.

Tn the hands of constable.

The same ». J. Sollner.

Tn the hands of constable.

The same v, Jolm McGarry.

In the hands of constable.

The same ». John Broschart. Two cases.
In the hands of constable.

The same ¢. P. Kenny.

In the hands of constable,

The same v. P. Connelly. Two cases.
In the hands of constable.

The same . Thomas Gunn.

In the hands of constable.

The same v. J. C. Hazlet.

Iu the hands of constable.

The sume v. P. Cullen.

In the hands of constable.

The same v. J. M. Kiefer. Five casos.
In the hands of constable.

The same ». A. C. Hamna.

In the hands of constable.

The same v. J. Schmidt. Two cases.
In the hands of constable.

The same ». John Hickey.

In the hands of constable.

The same . Philip Wackerman.

In the hands of constable.

The same ». Wm. Hackett.

In the hands of constable.

The same ». Alex. Howe.

In the hands of constable.

The same . Philip Berbert.

In the hands of constable.
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DEerartMENT OF Crry ‘YWORKS,
Commissioner’s Oftice, Room No. 15, -
MuxicipAL DerartMENT BUILDING, j
Broosryx, December, 15, 1883.
Hon. Sers Low, Mayor =

Sk :

Iu compliance with the request of yowr Honor, and in accord-
ance with Scction 11 of Article 1 of Ordinances, I herewith sub-
mit stutements of the transactions and work of this depurtment
for eleven months of the present year terminating November 30.

I have eamnestly endeavored to so guide the business of this
department of the city government that all work should be done
and services rendered which the public needs required in such
manner as to conduce to economy, perfect work and proper
results.

The receipts of the department from sources of general revenue
for the cleven months ending November 30, 1883, were
$1,080,474.35. In addition thereto the sum of $223,094.00 has
been received from contractors and others, as temporary deposits
on proposals for work to be done, &c, which, together with the
balance on hand, $2,338.00, January 1, 1883, make the total re-
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ceipts from all sources $1,305906,35, of which the sum of
$1,080,474.35 has been paid into the City Treasury and plwed to
the credit of the several accounts to which the amounts properly
belong. The sum of $212,882.00 has been refunded to contrac-
tors and others for temporary deposits on proposals and for per-
mits for crossing sidewalks under a regulation of the depuartment
in relation thereto, leaving a balance on hand of $12,550.00.

A comparison of the receipts for the present year from sources
of general revenue with those of the corresponding months of the
previous year, shows an increase in deposits of $208,539.00, mak-
ing a total increase from all sourees of $297,198.25

This inercase is from water revenue in the sum of £54,953.76;
from advances on meter accounts, $2,962.50; from vault permits,
$606.15; from sewer permits, $6,024.30; from repairing over water
and sewer connections, $3,920,66 ; from water permits, extensions,
&e., £2,255.23 ; from miscellaneous sources (see statement aceoms-
panying), $17,936.65.

The totn] receipts from water revenne dwring the past eleven
months (including the amount received by the Registrar of Ar-
rears) ageregates §£1,183,208.09, from which the sum of 8423-
759.33 has Dheen transferred to aceount of water maintenance, and
the sum of $533,563.41, paid by the Comptroller for interest on
the bonded debt, refunds, &c.

The present condition of this water fund is as follows:

Balance in Treasury January 1st, 1883, ..., .. coL S324 498 6

Receipts, eleven months, including amrears. ... ... 1,183,208 09
Total. ... ... e e e $1,507,706 73
Transferred and discharged as above. . ... ... .. 457,322 76
Balance in Treasury to credit of accomnt. ... ... $550,383 97

Of which s about $320,000 will be vequived for interest on bonded
debt due January 1, 1884, Probable swrplus, $230,000,

The payments on account of mamtaining the work daring the
cleven months aguregate S369.935.06, of which $97,520.54 was
taken from the appropriation of the water year ending April 30,
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1883, and the sum of $272,405.52 was from the current appropria-
tion for maintaining the work.

The matter which has given me greatest anxiety during the past
season has been that of the water supply. The omission of the
past in looking mainly to immediate wants instead of the true
policy which - should have obtained of providing for present
and future needs at the same time, left me no other recourse but
to pursue the wmethods of my predecessors—that of tiding over
present necessitios by proewring such water supply as was possible
from within the lnes of our present works. But while this was
being done by the cleaning out of pond bottoms, deepening of
wells and having recourse to driven wells, the “continually increas-
ing consumption warned me that no narrow policy should govern
us in the matter of our further supply; but that the work should
be promptly extended on a scale commensurate with the city’s
prospective growth. T therefore caused survevs to be made for
extending the works easterly with the view of adding at least
20,000,000 of gallons daily to our present limited supply. The
plans and caleulations are now rapidly progressing toward com-
pletion, and, in a short time, will be submitted for your con-
sideration.

Greater stornge capacity at Ridgewood is also nnperatively
demanded. With the works extended as proposed, the distiibut-
ing reservoir enlarged, and our newly constrneted pumping engine
working in unison with the three older ones, Brooklyn need have
no fears of a short supply of the purest of water for some years to
come.

The work of laying the new 36-inch supply main (authorized
by resolutions of the Common Council of December, 1882) will
be completed early in the Spring.  This main will not only give
full relief to those suffering from an inadequate supply of water
in the Eastern District, but will be the means of increasing the
pressure through the 48-inch main leading to the Western District.

Touching the matter of sewer construetion, I respectfully refer
you to my report to the Common Council for the year 1882

The experience of the department during the past year has
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fully justified my views as therein expressed. The same class of
applications therein mentioned are constantly being made for re-
lief through small drain pipes for first-class improvements in out-
lying wards. T have mrged upon parties so applying to unite the
property-interests of the streets and construet proper sewers by
private contract under the general sewer plan as the more economi-
cal and satisfactory method of relief, even though every lot owner
should not enter into the compaet to build.  To protect the in-
terests of the original contributors in the matter of expense of
sewering in front of the lots of owners not contributing, I have es-
stablished a regulation providing that nou-coutributors on the line
of a sewer should have the privilege of connecting therewith upon
payment to the original parties in interest of a pro rafa amount
of the cost of the sewer. This plan of relief, however, is con-
fined principally to a single block, as it is impossible to combine
interests on a more extended scale. It has had its advantages,
however, as it has been an incentive to building on the line of
vacant lots selling more readily than in lo-

such improvements
calities with unsewered streets.

The improvement in the condition of the streets, as to cleanli-
ness, siuce the exeeution of the new strect-cleaning contract en-
tered upon July 2, 1883, 15 very apparent.  The ashes have been
removed with promptness and regularity.

In the matter of the encumbrances of streets with building ma-
terial, the department has been subjected to much annovance ;
having been placed in rather a delicate position as between build-
ers and other citizens. Numerous complaints have been made
that the ordinance (which provides the terms of the permit to be
issued by this department), was being constantly violated by build-
ers in placing their material beyond the space allowed for that pur-
pose, and in front of adjoining houses, thereby preventing aceess
thereto from the roadway. The business of this department has
been in these enses simply to enforee the ordinance.  This has
been effected generally with but little trouble.  In some cases,
Lowever the opinion has obtained among a certain class of builders
that the use of the streets for the deposit of building material to
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such extent as they deem proper, is o privilege which they have a
right to claim.  Such claimants fail to comprehend that the Com-
missioner of City Works has no power to grant such privileges—it
being in utter violation of the general public interest.

The condition of the pavement in many of the streets and aven-
ues of our city is far from satisfactory. The failure to become a
law during the last Session of the Legislature of the bill appropria-
ting $300,000 for the repairing and repaving of streets, left this
departnient with a sum inadequate to meet a pressing demand.
With the limited sum left at my disposal from the tax levy, T have
endeavored, first, to repair such streets and avenues as are abso-
lutely dangerous ; second, to repair streets subject to heavy traflic,
which from the nature of their uses require constant attention.

Statements and tables giving details of the work, follow and
form a part of this report.

Respectfully,
RIPLEY ROPES,

Commissioner.
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Amonnl oj Vunm/ BP(- red I):/ the [)«’pm tment j)om Janueery 1 to
Novewber 30, 1883.

Bnlnnce on hand per Annunl Repmt

January 1, 1883 ... i cee e *2,338 00
RecErpts. 2R3 05
For Extra Water Rates, 1831 .,........ 26,717 26
Regular Water Rates, 1882, .. ... ... 1,891 RR
Defanlts on Water Rates, 1882, . .. 25,977 3
Extra Water Rates, 1882, ... ... .. 385,144 40
Regular Water Rates, 1883.... .. ... 336,657 11
Extra Water Rates, 1RR3. .. ... ... .. 3,205 45
Defaults on Water Rates, 1883, . ... i —
! R70.769 20
Advances on Meter Accounts. ...... .......... = 22,222 50
Vault Permits. ... .............. .. TR 1,376 20
Sales Copies of Charter and Ordin-
BIICOS. ¢ eeee e enennnn L 6 00
Water Meters and Setting .........0.... 266 53
Tempomr) Deposits to Cross-walks.!.......... ' 9,199 00
“ of Contractor on, ' o ‘
Proposals .....ooottiiiia Feeeneaen 213,805 00
Repairing and Improving Conditions - ,
of Streets under Laws of 1882.... .......... 20,176 2%
Sewer Permits, &e.......... ... .. ..l 25,258 85
Repaim Streets—old cobble ntoneA .......... ; 109 30!
sold. ...
Re-paving over W. and S. (‘nnuec- .......... 19,196 04
tons . ...
Water Permits, Extensions, &c. .. .. ereneeen 1‘3»063 26
0ld Pump-logs removed........... ' .......... ' 5 50
Street Obstructions . .............. e ; 2 75
’ — 1 303,568 35
Total Cash Receipts from all sources to i -
November 30, I883. ... ... ... ool i l ------------- | 1,30.),906 35
DISBURSBEMENTS. . ‘ ]
Amounts paid into City Trensury to the: i i
credit of the following nccounts, viz.: |
Water Revenue ....................... e 979,769 20
Advances on Meter Accounts. .......... Joveianins ' 22,222 50
Vault Permits........................ . ' 1,376 20[
Revenune Fund......... ... ... ....... ... ! 6 00'
Whater Meters . ....... oot e f 266 )&’
Repnm to Streets, by Inw . ..., ... | 20,176 22,
S oldaccount ...l e . 19,305 34
Repairing and Cleaning Sewers. .., ... .. e : 23,208 K5
Whater Maintenance ... ... ... . ... o, 12,062 26
Wells, Pumps and Crosswalk. ... ... ... ... . 350
Street Obstructions . .......... ... ... .. ... 23 %5
Paid City Treasurer. .......... ... ... L. *1 (Nl) 474 '3»
Ridewnlk Deposits Refunded. . ......... .... e I 8,374 00
Contractors’ Deposits Refunded. ... ... 0 204,508 00
om0 1,203,336 35

Balance Deposits on hand Nov. 80, 1883, ... ... ... ... . .. ... . "*12,0”0 00
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Ezxpenditures on all A((wunfs nf fhc Depm tments from January 1

to November 30, 1883.

REqQuUIBITIONS ON THE COMPTROLLER FOR EXPENDITURBS{
approved for payment by the Commissioner on the|
SJolweing aceounts from January 1 to J\rmv’mbrr(
30, 1883. : |

From appropriations from Water Revenue for the’
maintenance of the water works, under the fol-i
lowing heads of expenditures, viz.: :

Salaries, Commissioner, Registrar’s Bureau, &c...... l
Distribution and repairs ..................0
Ridgewood engine house. ................. .
Prospect engine house.................... i
Ponds and conduits ................. ...
Prospect regervoir........................ i
Ridgewood reservoir. ... ................ :
Smith’s pond pumpmg stations........ ... .
New reservoir..............c.couveuoon..
Watt’s pond pumping station......... .....
Springfield pond pumping station. ... .. .. ..
Spring Creek pumping station.............
Jamaica pumping station.. ................

Supplies, Spring Creek ...........................
Distribution and repairs. . ................
Ridgewood engine house. ................
Prospect engine honse. ..................
Ponds and conduit ......................
Prospect reservoir . ...................... X
Ridgewood reservoir.......................
Smith's pond pumping station......... ... i
New reservoir. .......................... :
Watt's pond pumping station . ............ '
Springfield pond pumping station.........
Jamaica Pond pumping station. ...........

Printing and stationery. .................. ... ... ..

Taxes ... ... e

Tappingmains .......... ... ... ... i

Oﬁiceexpenses.

Contmgenclee and water survey east of Hempstead

Re-survey pipe district................... ... ...

Telegraphichnes. ............................... I

Coal pumping stations............................

From money derived from the issne of Bonds and
Certificates of Indebtedness :

Salaries, extension of distribution, water account. ...
Supplies, extension of distribution.................
Additional water supply, sinking wells, &e...........
New Engine No. 4 and boilers. ....................

) A_moun} 7cm'ried forward ........... FERRRE

i
v

I

3,041 62
22,489 56
110,049 33
52,056 58'

$369,935 06

187,637 09-

$369,935 06
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p

Expenditures on al Accounts of the Department from Jawnary 1,

{0 November 30, 1883.—Clontinued.

Amonnt brought forward ................. 187,637 09
Engineering and inspection. Engine No. 4..... ... .. 3,88 (2
Force maing, Engine No. 4. ... ... oL 18,607 03
Buildiugs, Engine No. 4 . ... . ... o 235,418 36
Contingencies, Engine No. 4o ... oo 3.225 21
New distributing main. ........... ... ... . oL 167,996 =3
Water meters and setting . ........... ... on.

Dykman street sewer, Distriet No. 22...............
Rochester aveuue sewer, District No. 37........ et
Retained per centage on completed sewers . ... ... ...

From moneys derived chiefly from tax levy :

Repairing sewers. . ... ..o i i © 15,508 7
Cleaning «ewers. . ... ... oo 19,242 09
Repniring streets, cobble-stone ............ ... ..., 30,701 84
Repnirs patent pavement conerete. . ... ... .. ... 24,142 81
Repairing streets, by law, including Bedford avenue .. 28 407 19
Cleaning streets. ... ... ..o 108,684 77
Metropolitan avenue bridge . ...................... 315 00
Repairs bridges, ordinary . ............ ... L 3.764 14
Contingencies, D. CC W, Lo oo o o oo L, | 496 T4
Lighting streets. .. .. ... . iviian e [202,649 99
Fuel. publie buildings ... ..o oo oo Co3,452 69
Printing and stationery. ....... ... ... o 10.605 84
Gag, publicbuildings. ... ... ... o oo l 4,630 T2
Docks, piers and dredging. ... L 11,803 29
Truant Home. ... ..o o0 oo 3,140 01
Wells, pumps and erosswalks. ... 14,503 99
Publiebaths, ..o oo o o i T.R30 2R
Removal gnrbage, dead animals, &e................ 10,447 05
Salaries department, ... oLl 163559 K1
Advertising, corporation newspapers. ............... 49,3500 00
Conveying PriSoners. ... ... ot ciiiiiiee s PORS 34
Repairs, publie buildinags . ... ... e P84T 27
Sapplies, puble buildings. ... .o .00 ool 24021 03
Miscellaneous and aldermanic contingencies. . ... ....1 76,873 71
Fountain, Broadway and Fourth street ............. | 000
L Divisiso avenue, . ........... e T
“ Bergenstreet. . ... ... ... ... .. ... ..., ' LY
Street obstruetions.. .. ... .. ... oo i 1,153 25
Speeinl breaks in streets ... L oo oo 2124 15
Washingtou avenne bridge. ... ... ..o .0 100 o0
Tinrd avenue sewer extension. . ... ... . oL 0L 3239 7S

Repairin:g water and sewer connections. 9,406 24

Total expenditures for the eleven months ending
Noveniher 30, 1883

#360,935 08

408,472 34
2275

848 89
3,168 13
110 7

839,901 43

*1,642,459 52






» Apvances ox Drravrr. | Toran | ToTaws.

- METER Acc'T.. . ExTRaAs.

|
TOR5,720 00 ®5,1062 31 $318,575 05i $892,501 61
3 19,260 00’ 4,608 67  333.305 24 044,074 44

B 22,222 50 5,187 33 390,129 64| 1,001,991 70
|
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DrparTMENT OF CITY WORKS,
Bureau of Water Rates, Registrar’s Office, -
BrookLYN, December 1, 1883. ‘

Hon. RirLey Rores, Commissioner Depurtment of City Works :
SIR:

I have the honor to submit the following exhibit of receipts on
sccount of Water Rvenue, for the eleven months commencing
January 1, and ending November 30, 1883 ; also a statement of
receipts for same period, in years 1881 and 1882:

Receipts on account of liens (which includes front-

age), street washers, water closets, and baths

L3 L 685,821 49
Receipts on account of non-liens, which includes

wmetered water, water for steambosts and ship-

ping, bary, fountains, hose-bibs, building pur-

poses, and water retailed for miscelluneous uses ;

also including advance payments on meter ac-

CONBE WETO . ... it ittt reteenenarrernananns 316,170 21
Showing total receipts for 11 months............. 1,001,991 70
The receipts for liens, as above, in year 1882 were. $657,204 20 o
And fornon-Hens. . ... ...l iiieiii e 286,810 24
Total for eleven months. 1882................... 944,074 44
Increase in receipts over 1882 ... ... ... ....... ‘ 37,917 2
The receipts for liens, as above, in year 1881, were $633,067 32 -
And for non-Hens......... ... L L., o 259,434 29
Total receipts, 11 months, 1881, ... .. ... ..... 892.501 61
Increase in receipts over 1881.... ....... ... ... . 104,490 09

The large incrense in receipts is due in part to the addition of
new pipe district, to the many new houses which have been
erected, to the extension of the manufacturing interests, to the
additional facilities offered to tax-payers, and their disposition to
avail themselves of such facilities.

Should the receipts keep up until April 30th next, when the
Water year ends, the amount of liens which will have to be re-
twned to the Registrar of Arrears, will be very much less in pro-
portion than in any year in the past. '

Yery respectfully,
CHAS. A. McLAUGHLIN,
Registrar Water Rufes.
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Depth an'l

MonTR.

Feet.

Janunry......... ... 18.13
February ... ... ... 19.74
March............... 20.10
April ... ... .. 20.31
May................ 19 .46
June................ 18.25
July. ... 20.42
August. ... ... ... 20.42
September........... 17.80
October. ............. 19.60
November............ 20,50
Average ......... 19.52

Maximum winter consumnption

Maximum summer consnmption
Total consumption for eleven months

MoNTH.

" Jauuary
February

Septemﬂei‘ ......
October

REPORT OF

THE

Quantity of Water in  Reservolrs, anl

BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION.--WATER.

averugye
Consuwmption.
RipoEW0OD RESER- MouNt PRrosPECT
YOIR. RESERVOIR.
—  CONSUMPTION
Gallons. Feet. Gallons.
135,823,567  19.44 18,562,622 36,577,010
147,633,074 ° 19.59 18,728,805 34,619,738
150,714,634 19.46 18,584,760 34,679,643
152,479,377 19.43 18,551,554 33,191,764
145,480,326 17.71 16,673,271 34,081,626
135,584,109 13.66 12,444,603 37,013,841
153,501,072 15.36 14,186,788 38,247,747
153,501,072 16.78 15,678,326 38,765,360
131,777,134 17.38 16,318,581 37,142,798
146,639,498 1884 17,901,638 306,647,894
154,244,122 19.38 18,496,246 35,878,130
145,977,114 1791 16,880,124 36,131,232
................................. 40,337,645
............................... 41,708,049
........................... 12,068,026, 386
Work done with Ridyewood Ewgine No. 1.
Eyz 1 LE=f B 4 o 34
=85z | B2_C= “.Zeg BEZE
£33 FE ce=< gEfEg
= 5E SZEY sTEE Gl
=y SE8z4 S n ZOET
zc .-.?i < g £ - é‘ & o £
TH M T -
487 .45 202,345,495 289,710 718,100
303,20 305,019,753 1 302,270 735,600
408.10 246,956,311 . 244,730 604,800
365.50 219,640,055 217,660 533,100
205 .30 175,986,518 174,400 432,600
395.35 241,376,004 230,200 596,300
454 .20 276,119,214 273,630 709,400
483 .45 ORER, 278,834 . 285,680 718,800
302 .15 181,042,004 179,410 460,600
465.20 276,744,854 | 274,250 691,600
29610 175,362,697 ¢ 173,980 438,900
4,463.00  2,679,071,829 ;2,654,920 © 6,639,800

'




DEePARTMENT OF CiTy WORKS. 101

Work done avith Ridgewcod Engine No. 2.

; y .

£ LEgE 0 B 4 po%s

Ao Z Tcz3  TEEE ZEET

,«)5'1‘!!._ ] Ef——-Eu ,C"C'EE Eu:ég.

= &> E] élf. Z z :- & 5] g a

2 & = & =

H. M. o
January. . .............. ... 57830 355,018,318 363,630 1,001,600
February. .. ................ 427.20 208,780,959 .. 275,310 771,400
March.......... ... ... ... 37940 373,508,349 382,630 1,075,000
April.... ... o 8. 15 383,040,078 394,380 1,083,000
May. ... ..o 688 40 439,977,462 450,650 1,269,100
dJune. ... 638 .50 406,333,564 ;416,190 1,210,400
aly. 73055 467,265,535 . 478,600 1,380,000
Augrust . ...l COTI00 1 462,188,684 -+ 473,400 ¢ 1,285,400
September. . ... ... ... .. ... 671,10 432,518,396 | 443,010 1,222,100
October.................... 664.15 427,666,100 438,040 1,188,400
November..... ............. 691.30 443,824,154 © 454,590 1,242,300
_— — |
Totals .................. CTL008.05  4,462,190,597 4,570,430 12,708,700
Work done with Ridyewowd Engine No. 3.

£ Ty E g1 %4

2 T-=2 %58 IEER

Moxry. - SXEE £33 83%%

MoxTth. o EE“E; ;éggf l ggé&

< . QEET ¥ 21" %@

Z | S ' =4 2, ] -

T mm b ?

January. ... 744.00 470,523,368 ' 469,620 | 1,058,100
February.... ... .......... 611.15 | 301,866,955 ¢ 386,190 | 873,000
March..................... 744.00 i 475,762,843 | 468,870 | 1,092,100
April.... ... .. 611.00 300,480,904 384,830 808,900
May ... ... 724.00 463,555,503 456,840 1,036,100
June.... ... ... ... ... 691.45 443,332,534 436,910 1,028,400
dJuly. ..o GNTL0 445,635,903 439,180 1,040,800
August. ... ... ... 3600 473,083,533 466,230 1,063,700
September.... ... . .. ... G17.30 460,491,110 453,820 1,033,500
October..... ............... 740.40 474,433,084 467,560 1,071,100
November. . ... ... ..... .. .. 663. 45 426,417,487 . 420,240 979,100
Totals.................. 7,071.35 4,921,588,788 ' 4,830,200 11,143,800

t
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CONNECTION GANGS.

g : % 5 :

£3 1 2% «i H ;

MonTH. €z 3 <% .} = 3t

£ 3T . S% SF: 3

A B ST 2 5 °

' ! © z 3]
January ... ..., 116 330 57 %454 26 %139 61 £3593 87
February.............. 144 311 00 300 00 180 23 ¢ 480 23
March................ 398 1,481 00 588 75 165 59 754 34
April ... ..ol . 650 1,800 00 848 19 269 85 1,118 34
May. ...oooveiii. 652 2,140 35 996 49 183 75 1,182 24
June.......... ol i 628 1,834 20 922 01 1 220 &5 1,151 86
July....... ... i BTT Y 1,756 00 733 03 ' 346 99 1,080 02
August. . ... ......... 659 2,065 67 TRY TS 329 10 - 1,116 85
September ............ [ 3 11 2,042 75 R20 12 238 24 1,058 36
October. . ............. 603 2,006 10 824 00 245 22 ' 1,069 22
November............. 606 2,033 50 920 49 158 00~ 1,078 49
Totals . ........... 5,600 §18,090 04 &8,195 39 $2 488 43 %10,683 82

Balance.............. ... il 7,400.22
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GRADING AND Pavine.

1 47-100 miles of streets have been graded and paved
under private contracts.

. Gas Lawrs.
Appropriation for 1883
Amount expended for lighting streets to December 1.
Deductions for unlighted lnmps to December 1

38 lamps uncapped and re-lighted
51 new lamps erected under private contracts
434 lanterns delivered to gas companies to replace

worn-out Ianterns. . .......... ... ..o
75 frames delivered to gas companies to replace worn-

out frames. ... . ... . ... e
323 Ianterns and 280 frames now on hand ... ... ..

Docks, PIERS AND BULKHEADS.

Bulkhead foot of South Tenth street
Bulkhead, First street, Gowanus canal
Pier No. 2, Washington ave
Various repairs to piers, &c., amounting to

DREDGING.

At the foot of Division avenue

BRIDGES.

Third street bridge repairing and replanking
Various repairs to bridges amounting to

Porice DEPARTMENT BuiLpINGS.
New cells building, Fiftl: Sub Precinet. ............
Third Preciuct Station House (heating app.)........
Various repairs to Justices’ courts.

RKS,

Amount
Expended. i

Condition.

325,000 00
289,033 64!
755 28;

2,300 00!
1,133 00]
15,770 00,
415 22,

t
#19,518 22

250 00

%086 30

2,845 33;

#3,831 69

3,240 00

900 00.

161 18

Completed.

. Completed.

.

Completed.

Completed.

Conipleted.

.

Completed.

Completed.

Completed.

s

$4,301 18,
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Amount

Expended. ¢ Condition.

Fire DerPArRTMENT BUIiLDINGS.

New Fire Engine house, Eleventh street, near 8th

Re-constructing cellars, Truek 6 and Engine 18......
Repairing bell frame Seventeenth Ward ............

Pusric Batams.

Repeiring and painting 3 baths. ... .. ... ... .
Gang-planks, towing, &e.........ooooio

Crry HaLL.

Various items of repairs amountingto..............

MuxicrraL BuinpiNes.

Various items of repairs amounting to........ ... ...

MIisCELLANEOUS,

\nnous items of filling, feneing, &e............. ...

¢ ¢ cisferns . ... ... oL,
" ¢ constructing culverts and drains . . ..
o ¢ repairing fountains. ...... ... ...,

WELLS AND Puyprs,

Various items of repaims. . ... ... ... .. ... L
Filling in wells condemned by Health Department. ..

CHOBS-WALKS,

86 new cross-walks. ... ... ... ... i 14
220 cross-walks repaired . ... .. Lo L Lo )

CurB, GUTTER AND SIDEWALKS.

21 72-100 miles of curb and yutter reset and vari-)
ous items of repairing sidewalks. ... ... .. ... )

-

¥10,896 00 Completed.
1,945 00!
124 50, s

$£12.965 50|
{
|
#1,147 00! Completed.
i 346 03] s

|
403 03;
£3,255 37. Completed.

$2,165 48 Completed.

#4580 39 Cumpleted.

89 00
1,222 00 ‘“
274 00 e

£2,044 39

£1,321 80 Completed
404 50 ¢

$1,726 30

. $7,858, 89 Completed.
i
i

y

6,455 00 Completed
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Roserr VaxN Burey, Esq.,
(Yhief Engineer, D. C. W.
SIk:

I herewith submit table showing amount of work done and ma-
terials used in this Bureau from January 1 to December 1, 1883.
' Respectfully submitted,
WM. H. GOFF,
General Superintendent of Sewers.

TABLE No. 1.

Boasins clenned . ... ... ... e e 4,830
Brick sewers cleaned, 59,925 feet, equal to................... 11-35 miles

Pipe cleaned, 208,700 feet, equal to............... .. ... ... 39-52 ¢

Sewer connections inspected. ... . ... .. . oo 3,952
Sewers repaired........... ... i e 78
Basing repaired. ... ... .. L 239
Manholes repaired............ ... . .. e 67
Perfornted covers substituted forsolid.. .. ......... .. ... ... ..o L 76
Iron manhole hends substituted forgranite. ........... ............... 80
Sewerbasins built........ ... .. . ... 36
Manholes built........ .. ... . ... 1
Sewer trunks repaired . ... ... .. oL 12

MATERIALS USED.

Loadsofsand......... ... .. .. . 45
Londs of pavingstones.................coooi Ll (SN 28
Barrelsof cement ... ... ... ... e 46
Pounds of nails and spikes. . ........ ... ... . ..ol 3,076
Feet of cement pipe. . ... .. .. .o i 8243
Feet of lmber ... .. .. . . . e 33,6503
Brick. ... e 10,609
Lengths of gutterstone............. ... .. .. ... i 12
Lengths of flagstone......... ... . ... ... .. 2
Lengths of bridge stone. . .......... ... ... .. .. e 4

Feet of curb
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DEPARTMENT OF Crry WOoRKS, )
Water Purveyor’s Oftice,
Room 37, Municipal Building, |
BrookrLyN, December 1, 1883, J
Hon. RipLeY Rorpgs, .
Commissioner Dept City Works.
SI:

Hereunto annexed you will find tabulated statements of the
work of the several branches of the Water Purveyor’s Bureau for
eleven (11) months of the year 1883. Table No. 1 shows that
portion of the work of the Repair Yards and Permit Offlce which
it is practicable to tabulate. The leaks in water mains have been
20 per cent. less than during the previous year.

The number of fire hydrants repaired, has been 12 per
cent. less than during the year 1882, notwithstanding the increase
in number of hydrants, and the increased use of them by street
sprinklers and street cleaners. This is due to the better organiz-
ation of the repair gung, which is now composed of practical
machinists, with a portable machine shop in their repair wagon.
By this means the work is now done more effeetually and economi-
cally than it has been heretofore.

The leaks in service pipes were 622 more than last year, the
detection of increased number of leaks is due to a greater efficiency
in our inspection corps, as well as to the use of the waterphone.

Five hundred and six (506) more taps have been driven this
year than were last, due mainly to the increase in number of new
buildings.

Fewer premises have been cut off for non-payment of extra
water rates, this year than were last. The inspectors possessing
the advantage of last year’s experience, have succeeded in procur-
ing a settlement of the accounts, in most cases, without resorting
to the extreme measure of cutting off water.

Complaints of waste of water, and violations of rules, have in-
creased from 971 in 1882, to 2,109 in 1883, which fact speaks
well for the vigilance of the inspectors.
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Permits for extension have increased this year 25 per cent. over
those of last year, which is chiefly due to more effective work
by the inspectors. Plumbers are more careful and prompt in the
matter of obtaining permits for doing this class of work than ever
before.

A new system for the inspection of hydrants has been gradually
introduced, the inspection and repairs of hydrants being simul-
tancous, thereby effecting a large saving over the old system.

In order to save water that must be drawn from large districts
of pipe, as well as to prevent inconvenience to consumers by shut-
ting off the water, when repairs are to be made, a large number of
new stop-cocks have been set, during the year.

Table No. 2 shows the work of the meter service; 212 having
been added thereto during the year; the meters in use are gener-
ally in a satisfactory condition ; a stringent inspection of plumbing
work in connection with the setting of meters has largely reduced
the cost of their repairs.

Table No. 3 shows the work of the inspectors of plumbing with
the number of leaky and wasteful water fixtures found by them,
and developing facts which demonstrate the necessity for continu-
ing the work.

Table No. 4 shows the work of reswrvey, the figures given de-
termine_the amount of money that has been annually lost to the
city in the past, and that would continue to have been lost had
not this work béen undertaken. The great number of surrep-
titious connections made with the water service shows the
necessity for the passage of a law, making this kind of theft a
misdemeanor, punishable as other thefts are punished.

Table No. 5 shows the work done on construction; over 2,000
feet of distributing mains have been laid in excess of the amount
Inid last year, exclusive of the new mainnow under construction
in the Eastern District.

The progress made in laying the new Eastern District main has
been very satisfuctory. The work was commenced in the month
of June of this year, and has continued to this date with but one
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interruption, viz. : that of one month (August), caused by delay at
the foundries in casting of pipe. The estimated number of feet of
pipe to be laid under the terms of the contract is 29,674, of
which about 24,862 feet have been laid. The completion of this
important work is assured early in the Spring of 1884.

One foundry has finished its contract with the city, the other
foundry will, in all probability, have completed its contract by the
15th of the present month.

Respectfully submitted,
PETER MILNE, Jr,
Water Purveyor.
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TABLE No. 3.
WORK OF INSPECTORS OF PLUMBING.

January 1 to December 1, 1883.

Number of houses inspected.. ... L oL 8,026
Water closets found with single valves, or running all the time while in

LR 1,448
Water closets and urinals with no valves, water let on by common stop-

COUR. e e 203
Hydrants with fixtures for holding down the handles. . ... ... . .. ... 10
Hydrant wastes connected with privy vaults.. ..o o o 295
Boston water cluset valves acting as stop-cocks.. ... oo oL 117
Water found mnningg continually . ..o ooo oo - 34
Sundry violations of rales. .. oL 22

«

TABLE No. 4.

WORK OF RE-SURVEY.

Amount, regular rates placed on books, May 1, I883. ... ... ... ... L1912 40
Extra liens placed on books, May 1, 1883.............. ... 5,247 00

Total. ....... e e e *10,159 40
Amount taken off books, May 1, I8R3 ... ... .. oL 291 00
Balance. . ... ... 0,808 40
A11-\t.\lmt, increase extra rates (ot liens) ... ... .. oLl 3,909 64
Total. ... e e e e e e e ¥15,778 04
Number of streets and avenues re-surveyed prior to May 1, 1883, ... ... ... 129
Streets and avenues re-surveyed since May 1, 1883.. .. ..., ... 82

Extra water closets found, not charged. .. ... ... ... ..o L 2,075

Extra baths found, uot charged. ........ ... ... ... .. .. ... 165

Street washers found, not charged........ ..... ... ... ... ... 301

Buildings cut off for non-payment since January 1, 1883. .. .... 93

Buildings turned on since January 1, 1883.................... 75
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TABLE No. 5.
WORK ON CONSTRUCTION.

January 1 to December 1, 1883.

Number of feet, 8-inch water pipe laid. .. ... oo oo oL 13,341
B-inch water pipe lnid. ........ ... oo i 1,747
12-inch water pipe laid. . ........... ... ... ... ... .. 1,442
Total . e e 16.530
Number of streets and avenues............... .. o il 35
B-inch stop-cocks set. ... .0 oL 28
B-inchstop-cocksget .. ..o L0 Lo 2
12-inch stop-coeks set.. ... L 2
Firehydrautsset. . ... oo o oo 1

.

WORK ON NEW E. D. WATER MAIN,

Number of feet, 20-inch main Iaid.. . ... ... .. .. ... .. ........ ... 7,820
J0-inchmain id. ... .. .o o L 3,236

SU-inchmmin laid. . ... ... ... ... . 13,806

Lotal. e 24,862
Number of I2-inch stop-cocks set. ..o o o oo oo 2
20-inch stop-cocks set Lo oo o 15
S0-inchstop-cocks et ... oo 1

J0-inch stop-cocksset ... Lo L oo R |
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BUREAU OF STREETS.

Report of Notice and Complaint Clerk, from January 1
to December 1, 1883,

Complaints received by Superintendent, as per ** Register,” from *‘Inspectors,”
“Board of Health,” ¢ Departwent of Police,” and citizens, for violation of
city ordinnnces, from January 1 to Decewber 1, 1883 :

Dangerous sidewnlks, ... ..o e e e e 154
Obstrnetions, sidewalks ... . o oo i 158
Obstructions, Strects . . ... . e 183
DTty Streets. . . .o e e e 359
Non-removal Of J8LeN . ... oot e e e 58
Building material obstructing street and sidewalk..................... ... 216
Dirt and rubbish left on the street after bnilding. ... ................... 153
Carts, wagons and trucks standing on public streets. ... ................ 124
Signg across and on the sidewalk. ... ... o oo L il e 20
Peanut stands obstrueting sidewalk. . ... oo ool 17
Dangerous coal slides. ... ... o e 4
onp curtains obstructing stdewalk ..o o oo Lol 10
Conl boxes obstructing sidewalk. .. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ...... 22
Buildings, fences and stoops overaren line. ....... ... L 5
Fire hydvants obstructed. ... ... oo 19
Ash boxes obstructing sidewalk. ... ... e 129
Dead and dangerous trees.. .. ... o i e 234
Snow and ice on sidew: nlk ............................................ 12
Dead animals. o e 41
Dangerous awnings. ... e 25
Cellar diggers dropping dirt onthestreet................ ............. 29
Miscellateous. . ... ..o e 28
Dangerous telegraph poles. ..o oo oo 3
Newspaper stands obstrueting sidewalk. ... ........... .. .. ... ... ..., 2
Noneremoval of garbage. ... e 4
Bill boards obstructing sidewalk. ... ....... ... ..... . ... ... . ... 5

Fotal. e 2,034
Total number complaints received. ... ........c.veiiiiininrioinne.... 2,034
Total number notices served. ... ... ..o 1,617

A number of the above complaints were served with a second notice, and
where parties refused to obey notices of the Commissioner or Superintendent,
they were put in the hands of the Corporation Counsel for prosecutiou, or their
goods were sent to the corporation yard.
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Guods, &c., remored to the Corporation Yard for violation

1883.
January 12
¢ 20
Feb, 10.
. 1h. .
¢ 23.
March 8.,
o 12..
April 18
May 8.,
o 11.
June 9..
- 15..
¢ 22
July 4.,
. 19..
¢ RENN
Sept. 17..
4“" 7.
(31 17' .
‘ 19..

of the City Ordinances.

.... One wagon from Adams street, between Myrtle and Fultun ave-

nues,

. Three barrels pitch from Furman street, between Fulton aud

Montapue strects,

.. One ladder from 89 Livingston street.
. One peanut stand from southeast corner Court street and Atlantic

avenne.

. Transparencies over street lamps corner Adams and Fulton.

o corner Myrtle avenue and Adams street and cor-
ner Myrtle and Navy.

. Three loads timber from Tompkins avenue and Floyd street.
.. One boiler from corner Delmonico place aud Tompkins avenue.
. One wagon from 123 Graham avenue.
. One peanut stand from corver Smith and Wyckoff streets.
. Wooden structure from corner South Oxford street and Fulton

avenne,

. Wooden awning from eorner Duffield street and Myrtle avenue.
. One larpe refrigerator from Cumberland street and Fultoun ave-

nue,

. Oue axle, one cart top, nine wheels, part of wagon with two

wheels, five tires, one pole and whifletree, one shafts of
cart, one part of wagon with two wheels from Classon ave-
nue, between Pacific and Dean streets,

. One truck from Lafayette avenue, between Marey and Tompkins

avenue.

.{One newspaper stand from corner Flatbush avenue and State

street,

.. 10ne conl box from 669 Broadway.
.Eight barrels and seven bags Honr and nine baskets peachex from

corner Duthield street and Myrtle avenue.

.. {One chair, one table, one bag feathers from 46 Myrtle aveuue.
. {Oue erib, nine chairs, one rocking chair from 48 Myrtle avenue.
{One wagon from Aduis street, corner Willoughby street.
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Goods, &c., delivered from the Corporation Yard to the

1882.
March 15
April
May
June

“ 22.
July
[ 30
Sept.
“ 2
October
22,

.- ;One wagon from 154 Atlantic avenue
..!One peanut stand from corner Smith and Wyckoff

owners.

i

.. Drop curtain removed from 475 Fulton strect, at an

expense to0 OWNer. ... ..... ...
. Three load timber from corner Tompkins avenue and
Floyd street

streets........ ... .. ..l
street .. .. ... ... 0 L
. Part of wagon from Classon avenue, between Pacific
and Dennstreets. . ................ ... ... .....

..'Wooden awning from Myrtle avenue and Duffield street
..'One peanut stand from Myrtle and Vanderbilt avenues.
.. Eight barrels flour, seven bags flour aud nine baskets

penches from corner Duflield street and Myrtle
BVEDUE. . ..ot ttettte et

...One crib, nine chairs and one rocking chair from 48

Myrtle avenue

...One wagon from Lafayette avenue, between Marcy and

Tompkins avenues

...|One cart from Furman street, hetween Fulton and

Montague streets

Amount.

$1 00

875
2 00

3 00
4 00
No chg.
4 00
4 00
5 00
5 00
300
2 00

g0 7
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Miscellaneons.

January 5.... Removed dirt and rubbish from Piers 1 and 2, Wall-

‘e 12
March 15
April 2

“ 13
¢ 19
May 1
(1] 10
(X3 10
o 16.

Augnst 17,

Sept.  21..

October 30.
Nov. 24.

.. Cleaned and removed dirt from Wash

.. Removed ashes from sidewalk on North

about, at anexpenseof. ... ... L

.. Removed 255 Elevated Railroad foundation stone from

Bridge Company’s yard, Washington and Kent ave-
nues and Wallabout place, and stored in yard on
Washington avenue, at an expense of. . ... ..., ...

.. Removed boiler from Tompkins avenue, corner Del-

monico place, to the yard on Washington avenne
atanexpense of.. ... ... oo ool
aventie,
between Flushing avenue and the Bridge, at an ex-
pense of. .. L

.. Removed ashes from southwest corner Flushing and

Grand avennes, Grand avenne, 150 feet north of
Myrtle avenne, Graham strect, between 3Myrtle
and Willonghby avenues, at an expeuse of .. .. .. ..

.. Removed ashes from Uunion avenue and North Seventh

street at anexpense of ... oo o oo

.. Removed ashes and dirt from Meserole avenne, Skill-

man avenue and Ewen street at an expense of ...

.. Removed tree blown down, corner President and Clin-

ton streets, at anexpense of ... .. o oL

.. Removed tree blown down, corner Eighth street and

Fifth avenue, at an expense of. . ... ... ... .. ...

.. Removed dangerous tree from northwest corner Gates

and Grand avenues at an expense of.. ... L

.. Removed dangerous tree from southeast corner Third

avenue awl Forty-second street at an expense of

.. Removed dirt from Throop avenue, between Lexington

and Greeue avenues, at an expense of

etween First and Second streets, at an expense of .

... Removed ashes and dirt from northeast corner of

Grand aud Olive streets at au expense of.. .. ..

Amount.

£20 00

71 00

300
15 0
24 60
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First Ward. ... 3,751
Second e e e e 349
Third e e e e 1,607
Fourth e 895
Fifth e e e 440
Sixth e 1,547
Seventh e e e e e 2,601
Eighth T . 357
Ninth, PO 539
Tenth TN 710
Eleventh E P e e e e 1,731
Twelfth e e e e 607
Thirteenth e e e e e 1,681
Fourteenth e e e e 902
Fifteenth E T 776
Sixteenth PP 47
Seventeenth e e e e e 663
Eighteenth e e e e e 528
Nineteenth e 1,413
Twentieth e 1,756
Twenty-first G e e 837
Twenty-second  “* . ... 902
Twenty-third N 584
Twenty-fourth ... 289
Twenty-fifth e e 574

Total. ... 26,786

16
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Permits granted from Janum y1 to Norvember 30, 1883,

PeRrMITS FOR NEW BUILDINGS.

FOr New BOUSES. . ... e e s 1,890,
Extensious.s....... . ... o T8
Factories. ... ... i 10
Stables. .. ... .. 12,
Walls. o e 6
Churches. ... . ... ... .o i i o 3!
Schools. ... 1
ShOPS . .o e 5
Storehouses. ... ... .. . e 1
ATIOTIOR . ... o 1

Toalterbuildings. ........... ... . . . i 271
Repair buildings. ....... ..o oo il 180

CrosswALK PERMITS.

Fordiggingeellars. ... ........ ... . ... . 1,206
Grading lots. ... ...t e 48
Fillinglots. ... ... ... i ' 46

Crossing walks in all parts of the city. ... ......... ... ... ... .. 9

Crossing walks tostable. . ....... .. ... ... ... oo 10

Crossing walks to cart materiaton lot. ... ... ... ... ... .. ..., 56

Crossing walks for business purposes. . ........... .............. 20

_—t
SPECIAL PERMITS. i 1

To cut down dead and dangerous trees. ... ..................... 305:
Trimtrees. ... ...t i 17
Planttrees.............. ... ... 156
Relaysidewalks. . ........ ... ... ... . .. ... 207!
Relay sidewalks in all parts of thecity.. ................... 9
Pavewalks... ... ... .. 4
Pave streets. . .. oo i e : 3
Place dirt and rubbish on streets. . .............. ... ... .. .. . 11
Erect telegraph polesand wires. ... ... .. .. ... ... ... . ... 1
Erect lnmp posts. .. .......... .. | 8
Erect tie POBtS, . ... .. e | .5
Erect board fences. . ....... ... .. ... ... L e 4
Erect temporary platforms. . ...... ... .. ... oL 11
Erectawnings. ........ ... .. ... 112
Repairawnings. ............ . | 14
Remove awning posts. . ........... s i 4
Erect bridge overstreet. ... ............. ... ... ... ... .. .. . 1
Constract tunnel acrossstreet. . ........... ... ......... . ... ; 1
Place material onstreet. .. .. ... ... ... L 281
Build vaults and ovens. ............ ... ool 59I
Repnir vanltsand ovens., ... .............. ... .. .. e 28
Bridge gutter for driveway. .............. ... ... .. 23!
Remove old buildings. . .. .. B 18'
Build tires on street for roofm" purposon .................. 60

Carried forward ) ' \

2,458

1,385
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Special Permits.—Concluded.
Brought forward.......... ... .. ... ... .. ... ...

Repair railroad track and switches. ... ........ ... ... 0L 28

Place platform sealesonstreet. ....... ... .... .. ... ... .. .. 11

Place arms on telegraph poles. ... ....... ... ... ... ... .. I 29
Repair cesspools. .................... ... Lo : 1

Repair crosswalksl. ... ...t ' 3
Lay tanbark on street................. R 2
Lay steam pipe...........o.oiniiiiiii 6
Open streets to put in sewer foreity...... .. ... ... ... ... 13,
Open walk to repairscales. .............. ... . ... ... ... 1

Repairdriveway. ... ........ ... ... oL L 44!
Repairsalt waterpipe................ ... .. ... ... 1

Fill in old wells in all parts of the eity.. .. ... .......... ... 4
Erect derrick for hoisting. . ......... ... ... o oL a3
Open street to repair shafting. ... ...... ... .. ... ... ... 1!
Open street to repairoil pipe........ ... . ... .. ... ... ... 3;
Erect sign for public meetings. ............... ... .. ... .. . ol
Place ground plates for fire boxes. . ............ ... ... ... ... 1t
Erectsignposts........ ... ... ... ... i 3
Remove banner poles. ........... ... ... ... ... : 1.
Place tinroof onstreet. ... .............. .. ... .. ... 1i
Open street tolay gnsmains. ............... ... ... ... .. 38!
Place iron pipeonstreet. . .................. ... ... ! 1
Erect bridge over street for temporary use.................. : v
Open street todriveiron pin................ ... ... ... ..... ' 3
Place rope across street for hoisting. ... ........ ... ... .. ... b

Rebuild telegraph wires. ............. ... ... ... ... ... 3
Repairroadway . ....... ... .. ..o 4
Removeoil tank. . ... . .. ... ... o 2
Mix mortaronstreet. ...... ... . ... ... oo 14
Open walk to build conl shutes. ......... .. ... .. ... ... .. 8
Fillimstreet. . ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... il 4
Fenceinsidewnlk.... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ..., 1
Dump sand and stone on street. ... ........................ 3
Erectstoop..... ... .. .. . . 3
Remove o1l bleacher across street.......................... 3
Uncover publiceistern................................... 1
Erect gates at railrond crossing......... ... ... ... L . 2
Erect dermick oneannl. . ... ... . ... ... .. L ' 1

— 1,553
Total. ... ..o , 5,408

The increase in the number of building permits granted over the year 1882 is
569, and the total increase in all permits granted is 692.
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BUREAU OF SUPPLIES.

TABLE NO. 1.

Amount of Bills Certified from January 1st, to November 30th, 1883.

Truant Home. . ... e s ! 5,325 48
Fire Department. ... ... ..ottt . 46,672 50
Department of Police and Excise.................. ... ... o0y, 5,092 95
Corporation advertising. ................... ... e i 54,000 00
Transportation of prisomers................coiiiiiiiiiniiina. 4,583 36
Printing Minutes Common Council documents, &e................ 2,505 39
Printing and stationery. ... ... e 7,686 90
Fuel for Public Buildings, W.D.. ... ... .. ... .. ... ... 3182 29

R . ED. ... 340 25
Gag ¢ ¢ PN ©12,324 75
Department of e 541 50
Miscellaneous purposes. ... ... ...t e e 193 50
Supplies for Keepers City Hall and Municipal Building............ " 1,087 16
Repairs Public Buildings. ... ... .. ... .. ... ... . i 139 36
Celebration Fourth of July, 1883.... ... (... .. .. ... ... ... ... 2,44 00
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TABLE No. 2.
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Yearly Contracts expiring December 31, 1883, and amounts ex-

pended thereon to November 30, 1883.

FOorR WHAT PuURPOSE.

Amonnt of; Amount
Contract. | Expended.
1

Bread for Truant Home.............. ... ........... 775 00
Meats and fish for Truant Home. . ..................... 1,195 00
Hay, straw, feed, &c., for Truant Home....... ... ..... 435 36
Supplies for keepers, City Hall und Municipal Building.. 1.087 16
Hay, oats, straw, &c., for Fire Department............. 10,303 20
Seed, seed potatoes, manure, mops and brooms, books and

stationery for Truant Home ........................ 300 00
Cloth, towelling, bed-ticking, blue denims, &c., for Truant

Home........o .o e 307 00
Shoes for Truant Home.................. ... ......... 841 60
For keeping and serving two (2) ambulances, W. D., for, .

Department of Health. . ...... ... ... ............. 814 00
For keeping and serving two (2) ambulances, E. D., for

Department of Health. . ......... . ................ 823 13
Printing Minutes Common Couneil. . ... ............. ... 4.000 00
Leather, &c., Fire Department.......... ......... .. .. 179 18
Miscellaneous suppliey, Fire Department. ... .. .. ... 1,210 90
Telegraph supplies, Fire Department . ... ...... .. ..., 1,189 00
Bedsteads, bedding, &c., Fire Department.............. 439 73
Painters’ supplies, Fire Department. ... ... .. ... ... 378 00
Materinl for repair shop, Fire Department....... .. .. .. 1,203 00
Rubber goods, Fire Department.. .. ... ... ........... 689 00
Stationery, &c., Fire Department. . ... ... ... ... ... 597 00
Stationery, blanks, blank books, for Building Department. 459 50
Transportation of prisoners........................... 5,000 00
Materinl for wheelwright shop, Fire Department. ... .. .. 264 00
Hose (2,000 ft.), Fire Department. ... ... ........ .... 1,860 00
Hose (2,000 ft.), Fire Departwent ... ... ... ..... 1,860 00
Coal, W. D., Fire Department... .. ... ............. ... 1,871 25
Coal, E. D., Fire Department. . ....................... 1,192 50
Wood, Fire Department. ... ........ ... ........... 288 00
Lumber and timber, Fire Department. ....... ... ... .. .. 1,320 72
Lime, lath, cement, &c., Fire Department.. . ... ... ... 226 16
Stationery and books for the various departments and

Justices’ Courts. . ....... ... ... ... ... ol 5,440 00
Stationery, &c., Department of Health.............. ... : 153 00
Books and blanks, Department of Health. .. ... .. ... ... 855 00
Stationery for Department of Police............... ... 1,112 39
Blanks for Department of Police. . ... TR 247 00
Hay, feed, oats and straw for Department of Health. . .. 308 00
Supplies, &c., Department of Police................... 525 00
Supplies, &c., for the various Justices’ Courts........... 7 93
Three (3) boilers, Fire Department. . .................. 1,874 00

%631 41
955 41
379 62

1.087 16

7,027 00

300 00

307 00
84 60

370 00

523 81
2,509 69
179 16
1,210 90
1,189 00
439 73
378 00
1,203 00
689 00
507 00
159 50
4,583 28
204 00
1,118 00
1,116 00
1,387 22
841 30
212 40
1,320 72
226 16

5,400 00
153 00
600 00

1.112 39
247 00
209 18
525 00

79 93

1,674 00

Carried forward. ................... ..ol -$50,836 69 $41,978 57
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TABLE No. 2.—Concluded.

Yearly Contracts expiring, .

For wHAT PuRrPosE.

Amount of
Contract.

Amount
Expended.

Brought forward. ... ... ... ... .o il
Twelve (12) Aldermanic badges. ........... ...........
One (1) Amoskeng steam fire engine for Fire Department.
Gas, Public Buildings, People's Gas Light Co...........

o Brooklyn Gas Light Co..........

‘ Williamsburgh Gas Light Co.....

‘ Metropolitan Gas Light Co. ... ...

o Nassau Gas Light Co.......... ..

o Citizens’ Gas Light Co...........

Ice, PublicBuildings. ................................
Fireworks, Fourth of July celebration............... ...
Conl, Public Buildings, W. D..........................
¢ E D ...

Conl, Truant Home.................. ....... ... ....
Hose (4,000) ft., Fire Department. . ....................
One Hayes Extension Truck, Fire Department.. .......
Manure, Fire Departmnent, paid city for privilege of re-
moval, $97.00. ... .. ... e

Wood, Public Buildings, E. & W.D......... ........ :

Binding Minutes, Vols. 1, 2. and documents Common

Council. ... . . e e
Fire alarm boxes for Fire Department..................
Groceries, Truant Home .. ............................
Blanks for the various departments and Justices’ courts. .

50,836 69
518 40
4,500 00
582 35
6,741 40
1,956 66
722 33
816 15
1,505 86
695 00
1,900 00
4,706 30
1,158 54
332 50
3,640 00
3,150 00

178 85

300 00
6,250 00
1,258 40
1,374 00

#93,023 52

$41,978 57
J18 40
4,500 00
148 94
4,125 96
409 46
39 54
119 22
190 48
618 82
1,900 00
2,255 00
641 30
332 50
3,640 0O
3,150 00

1,114 51
1,874 00

#067,058 70
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TABLE No. 3.

Mayor's Orders acted upon from Januwary 1, 1883, to November
30, 1883.
Amount i Amount
Department or Purpose. Appropriated, Expended.
. . . I
| |
Fuel Public Buildings. ... ........................ ' #47 00 §45 50
Printing and Stationery.............. ... ... ... 17 00 14 00
Supples Public Buildings.......................... 98 00 9 25
Contingencies. . ........ivirninninn s, , 20 00 17 25
$182 000 172 00
i
TABLE No. 4.

Resolutions of the Common Council acted upon for the year 1883,
commencing January 1, 1883, and ending November 30, 1883,
inclustve.

l Amount Amount
'Appropriated! Expended.
t

Department or Purpose.

Truant Home. .. ... vttt e $1,052 00 $#9R2 37
Fire Department......................cc0oovninn.. C 11,235 00, 7,827 03
Repairs to Public Buildings. ...................... 225 00 92 36
Celebration of Fourthof July..................... 540 00 540 00
Printing and Stationery................ ... ... 1,272 00 806 40
Fuel for Public Buildings......................... 1.046 00, ° 1.033 42
Contingent and Miscellaneous Accounts............. 350 00 223 90
Street Cleaning and Obstructions. ................. ‘ 250 00 250 00
Supplies to Public Buildings.....>................. 680 50: 535 70
Wallabout Dock.................. .. .. ... . 172 0 14 79
Department of Buildings. . ........................ ' 95 00 82 00
Repairs and Supplies to Bridges. .................. 148 00 28 50
Church Bedford avenue and Madison street......... 150 00 125 00
Church Hicks and Summit streets.................. 150 00! 150 00
Health Department.............................. 240 00 36 00

#17,605 500 #12,257 47
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TABLE No. 5.

Resolutions of the Finance Committee of the Conmmon Council, acted
upon from January 1, 1883, to November 30, 1883.

T . . b - - . ST

|
|

Department or Purpose. Approprmted i Expended

Union Gas Light Co., for Trunant Home, passed
December 18,1882 ; entered January 11, 18%3.:

Gas for month of October, 1882......... g 231 50 £31 50
f—
[ #3150 1 93150
i )

TABLE No. 6.

Bridgekeeper’s supplies furnished. from Janunry 1, 1883 to Novem-
ber 30, 1883.

Gallons of oil (about)........... 24 OilCans.......... ..... 4
Locks. ... iiiiiiat , 13 Hatchets............... .0
Cornbrooms................... "'90 Chains................. 0
Rattan broomns................. 5  Hammers ... . ... . ... 1
Wircbrooms. .................. 0 :Squirt Cans............ 4
AXeS. ... i 1 Rope.................. 83 feet.
Woodenshovels. ............... 4 Waste......... . ....... 6 1bs.
Steel shovels. .. ................ 3

Wrenches. . ... ... 3
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Bridgekeeper’s supplies on hand November 30, 1883.
Gallons of oil (abont). .......... U JOdCans. oo Lo i
Locks. .o ieiiiiii i 16 JHatehets. . ... ........ 0
Corn brooms. ... .............. 20 (Chains............... .. 1
Rattan brooms................. 18 [Hammers.... .......... 1
Wire brooms .......v. ..ol 3 {Squirtcans. ......... .. 28
Axes.... ...l 11 l Rope. ..... ... ... 7 fathoms
Wooden shovels. . .............. 19 !Waste. ... ... . a4
Steel shovels. . . ....... ........ 15 {Wrenches.... .......... 3
Charterand Ordinances. . .. ... o o, 165
Directories (Brooklyn City....0 ... 0
. Direetories (New York City). ... ... ... ... o i 0
One platformseale (Fairbanks). ... ... ... ... ... .. ..., 1
One Aldermanic badge, Die..... .. ... .. .. ........ .. ... ....... 1

17



Digitized by GOOS[G



REPORT

OF THR

Department of Assessment.

-+

DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENT, 1
BrookLyNn, December 1, 1883.

Hon. Skt Low, Mayor :
DEar Sir :

I have the honor to report the proceedings of the Department
of Assessiment for the year ending November 30, 1883, as follows:

ANNUAL ASSESSMENTS.

The valuations for 1883 of the taxable real and personal pro-
perty in the city were duly made. The sum thereof for each of
the wards, together with the same for 1882, is shown in Schedule
A, hereto annexed. They aggregate as follows :

Increase or Decrease

1883. 1882. in 1683,
Real Estate. ... ......... R280,800,597  $264,404,017 Increase, ¥16,396,580
Personal Property ...... 18,133,909 19,334,300 Decrease, 1,198,391

Heal and Personal....... $208,936,506  $263.738,317 Incrense, $15,198, 189
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Of the personal property included above, $5,425.109 in 1883,
and $4,950,760 in 1882, the capital of certain corporations, is ex-
empt from State tax here, because especially tax>d at Albany for
State purposces.

REAL ESTATE.

The increase of assessments of real estate in 1883 is §16,396,-
580, of which $6,871,900 is for new buildings (see Schedule B).
This leaves $9,524,680 to be attributed to other causes—these are
actual Increase of value and rectification of former valuations.
Considerable increase was realized from the latter canse in 1881
and 1882, but much less in 1883—it is probable that not over
$2,000,000 is attributable to equalization of valuations, while all
the remaining inercase represents either new buildings or en-
hanced value.  Much has been said about increased assessments,
but as matter of fact, probably less than one-third of the pareels
of property have been appratsed higher than before, during the
years 1881 to 1883 inclusive.  Those whose assessments have not
been raised do not objeet, but the others are suficiently numer-
ous, though in a minority, to attract attention to their complaints
—and yet the Assessors have only attempted _to put all on one
plane of equality—rather should they who complain, congratulate
themselves, (if they have a heart for it,) that in the years past they
have escaped from a part of their liability, by reason of under-
assessiient, than that now they must assume their full, fair share
of the public burdens.

Then, too, anple opportunity was given to all who were able to
prove over-assessment to have the sane corrected—the entire
month of June having been, pursnant to law, devoted to that
purpose.

That the Assessors are very ready to correct, when shown to be
wrong, is proved by the fact that out of 1,364 cases in which
owners, in June last, were willing to make the necessary attidavits
to the statements on which they based their applications for re-
duetion, 888 did recetve deductions. When it is considered that
n 15870, with a popudation of 396,009, the assessments of real and
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personal property were $201,210,859, or $533 per capita; and in
1883, with & population estimated at 628,300, the assessments
were but $298,936,506 or $476 per capita, it cannot fairly be sup-
posed that the valuations now are excessive.

PERSONAL PROPEKTY.
The following is a classified statement of the assessments of

personal property :
Liable tv City and County Tares and nol to State Tuwes.

1883. 1882, Increase or
Decrease in 1883,
Gas companies. ... ............ $2,443,600  $2,404,500 Incrense, 39,100
Insurance companies........... 122,000 131,100 ‘Decrease, 29,100
Railrord companies............ 2,148,600 1,801,600 Increase, 347,000
Ferry companies. .............. 495,000 483,000 Increase, 12,000
Sundry companies. ............ 167,600 62.300 Increase, 105,300
25.376,800  #4,902,500 ‘Increase, #474,300
Ada for shares of banks belong-
ing to corporations exempt
from State tax. ............. 48,309 48,260 Incrense, 49

#3,425,109 . $4.950.760 Increase, $474,34Y

Liable tv City, Counly und Stute Taxes.

1883, 1882, Inecrease or
Decrease in 1882,
Mauufacturing companies . . . . .. 087,300 770,400 Decrease, $183,100
Shareholders of banks, less in- ! .
o cluded above. .. .......... ... 2,152,300 1 1,946,740 ‘Increase, 205,560
Individuals .. ................. i 9,971,200 i 11,666,400 {Decrease, 1,693,200
!

|#12,710,800 | #14,353,540 |Decrense, 1,672,740

Liable to city and county taxes

only ... 5,425,109 l 4,950,760 |Increase, $474,349
Liable to city, county and State’
LAXEB. . ... i | 12,710,800 & 14,383,540 Decrense, 1,672,740
. : T _ o
Total personal property. ........ 18,135,909 ‘ #19,334,300 Dccronsoﬁl.l&_)ﬁ,l‘!ﬂ{
i |
Corporate property............ fOB164,709 | $7,667,900 Increase,  %496,809
Individuals, ... .. ............ C9,971,200 | 11,666,400 :Dccrvnsc, 1,695,200

i. RV

Total. . ....eeienninenn. DR18,135,009 1 $19,334,300 [Deerease, 1,198,301
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It is observable that while the assessments of the personal
property of corporations are $496,809 more than in 1882, those of
individuals are $1,695,200 less than in 1882, This is undoubt-
edly the natural result, under our very imperfect tax laws, of the
increase made last year of this class of property, when the amount
assessed to individuals was $4,056,050, or more than 50 per cent.
greater than in 1881.

All of those assessed in 1882, excepting a very small number
removed or deceased, were again assessed for like amounts in
1883, besides a large number of persons not before assessed, but
having been found out in 1882, and though then unable to avoid
the assessments many of them took care to avail themselves of the
numerous loop-holes of the law through which they were prepared
in time, to escape in 1883.

TAX LEVIES AND TAX RATES.

In Schedule C. is given a statement for each of the past fourteen
years to the present, of the population, assessments, tax levies for
State, County and City purposes respectively, and the tax rates.

LOCAL ASSESSMENTN.

This branch of the duties of this department continues, under
the operation of the two-third act, as it is called, to be practically
suspended, Schedule D., containing the statement of but one pre-
liminary estimate for a proposed improvement, and Schedule E.
but one for a local assessment, and that only for the expenses in-
cident to the closing of a useless street. It is perhaps proper,
however, to mention that assessments for sewers are not made by
this department.

PROSPECT PARK ASSESSMENT.

Pursuant to the law of 1878, the sixth annual installment, (of the
thirty-eight which were to be levied,) for benefits for cost of lands
taken for Prospect Park, was levied on November 30, 1883,
amounting to $33,5645.94.
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Apportionments of taxes and assessments, correction of errors,
and the making of the annual list of jurors, are all regular duties
devolving upon this department, which have been duly performed.

LITIGATION.

The following suits against the Board of Assessors, mentioned
in last year's report as then pending, may now be reported upon
as follows :

1> The Heany estate suit—the Cowrt of Appeals have fully sus-
tained the position of the Board of Assessors, that the lessees of
this estate are liable for taxation of their buildings.

2. The Brooklyn City Railroad Company, and

3. The Union Ferry Co. claimed that the assessments were
void—the Court of Appeals have decided that the assessments
were valid.

4. H. Von Deilen, and

5. S. B. Duryea, both claiming over-valuation—not yet de-
cided. : '

6. Edward and James Rorke, claiming exemption—not yet
decided.

7. George L. Kingsland, claiming over-valuation—reduced by
Cowrt from a valuation of $249,730 to $156,179.

But one new suit was begun this year, viz.: by the executors
of John H. Prentice, claiming over-valuation—not yet decided.

ARREARAGES.

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5, of Chapter 548, of the
Laws of 1882, various reductions of assessments have been made
in accordance with reductions made by the courts, to the amount
of $8,965.49. See Schedule F.

The Board of Assessors early entered upon the preliminaries in-
cident to the great and important work imposed upon them by
Chapter 114, of the Laws of 1883, passed March 16, 1883.

This law requires the Board of Assessors to name a sum which
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they shall deem to be fair and just to be now imposed as a tax, in
lieu of all taxes, water rates and assessments imposed upon each
parcel of land prior to July 1, 1882, and which remain unpaid and
in arrears. At the outset, it was necessary to provide for the use
of the Board, a full statement of the arrears against each parcel of
property. For this purpose, the arrears ledgers recently made up,
under the direction of the Comptroller, were of great value. Books
of convenient size had to be obtained, and the number of parcels
in arrears having been found to be nearly 44,000, there were pro-
cured 73 volumes of a little over 300 pages each, arranged to con-
tain two accounts upon a page. By May 1st, the books being
ready, clerks were set at the task of making up therein, that vast
number of delinquent accounts.

Meanwhile, the period of the voluntary privileges of the law, as
they have been called, was rumming. These provisions were to the
effect that those who would pay by October 1st, 1883, might do so
at only six per cent. per annum, interest, and further, that if the
arrears amounted to more than sixty per cent. of the assessed value,
they could be settled by paying that amount. It did not appear
to be advisable that the Board of Assessors should enter upon
their duties, under the law, until these voluntary privileges had
expired, other than the preparations already referred to. By Oec-
tober 1st, many payments had been made by which the number
of accounts in arrcars was reduced to about 32,000, and the books
being sufticiently advanced, the Assessors then at once entered up-
on their work of adjudication, and have continued to prosecute the
same with all of the expedition that the circumstances will admit
of. Up to the time of this report, full certifications, with a few
necessary exceptions of cases temporarily reserved, have been made
of all the first six Wards, together with a number of miscellaneous
parcels in the other Wards, of which an early settlement was de-
sired. A statement of the amounts certified with other particulars
is herewith rendered in Schedule G. .

The members of the Board of Assessors are very mindful of the
important and delicate duty imposed upon them, in which, on one
hand, the city’s assets must be sacrificed at the expense of the
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prompt tax-payer, while on the other, relief is to be extended in
those cases where the property is over-burdened. And so, while
the work is being accomplished as rapidly as may be, great circum-
spection is used, so that each account is carefully scrutinized, and
an earnest effort made to effect that which the law demands, viz.,
the fixing of an amount which shall be “ fair and just.”

There is a class of arrears against various parcels of property to
which some reference may here be made. The sales made for the
unpaid taxes of 1862 and the subsequent years, have been by the
courts declared void, because of an informality in levying the taxes,
but the defect in the taxes (not in the sales) was remedied by a
law passed in 1882. Hence the taxes in the cases referred to now
appear as a charge against the property, the outstanding certifi-
cates being of no effect as a lien upon the property. This change
of circumstances, by which outstanding sales with heavy charges
are converted into a claim for only the original tax and simple in-
terest, is an advantage to the property owner, excepting in a few
cases, comparatively speaking, when the certificates of sales are
held by or in behalf of the owner of the property, and the owner
has perhaps for years esteemed the taxes in question practically
paid. But they are not paid in fact; the city authorities have no
adequate means of determining whether the outstanding certificates
are held adversely to the property or otherwise, or if they did
know that they are held by the owner of the property, there is no
security for the city against a claim for a refund of the money paid
upon the void certificate, so long as it remain uncancelled ; hence
it is necessary that the tax shall be held as binding against the
property so long as the certificate remains uncancelled. But it
seems very desirable that authority be had from the Legislature
for the Registrar of Arrears, upon the cancellation of a certificate
of sale, to cancel so much of an amount certified by the Board of
Assessors in lieu of arrears as the same was increased by reason of
the tax for which such certificate of sale was made, the amount so
to be cancelled to be certified to the Registrar of Arrears by the
Board of Assessors on his application.

There should also be authority of law for the Board of Assessors
to certify for a reduction of an amount fixed by them under the

18
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provision of the law, where the same has been increased by reason
of any error in the records upon which they acted, or in the com-
putations of the arrears.

EQUALIZATION OF STATE TAXES.

The usual effort was made by the witer, at the request of the
Committee of the Board of Supervisors, with the State Assessors
and the State Board of Equalizations, to secure an adjustument of
the assessments of propertyin the counties of the State for the levy
of the State tax, by the process called *“ equalization,” which might
indeed be equal, and just to our County. The result was not all
that was claimed, but was somewhat more reasonable than in past
years, a deduction of $10,643,763 from the local assessments of
Kings County having been obtained.

I have the honor to be, Dear Sir,

' Very respectfully,
JOHN TRUSLOW,
Dresident of the Department of Assessment.
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SCHEDULE «D. "—PREIJMINARY ESTIMATES.

Pursuant to Charter, of amounts probubly to be assessed
Jor proposed improvements.

‘When delivered [

| | When reported
to ITitle of Proposed Improvement. Amount. | by
Board of Assessors. ‘ Assessors.
i R U
1883. ‘Grading and paving Haywnard st.. 1883.
Oct. 16. + from Bedford to Wythe ave... 2,653 64 Oct. 22.

SCHEDULE “ E.”—LoCAL ASSESSMENTS.

When delivered When reported

to Title of Improvement. Amount. by )
Board of Assessors .. ' Assessors..
1883, iClosing Ann or Arm street from 1883.
July 10. . Commercial st. to permanent July 30.

bulkhead line, Newtown Creek $582 75
!
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SCHEDULE F.

Reductions of Assessments certified under Section 5, of Chapter 348,
of the Laws of 1882.

i;

o « g
s ¢ £.2 ‘C
] £ 8% <8
TrTLE. 'a § | Ecg i-’é % 1
E&, &% QX £
-4 ! Sw </
- I Zo i
Central avenue sewer, ............ | 780 ) $39,476 71 20 $7,805 34
Grading and paving Albany avenue. 2 81 35 31 25 22
“ ¢ Buffalo “ 3| sy 2 ! 249 32
“ ‘e Braxton street . .. 1] 212 72 ' 25 | 53 18
“ ¢ Eleventh “ _.: 4 487 59 25 ! 116 83
“ *  Flushing avenue 1! 23 42 2 ! 5 86
o ¢ Halsey street. ... 2| 356 00 25 89 00
s “ Second avenue. .| 1 125 00 39 8 75
“ ¢ Seventh ‘¢ .. 2 636 44 | 30 ! 180 93
. s Schenectadyave.: 4 32092 0 24 127 62
. 6 Reid avenue .. .. 1 131 57 45 . 59 21
“ “  Utiea ... 3. 185 49 47 87 18
Repaving Atlantic avenue........ A O 143 28 1 15 76
Sewer in drainage Dis. 37, Sub. 6..° 1| 4120 " 3 1 24
i

Total...uevnieenene | 786 - 43,325 07 8,965 49
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SCHEDULE “G.”

— ARREARAGES

THE

Of Taxes, Waler Rates and Assessments levied prior to July 1,
1882, concerning which the Board of Assessors were, by Chapter
114 of the Laws of 1883, required to certify, as {o each parcel

of land, an amount to be pmd in liew of the arrears agninst

lh(’ same.

Certifications to Nov. 30,

Amounts Cancelled by the

Number of 1883. Certiticates.
pnreels in ‘
. arrears to Ward. .~ " ¢ 0 T
Noyv. 30, No. of Amounts of the Interest thereon.
1883. parc’ls Amounts certified  original sums (See note below.)
cert'fd in arrears.

285. 1 284 $131,963 50 $£118,201 37 $37,960 11

117 2 117 48,292 08 47,937 68 17,027 59

330 3 320 86,037 06 70,958 17 18,987 93

214 4 212 533,048 10! 51,465 98 14,291 97

326 51 311 60,971 67! 52,538 21 16,099 43

645! 6 594 112,910 94 94,072 65 23,055 07
1,415 P
2,376 8...... Jore e et e et et e e
1,492 9...... [ree e [T e
888! 10 10. 4,147 47 8,309 01 1,624 83

467| 11 1 709 14 582 67 126 47

990 ; 12 1: 450 00 857 86 239 49

693 U TP e

847 14 3 467 21 388 34 137 72
1,504! 15 5 70 24 1,416 87! 256 16
733 16 5! 2,345 31/ 1,933 16 489 55

1,372 1] ; ................................
4,125 18 6 614 81 698 61 150 82

801 19: 1 291 92. 244 59 47 33

699 0 ...... et e ettt eeee e e et e e

1,369 21 1 949 10 753 80 287 24
3,438° 22 2 378 00 584 91 91 16
811, 2, T ‘ ................................

3, 236 24 8 763 70, 1,553 79 549 12
2:8" 25 ................................
32 044 Total. ; 1 881 £505,210 25 ?452 207 67 $131,431 99

Tlxe amount of interest which was leﬂnlh (‘hnrgonhle and \\thh is cancelled by
the certificates, is greater than here shown ; for the amounts which could be
charged were at 7 per cent. per annum from dates of levy up to June 8, 1878, and
at O per cent. for all subsequent time, while the statement of interest here given
is only at 6 per eent. per annum, compnted from dates of levy to time of certifi-
cates, cxcept as to special assessments levied prior to March 16, 1879, and the in-
terest on them for the purposes of the foregoing statement is computed only from
June 1, 1882,

JOHN TRUSLOW,

November 30, 1883. President of Department of Assegsment.



REPORT

OF THE

Department of Collection.

OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF TaxES,
BrookrLyN, December 11, 1883.

Hon. Sera Low, Mayor :

DEear Sigr:

I have the honor to submit herewith a statement in detail of
the operations of this Department for the year ending November
30, 1883.

I have the honor to remain,

Your obedient servant,
JAMES TANNER,
Collector.

19
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A

Statement of James Tanner for the Collection of the General
Taxr for the year 1882,

Tax levy . .. e &6,504,463 73

Increased by Board of Assessors ... ... . ... 469 97
—— - — ¥6,595,133 50

Received, eash . ... ... ... ... ... ............ * 020 76

o rebate. ... oo o 20,343 85

“ cancellations. ........... ... ... . ... 34,691 88

5,583,106 49
Balance to Registrar of Arrears.......... ... ... 1,012,027 21
S eas138 T

'

B.

Collection of Instollments of Impwovements in Tor Rolls for 1882,
viz: Widening and Grading South Seventhe Street; Widening and
Paring Bushieicl Advenne and Central Avenue Seirer.

Levy of Installments. ..., ... ... ... ... : £58,424 32
Received, ensho ..o oo L 31,351 98

‘e rebate oL L N6 54

“ cancellations ... L L, | 3708 66

N
35,105 I8
Balance to Registrar of Arremi~. ... ... ... ... 23,229 14
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C.

Collection of Installments for Special Improvements for year ending
Novewder 30, 1883, viz.: Prospect Park, Sackett Street, Union
Street, Third Street, Fowrth dvenve, Gowanus Canad and Kent
dvenue Basin and Dock.

Levy of Installments. . ....................... $127,653 17

Increase report. ... .. ... . o ‘ 11 40,
_— —— $127,664 37

Recelved, cash . ..o o o 32,821 95

b Tebate . e 86 27

b caneellations . ... ... ..o 28,801 72

61,709 94

Balauce to Registrar of Arrears......... ... .. . 63,934 63|
B #127,664 57

D.

Collection of Miscellancons dssessmends.

Bnl}‘mce of unexpired Assessments, Dec. 1, 1882, 43,915 68
Am't of ussessinents received during the year. ... 3,792 77
_— 48,708 <0
' !
Received cash........ ...t ' 8,586 69|
Received rebate. ... ........................ .. : 4 23
Received cancellations. ... .. .............. S 407 49!
e
! 8,908 41!
Returned to Registrar of Arrears. ............. ! 36,112 47!
Balance unexpired to 1883. ... ................ 4.597 02

T T 49,708 40

Balance unexpired nssessments. ... ... 4,597 02!
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E.

Receipts for default, interest, full payments, (vn special Ingrrove-

Received for default on tax and improvements.

‘e

‘s

‘"

3

Received for taxes

.

.

ments, awld ove

© peeynents.

. AsKeSsIents. L
interest on full payments. ... ... ... oo

full payments, (improvements). . .

over payments . . ..

T.

Recapitulution of Cush.

improvements in Rolls
specinl improvements. .. .. ...
Assessments ..ol

default and interest. ... ... ..
over-payments.. ........... ..

full puyments (improvements)

45,057 ¥
48 14

408 41
15,697 15
6, 668 57

F08,210 16

5,528,020 76
31,351 98
32,821 95
8,586 6Y
15,436 03
6,668 57
16,103 36

. $5,068,991 54
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G.

Ledger Accound.

Dg.
Totaxlevy. .. ... ... .. *6,595,133 70
installments of improvements in rolls ... .. 58,424 32 .
. special improvements. ... . ... 127,664 57
assessments ... ... ... 49,708 40
full payments (improvements). ........... .. 16,105 56
OVEP-DAYIICHES . .o teeeean e ee e o eenns 6,668 57
default and interest . ... ... . 45,436 03
—_——— #6,899,141 15
i
Cr. :
By City Trensurer (receipty). . ................. %35,0835,991 54‘
rebate. . ... L. L 20,570 8%
caneellations ... oL 67,637 75
amount to Department of Arrvears. ... . 1,137,428 95
balance (assessinents unexpired)*. . ... ... 4,597 02°
— e — =2 §6,899,141 15

* To balanee, assessments unexpired, 4,597 02.
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REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF ARREARS.

DEPARTMENT OF ARREARS, )
Municipal Department Building, -
BrookLyN, December 1, 1883.

Hon. 8err Low, Mayor.
Sk :

I have the honor to submit herewith detailed statements of the
transactions of this Department for the year ending November
30, 1883. '

Very respectfully yours,
THEO. F. JACKSON,
Registrar of Arrears.
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STATEMENT «B.”

Total amount of collections during the year ending November 29,

IR e F2,615,188 57

Total amount of collections during the year ending November 30,
LB 2,132,694 47
Difference 1882 over 1883 ... .................... £482.494 10

STATEMENT «C.”

Amount of Taxes, Water Rates and Assessments cancelled during
the year ending Noveber 30, 1883, by acts of the Leyislature,
orders of Supreme and City Courts, Common Couneil, Board of
Assessors and Board of City Works, not {ncluding cancellations
made under Section 8, Chapler 114, Liwrs of 1883,

Taxes....... ........................................... 17 %‘5,4567‘2‘1
Water Rates. .o o e | 330 29
ASSENSINOIIES . . L e e e e 13,404 69

Total. ... ... ¥19,391 20

STATEMENT «D.”

Amount of collections under Section 8, Chapter 114, Laws of

IRN e 377,753 16
Amount of collections under Section 4, Chapter 114, Laws of

8 O 113,357 53 .
Amount of collections under Section 10, Chapter 114, Laws of

TR e e e e e e 1,059,292 16

Total .. e e *1,.300,022 85
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STATEMENT «E.”

The amount of Arrears transferved by the Collector of Taxes and
Assessments and the Registrar of Waler Rates during the year
ending November 30, 1883, is as follous

Water rates, transferred May I, 1883 . ........ ... ... ... ...... l $146,911 33

Tax of 1882, transferred November 15, 1883................... 1,010,907 83
Improvements in tax rolls, transferred November 15, 1883 .. .... 20,439 32

Special improvements (1881), not in tax roll, transferred Decem-
ber 1, 1882 .. e e 97,537 23
Assessments received during the year......................... 36,112 97
Total. ..ot i i e e e $1,311,908 70

STATEMENT «F.”

Redemption Fund Account.

|
November 29, 1882, balance to credit............... $27,484 43|
Amount of collections to November 30, 1883, in-
elusive. ... ... ... ... 49,835 31
By transfer, July 6, 1883, from taxes, water rates,!
city redemptloma default and interest on taxes, de-; !
fault and interest on water rates, and default and,
interest on city redemptions..................... 287 89
. z————l %77,607 63
Warrants drawn on City Treasurer. .....ooovierinnn viieninnnn. v 31,510 46
November 30, 1883, balance to credit. .......... ............ $46,097 17
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STATEMENT “@G.”

STATEMENT oF THro. F. Jacksox, Registrar of divvears, for col-
Tection of amounts under Section 2 of Chapter 572, Laws of
1880.

Amount remaining for collection, Dec.

1, I8N e e e $3.746 05
Amount collected for interest on same. .......... .. 154 53
—— - - 23,000 58
Received for installments. .. ........ $1,971 33
Received forinterest. . ............... 154 53

— 2,125 86

*Amount of installments voided by non-’

compliance with law. ... ... ... ... ... ... 844 95
Amohnt remaining for collection, Dec.
) IR . o P 929 77

e 3,900 58

*Amonnt collected under this item has been credited to the original clnims of
the city, as maid law directa.

H.

STATEMENT OF THEO. F. JACKSON, Registrar of Arrears, for col-
leetion of amnounts under Section 2, of Chapter 443, Laws of
1881, (. Amounts as fixed and reduced by  The Board of Com-
missioners, for the Revision and Settlements of Arvearages of

Teares and Assessments in the City of Brookiyn.)

Amount remaining for collection Deec. 1,

1882, ... ... ... .. e £235,625 87
Amount collected for interest on same. 7.066 13
' - 262,692 00
Received for full payments ........... I 4,056 00
o instalments. ......... ... 36,994 6y
o sales oo 150 0
interest ................ 7.066 13
= - 8,286 82
Transferred to Laws of (883 for collec-
BION e o 42,144 8O
Remaining for collection Dee, 1, 1883 ... 152,260 38

o 262,692 00
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I

StaTeMENT OF THEO. F. Jackson, Registrar of Arrears, for col-
lection of amounts under Section T, of Chapter 443, Laws of
1881. (Installments of valuation of 1880).

Amount remaining for collection Dec. 1,

18R, e e ¥39,712 00
Amount collected for interest on same. . 690 79
_ #40,402 79
Received for instalments. ............ 3,352 00 ‘
¢ interest..... ........... 690 7

—_— #4042 7Y
Transferred for collection, to Laws of C
BB e e 160 00

Amount remaining for collection Dec. 1,
883 R T 36,200 00° 40,402 79
K.

StareMENT OF ThEo. F. JacksoNn, Registrar of drrvears, for Collec-
tion of dmounts under Section 13 of Chapter 443 Luws of 1881,
( Installments of Valuation of 1880, less Installments paid wnler
Section 1 of Chapter 572, Laws of 1880).

Amount remaining for collection Dec. #6,584 39 :
1, 1882, .. ... L . |

Amount collected for interest on same. 235 11 [ ,

— ‘ ¥6,819 30

Received for installments............ ¥1,571 60
s “ interest................ 235 11:

%1,806 71

R U '
b | §.819 50
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STATEMENT «L.”

StaTeEMENT OF THEO. F. JacksoN, Reyistrar of Arrears, for Collec-
tion of Amounts under Section 1 of Chapter 348, Laws of 1882.
(Sixty per centum of Assessed Valuation of 1881, or, Installments
tiwreof )

Amount remsining for collection, Dec. :
L1882, ... e $185,410 80

Amount collected for interest. ....... .[............ 4,842 91
— $190,253 71
Received, installments............... #15,537 00! '
« " balance of installments. . .. .. 11,007 00/ !
““  interest................... 4,842 91{

——— $31,386 91
Amonnt remaining for collection, Dec. '
LI8SS .. | 158,866 80 190,253 71

STATEMENT «M.”

StaTteEMENT OF THEO. F. JacksoN, Registrar of Arrears, for Collec-
tion of Amounts, under Section 8, Chapter 114, Laws of 1883.
( Su:ly per cenfum of assessed valuation of 1881 )

Total amonnt of sixty per centnm of assessed valua-

tion of parcels compromised..................... $367,083 60:
Collected for interest onsame. . .................... 10,668 56;
———1 $377,753 16
Received for principal . .......... .. ... oo $367,083 60
i interest.. . .............. ... 10,669 56
— | 877,758 16
Ammfut of taxes, assessments, &c., cancelled (estimated). . .......... $63) 741 03
¢ collected for principal ......... ... ... i 367,083 60
t of deficiency (estimated)........... ... ... ... ... ... .. $268,657 43

The above amount of sixty per centum of assessed valuation, viz. : $‘367 083 60
is made up from (98 parcels, covering 750 lots or plots. Of the 698 parcels, 2
were transferred from *‘Law of 1881 " (assessed valuation of 1880), and 44 from
“ Amounts ns rednced and returned by the Commissioners of Arrears, Law of
1881,” leaving 652 parcels as the actual number settled under *‘Section 8,

Chapter 114, Laws of 1883."
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REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE AND EXCISE.

L 4

DEPARTMNET OF PoLICE AND EXCISE,
Mounxicipar, BuiLpine,

ComMISSIONER'S OFFICE, ' ]
[
BrookLYN, December 1, 1882. |

Hon Skt Low, Mayor :

Sr: .

In compliance with your request, I have the honor to submit

the following brief statement of the business transacted in this

ofice during the year ending November 30, 1883, and also such

suggestions as seem wise concerning the administration of affairs
of this department.

The police force is constituted as follows, to wit : one superin-
tendent, one inspector, one drill captain, thirteen precinct captains,
sixtv-six sergeants, twenty-five detectives, thirty-four roundsmen,
four hundred and eighty-nine patrolmen, and thirty-five doormen,
total, six hundred and sixty-five men.

The number of patrolmen detailed for dut) at the cowrts and
other places requiring the services of police ofticers, is fifty-four,
or about one-ninth of the whole patrol force, notwithstanding the
fact that the Board of Estimate has provided for the payment of -
nineteen additional patrolmen (which increases the number to five
hundred) for the ensuing year, the necessity for increasing the
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force still exists, and grows more and more urgent each year.
There are five hundred and forty-six miles of streets within the
limits of the city, the residents of which need the protecting arm
of this department for the prevention of crime, and the preserva-
tion of the public peace.

The various precincts are divided into day and night posts.
One-quarter of the available patrol force, which is about one hun-
dred men, is used to cover the day posts, and about one-half of
said force is used to cover the night posts, which is about two
hundred men, therefore each patrolman on day duty is required to
patrol about five and one-half miles of streets, and each one on
night duty is required to patrol about two and three-quarters
miles of streets. In this connection, I would state that police
telegraph boxes properly located throughout the city would be a
most valuable auxilary to the patrol force.

Under title 11, section 36 of the charter, the Commissioner of
Police and Excise is required to * detail on each day of election
within the city of Brooklyn, at least two patrolmen to each election
poll.” In consequence of this law the residents of the city have
" been practically without any protection from this department on
that day, during which I have been obliged to hold in reserve at
headquarters, invalids who were not confined to their beds, and
also all others who could be pressed into the service, in order that
I might be prepared, in a measure at least, to meet any emer-
gency that might arise, but I have been unable to prevent the
destruction of property in various parts of the city, such as tearing
down fences, stoops and in some instances small houses, for the
purpose of securing material for bonfires, for the reason that I had
not the officers to assign to the various precincts for duty, I have
been informed by a member of the Board of Elections that there
will be at least two hundred and forty polling places in this city
next year, therefore, four hundred and eighty patrolmen will be
required for duty at said polling places, and judging from the
number of officers that have been available for duty on that day in
the past, with the nineteen additional patrolmen, the Commis-
sioner will not have sufticient force to enable him even to comply
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with the law in that respect, and the property of those who pay
for the maintenance of this department must necessarily remain
unprotected as far as the city is concerned.

The importance of establishing a river and harbor police service,
with two steam launches, increases in proportion as the business
alongour water front is increased. Merchandise and other property
isstolen from the wharves and picrs by river thieves, and the regular
force is unable to prevent such depredations, owing to the fact that
many of the piers are inaccessable to them, and also that the in-
sufticiency of our force will not warrant an increase in the number
of posts along the water front. In viewof the foregoing, I respect--
fully but earnestly request that you will give these matters the
careful consideration that their importance suggests.

The number of arrests made during the year was 27,011 ; un-
lighted street lamps reported to the Department of City Works,
15,505; persons provided with lodgings in the various station
houses, 19.707; lost children taken charge of, 1,919, who were
restored to their parents or guardians or transferred to the care of
institutions established for that purpose; vacant houses reported
to the various precinets for special attention dwring the summer
months, 2,086 ; 307 cases of violation of city ordinances were re-
ported to the corporation counsel ; sanitary work performed as fol-
lows: fumigations of infected premises, 967; small-pox cases
removed to hospital, 10; wells disinfected, 9; inspections, 137 ;
complaints made and notices served, 53.

Estimated value of stolen and unclaimed property in custody of the

Department December 1, 1832, . ... ... ... ... ... ..o ... $£924 72
Property recovered during the Year..........ooe veveenee venannnn 104,256 90
Total. ... . e #105,181 62
Property delivered to persons during the year.................... 103,804 56
Balance on hand December 1, 1883, ... ... ... ................. 1,377 08

105,181 62

The telegraph lines and instruments are in good working order,
21
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and during the year 179,813 telegraph messages passed through
the office. '

Complaints were made against members of the force for violation
of the rules, neglect of duty, or misconduct to the number of 467,
of which 310 were sustained, 157 dismissed; 11 patrolmen were
dismissed from the Department during the year. The police sur-
geons attended 960 cases of sickness reported to them during the
year, making 3,852 professional visits. There were 558 fires
reported during the year; six arrests were made of persons sus-
pected of having set fire to their premises; one was convicted and
sent to the Penitentiary for two years; two were indicted by the
Grand Jury for arson in the first degree, and are now awaiting
trial; one is held for the Grand Jury, and two were discharged;
2,735 steam boilers were examined and tested hydrostatically, 29
of which were condemned and ordered removed ; 1,463 engineers
were examined, of which number 1,196 passed satisfactory exami-
nations and certificates were issued to them ; 267 were found to be
incompetent and were prohibited from taking charge of engines or
acting in the capacity of engineers,

The following statement shows the condition of the finances of
the Department, and also of the Police Pension Fund on Decem-
ber 1, 1883, for 11 months:

RECEIPTS.
APProprintion ........ .o e £773,200 00
From balance of 1882, credited on the books of the Comptroller to

this account for the year 1833, ... ...... ... ... .. 3,002 08
Fromsaleof two horses.... ... ... ... .ot 210 00
From Willinmsburgh Savings Bank for services of two patrolmen. .. 2,000 00
From Captains of various Precincts for salaries returned. ... ... ... 34 67

$780,446 75
DISRURBEMENTS.

Salaries. . £690,125 69
Police Finesand lost time. .. ... ..... ... ............. ... ... 3,119 92
General PUurposes. ... ... e 20,771 19

Balance, December 1, 1883 ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 66. 429 9

FI80, 446 35
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This Department has received and deposited with the City
Treasurer moneys as follows :

For excise licemses . ... ... ... ... ... ittt eriiiireoneanaaaaan $209,950 00
Forsalaries. . ... ... . oo i e e 2,034 67
Forsaleof homses. . ... ... .. i 210 00

$212,194 67

POLICE PENSION FUND.

Recerers.

Balance in Brooklyn Trust Co., January 1, 1883.. ... ......... ... ¥3,067 38
From Comptroller, for percentage of excise license receipts, to Oct.

L BB . e 82,561 00
From Comptroller, for fines and lost time. .. ..................... 3,119 92
From Committee, for proceeds of benefit at Park Theatre.......... 4,720 75
From Brooklyn Trust Co., interest on deposit.................... 65 T4
From Commissioner of Police and Excise, for 10 per cent. of awards 50 50
From Commissioner of Police and Excise, for sale of property...... 176 93

$43,771 22

Di1sBURSEMENTS.

For pensions to retired officers, widows and orphans .............. 35,283 11
Balance in Brooklyn Trust Co....... ..ol 8,488 11

43,771 22
BUREAU OF EXCISE.

The number of licenses issued was 2,704, classified as follows:

First clase, 1761, at $100 each. ... ... v uir i ¥176,100 00
Second class, 182, at 50 each............ .. .. ... o .. 9,100 00
Third class, T61, at $50 enchi. .. ... ..o 38,050 00

$228,250 00

The amount received from sale of licenses was $223,250.00,
which was deposited with the City Treasurer, as the law requirgs.
Two hundred and sixty-seven complaints were made for violation
of the Excise Law, against persons holding licenses, of which the
Board revoked 36 licenses, dismissed 94 complaints, allowed 14 to
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be withdrawn, and suspended action in 123 cases,” but recom-
mended the premises be placed under police surveillance.

There have been changes made inthe Exeise Laws, the tendeney
of which 1s good, but there are other amendunents which inight be
made, that would make them even less objectionable than they
_are at present.

For such recommendations I respectfully refer you to my

report contained in your last annual message to the Comumon
Council.

Very respectfully,
JAMES JOURDAN,

Clonuulissioner,
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REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF KEXCISE.

DErArRTMENT OF EXcISE, l
Brookryx, Dec. 10, 1883. §

Hon. Sern Low, Mayor.
SIr :
We have the honor to submit herewith our second annual report
of the Department of Excise, conmnencing December 1, 1882, and

ending November 30, 1883, as per detailed statement from the
cashier of this Department hereto annexed.

The records in our office show that on November 30, 1883, there
were in existence 2,658 licensed places, classified as follows :

Firstclass, salooms..........oonuiniiiiininan . 1,744
Second-class, storekeepers............ ... ..., 188
Third-class, beer Saloons. . .. .o vuvvin e, 726

2,658
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Licenses issued from December 1, 1882, to November 30, 1883 :

Firstclass................ 1,761.... @%100......... £176,100

Second-class. ............. 1I82.... « 50......... 9,100

Third-class . .............. 761 “« 50......... 38,050

2,704

Amount of fees collected for the same.......... ... .. £223,250
For the same period last year we issued 2,776 licenses.

Amount of fees received for the same................. 220,200
2,704 licenses this year.

Amount of fees received for the same. ................ 223,250

Excess of receipts in 1883 over 1882............ ... 83,050

‘With a decreased issue of 72 licenses.

This amount, however, will be largely increased when the certifi-
cates now in the hands of the cashier are paid for during this
month, a delay having occurred in receiving in time blank certifi-
cates from the printers.

The new law abolishing the three-bed clause, which we recom-
mended last vear, has enabled us to grant more first-class liceuses
to saloon-keepers who held only a third-class license and yet sold
liquors. We are rapidly regulating this matter by compelling
such saloon-keepers to take out a first-class license, whereby we
expect the revenue will be inereased not less than $10,000.

Your Commissioners instituted recently an investigation in how
far our records agreed with that of the United States Revenue De-
partment, with a view to ascertain if we were correct in our sus-
picions that there must exist in Brooklyn a large number of places
which do business in liquors without a license from this Depart-
went. The cashier made a report to us in October last, with the
following results :
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United States tax receipts issued :

To retail liquor dealers.. ... ......... ... ... ... .. .. 2.831
“ ¢ malt R PP 113
2,944

By comparing these figures with the records in the Excise De-
partment, we found—

Licensed as liquor dealers, 1st class.. .................. 1,672
“ “ storekeepers, 2d class. ... ... ... oLl 183

s “ beer saloons, or 3d elass. .................. 770
2,625

Not licensed by this Board . ... ........................ 319
2,944

It may be interesting for your Honor to know, and to the publie,
the details of this apparent discrepancy, as well as to the parties
interested, that nothing escapes our attention. We have the
names of all engaged in this illegal trafiic, and trust that the proper
authorities will institute at once proceedings which will tend to
diminish this increasing evil.

The details are as follows :

Licenses refused by this Department.. ... .......... ... ... 20
“ revokedbyus........... .o il o2
“ expired and no application for renewal made. .. ... 2
Reported closed tous. . ... ..o oL 15
Duplicates in Revenue Department. ... .. 2
Outside of eity imits. ... ... ... ... ... i L. 9
Revenue tax receipts to sell liguor issued to druggists.. .. ... 154
Revenue tax receipts to sell liquor issued to chemists, paint-
ers, lmmp-stores, perfumers and picture-frame makers. .. 8

Revenue tax receipts to sell liquor issued to grocers as per
City Directory, not heensed by us. ..o o000 45
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Revenue tax receipts to sell liquor issued to bottlers of liquor

and beer.. ... .. e e v 20

Revenue tax receipts to qoll liquor 1\snod t() Hquor dealers. .. 16

“ “ “ « “ brewers.... ... 5

« « -« “ “  restaurants ..... 5

Revenne tax receipts to sell liquor issued to weiss beer brewers 2

« “ “ « “  clib-houses. .... T

“ “ “ “ “ oyster-houses. .. 3

« ¢ « “ “ pottery ........ 1

« “ “ “ “  segar store.. ... 1
Revenue tax receipts to sell liquor issued to naval store sup-
plies............ P e

Revenue tax receipts to sell liquor issued to feed storve...... 1

Total. .... e e e ... 319

There are among these many whom we are not authorized to
license, such drug stores and those not coming properly under our
jurisdiction.  Yet, why liquor dealers, grocers and those to whom
we have, for good and sufticient reasons, refused licenses, are per-
mitted thus to sct the laws at defiance, is & matter which we leave
to your Honor to investigate and apply the proper remedy, it be-
ing entirely beyond our jurisdiction and control.

It is plain, that from the U. S, Government through its Internal
Revenne Department having a perfect detective system, no one
can escape, and the plunslnuvnt being quick and severe, those en-
gaged in this illegal traflic hesitate long hefore taking the risk,
while they can defy the State laws with reasonable security, owing
to the imperfect method in our courts to reach this class of offend-

ers by a conviction, particularly in the Police courts.  Legislation
upon this subject would scem to us very desirable, in justice to
those saloon keepers who comply with the law in every respect.

In our last Ammnal Report, we alluded to the trisls and diftical-
ties which beset our path.  In the first year of onr adininistration
of this difficult and thankless department, we lived in hopes, that
our future experience would be more pleasant, flattering ourselves
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with the delusive idea that we had nearly surmounted all obstacles,
or at any rate by steadily persisting in keeping the middle coursc,
to steer clear of any serious conflicts. In this, however, we were
sadly mistaken. No sooner had we fairly started upon our second
years labors than an attack was made upon us in the Legislature
instignted by thoso whose licenses we had refused on the ground
that we desired to purify the moral atmosphere of our city, by
eliminating therefrom a number of saloons which had made the
traftic disreputable, and a reproach to every good citizen. So
violent was this warfare, and at one time dangerous, that it even
jeopardized the existence of our present city charter, constituting
the Mayor the responsible head over all the departments except
two. 'We were accused of illiberality, oppression, &c., in refusing
to inctease the number of saloons ad-libitum, and in exterminating
those who never should have had a license. Through your efforts
this danger has been averted, but scarcely had we weathered this
storm when, we regret to say, we encountered the bitter hostility
of a class of citizens who held extreme views on the other side of
the question, and which is raging at the present time unabated,
and all this owing to existing laws which do not clearly define and
explain neither the spirit, meaning nor intent.

The laws give the Excise Commissioners to some extent disecre-
tionary powers, and it is just from this cause that all their troubles
originate, for every one expects them to exercise that power in his
or their behalf, and how the Commissioners can avoid giving
offense to either one or the other of the contending and disap-
_pointed parties, is a matter we fail to understand. No department
is at all times so open to criticism as ours, and with the very best
intentions and the purest motives, Excise Commissioners, no
matter who they are, will always encounter the hostility of either
one or the other class of citizens who hold extreme views on
opposite sides. We are conscious, however, of the fact that we
have given satisfaction to moderate thinkers, both in and out of
the traftic. If we have erred in properly interpreting incongruous
laws, it has been the fault of our heads not our hearts. God
knows the rectitnde of our motives, to do the best we could, and

22
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in the language of the Reformer, we also can say, ‘“Here we
stand, we can not do otherwise.”

The question that agitates the public mind at the present time
in our city was forced upon us by a class of citizens holding ex-
treme views on the temperance side—namely, the sale of liquors to
minors. Our position upon this question is clear and well defined.
Your Commissioners have never for a moment hesitated to revoke
a license, when reasonable proof was furnished them that the sale
was to thie minor for his or her consumption; but no such proof
was presented to us in any of the cases brought before us for adju-
dication. We have held that the minors, in obedience to the orders
of their parents, requesting the saloon or store-keeper to deliver for
the parents’ use a quantity of beer or other beverage, is not a sale to
the minor; nor did we ever know, or were informed by our cotnsel,
that there had been any decision upon this question by any court of
competent jurisdiction. And as the law says they (the Commis-
sioners) must be safisfied that the law had been violated, leaving it
entirely to our judgment whether it has been or not, we have re-
fused to revoke licenses on that ground. It is possible that your
Commissioners have been in error, but we have deemed it right
and proper that, so long as there was a doubt, to give the defend-
ants the benefit thereof, for two reasons:

First: Nearly all saloon-keepers, as well as those holding second-
class licenses, have been guilty, if that is an offence agaiust the
laws, for a number of years. It would be manifestly unjust to re-
voke the licenses of over a thousand saloon-keepers, when nearly all
are equally guilty without any criminal intent.

Second : Those who advocated that the Board should take such
an arbitrary, sudden, and dictatorial course forget that while they
desire to enforce an idea, the result would be disastrous to a large
class of people engaged in a legitimate traftic. Property rights of
large taxpayers were involved, which your (‘ommissioners were
bound to respect, and while the law is explicit upon one point, that
the Board of Excise must nof act in an arbitrary mauner, we
would have made ourselves personally liable in civil damages by
doing so. We concluded to take the safe comrse until a court of
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competent jurisdiction had enlightened us upon the subject. We
have since learned that there is a decision, seemingly against our
interpretation of the law, and we shall not hesitate to act promptly
in this matter in future cases, for now the court is responsible and
not we. As far as we are concerned, we had to construe the law
not as we should wish it to be, but as we find it. All laws are
bused upon common sense, and if they cannot stand that test, then
they are not good laws. We intend to construe the law, in absence
of judicial decisions, for ourselves, and refuse to be bound by the
interpretation of interested parties. By doing so we claim to have
pursued the safest course, which could work no harm to any one.
Meantime the public discussion of this question has had one good
effect In educating all saloon and store-keepers, that while this

- question may still be in doubt, as to whether it is lawful or not,
they had better discontinue the practice as soon as possible, con-
sistently with what seems to be public opinion, and in compliance
with the wishes of a large class of citizens.

Another question of importence which has been brought before
us by certain citizens who agitated the minor matter, is the strict
enforcement of the Sunday laws, and prohibiting the sale under
any pretext whatsoever. Your Commissioners have at all times
cordially co-operated with the police force in punishing wilful and
persistent violators of the law. Long experience and practice has
made them familiar with the law and evidence required to secure
from us a conviction, and uniformly it has been free from malice
and spite. In such cases the Board has never hesitated to do their
plain duty. We havelooked, however, unfavorably upon what has
been termed the ““spy system” by private citizens, who, in order to
obtain evidence, contribute themselves to the breaking of the law.
Their evidence would have had greater force with us if it was
obtained through the legitimate channel of the Police Depar tment
believing most of the officers to be free from prejudice.

In so far as the observance of the Sunday law is concerned, we
claim Brooklyn to be a model city, compared with other cities,
even those located in prohibition States. The city is quiet and
orderly on the Sabbath day; whatever violations do occur accord-
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ng to the strict letter of the law, are committed in such a manner
as not to give the slightost offence to any passer-by, yet, at the
same time, we recognize that it is a violation of the law for any
saloon-keeper to dispense beverages of any kind on the Sabbath
day to any one. Those who do it, ran the risk of having their
hicenses revoked when satisfactory proof is brought before us, we
cannot and will not wink at persistent and habitual violations, and
we hope and trust that saloon-keepers themselves will come to a
unanimous agreement to close their places and do but six days in
the week business, this would relieve us of much trouble, and spare
us the unpleasant duty of revoking licenses to otherwise good and
orderly citizens engaged in the liquor-traftic.

There are many citizens, however, who claini the right to meet
their friends at their favored places of resort, and hold social inter-
eourse there, and that ns long as they do not infringe upon the
rights of others, it is no one’s husiness what they eat or drink ; the
fact, however, remains that the law forbids it, and we find it difi-
cult to convince those citizens that it is unlawful, and leaves us no
choice as to owr action when the violation is clearly proven. An
agreement of all the saloons to absolutely close on Sundays, and
admit no one, would greatly relieve us, and at the same time be
respectful to the religious portion of the community.

Again we must report that when our December statement shall
have been completed, it will show that the number of saloons has
been increased in about the same proportion as the rapidly grow-
ing city has seemed to justify. The report. from the Departent
of Buildings must have convinced you of the fact that a constant
demand for licenses in new neighborhoods is pressing upon us all
the time, and is a source of irritating annoyance to us. We are,
however, firm believers in local option. Where residents have
petitioned for it, we have felt justified in granting licenses to new
places.  Yet when the people and property owners protested, we
have persistently refused to grant the same, very often causing
hardships to those who had inewrred, at their own risk, heavy ex-
penses before they were certain that a license could be obtained.

We haveoften wished that this Board had no discretionary powers
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in this respect Much crltlusm that we ha.d d.cted a.ccordmg
whims, would be avoided. By law or otherwise a well defined
power or policy should be enacted, stating distinctly what the
Board may or may not do. Then no one could complain and the
law would be blamed, not the Commissioners. .

There is at present, the case before the Supreme Court, where
we revoked a license, viz. : that of the Bedford Brewery for viola-
tion of the Sunday law. The court served us with an injunction,
prohibiting us from interfering with the defendant’s business. Tt
has been there now over three months, but no decision has as yet
been had. We await with some curiosity what the decision will
be, for counsel for defendant claims that the Board had no power
to revoke licenses at all, but that the Police Cowrts had sole juris-
diction, another evidence of the uncertainty of what the law really
means. '

Another case was appealed from where we refused on a protest
to grant a license to a saloon in Flatbush avenue near Lafayette
avenue, the complainant however, withdrew lis complaint, and the
place remains still unlicensed.

We again refrain from making any extended comments upon the
Excise laws.  We are happy however, that this year the Legisla-
ture abolished the obnoxious three-bed clause, and permitted the
Board to transfer licenses where parties where unjustly dealt with
by landlords, thereby saving a loss to the saloon keeper of the un-
expired time of his license.

We remain however by our convictions that:

First: Bonds should be abolished, as being perfectly useless.

Second : Separation, in two distinct departments of the Police
and Excise.

Third : A more effective mode of punishment to those, who sell
without a license by both fine and imprisonment by some summary
process the same as in the United States Courts.

Fourth : The repeal of all Excise Laws now on the Statute
Books, and the enactment, of one general, good comprehensive law
instead, which can easily be understood by all, and which at the
same time shall be equitable and just to all classes of our citizens.

- ———— o ares
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Fifth : Taking from the Excise Commissioners all discretionary
powers, and clearly defining what they shall or shall not do.

Sixth ; Limiting by law, by fixing o standard of the number of
saloons or licenses which Excise Commissioners shall grant, ac-
cording to the population in Wards, and fixing the fees for the
saine.

We believe that your Honor has decided opinions upon this sub-
ject, and we leave it to you, to suggest such improvements upon
the general system, as may seem to you wise and proper, and hepe
no difficulties will be encountered in getting the Legislature, where
there is such a diversity of opinions, to grant the desired reforms.
All the old laws seem to have outlived tlieir usefulness and a new
one, in conformity with the times se2ms to us very desirable.

It may be possible that upon the second term of your oflice, you
desire to adopt a general policy for the next two years of your ad-
ministration, with regard to the Exycise question in this city, in
order that you may be relieved of the constant complaints by
either one or the other parties in interest, we sincerely trust, you
may be able to solve the problem. We have done all we could,
=nd can do no better, feeling convinced that to satisfy all is an ab-
solute impossibility, the very fact that we have encountered the
hostility of both extremes, must be the best proof that we have
chosen as you originally intended ¢ The Golden Middle Road.”

' Yery respectfully,
RICHARD LAUER,
THOS. T. EVANS,

Commissioners of Excise.



REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

HrapQUARTERS FIRE DEPARTMENT, l
365 and 367 Jay street,
BRooKLYN, December 1, 1883. )
Hon. Sers Low, Mayor:

SIR:

In compliance with your request of November 20th I have the
honor to make the following report of the affairs of this Depart-
ment to November 30th of the current year.

ORGANIZATION.

The “force for extinguishing fires ” comprises 293 men, classified
as shown in Statement A, appended hereto. In addition thereto
there are on the rolls of the Department:

ComMmMISSIONEr. . .. . oot it i 1
Deputy Commissioner and Chief Clerk................... 1
Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon............ ... ... ... 2
Superintendent of horses. ... ........ ... ... 1
Bookkeeper, clerks, and employés at Headquarters, in-
cluding Telegraph Bureaun.......................... 9
Superintendent and employes Repair Shop............ ... 10
Bellringers. ... .. ... .. 13
Total . ... ..o 37
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Making a total of three hundred and thirty (330) in the Depart-
ment. The changes, as appear in Statement B, have been fewer
than for the corresponding period last year, there being a total
goin of 25 and loss of 18, against a gain of 76 and loss of 41 for
the same period in 1882.

FINANCIAL.

The amount credited to this Department for salaries and main-
tenance, including balance from 1882, amount received from sale
of old apparatus and horses, and for services rendered at a fire at
Long Island City, was $409.674.29. Of this $362,537.02 has
been expended, $11,832.44 will be required to meet outstanding
contracts, and $35,304.83 to purchase apparatus and supplies, and
pay salaries for the month of December, as is shown in detail in
Statement C. Statement D shows what contracts have been made
for account of this Department since January 1st.

For details of the receipts, disbwsements and investments of
the Firemen’s Insurance Fund you are respectfully referred to
Statements E, F and G. By the latter you will observe that the
amount loaned on bond and mortgage has been increased from
$3,000 to $25,000, by reason of which we are receiving a higher
rate of interost on $22,000. The total amount of securities and
money i$ now $55,202.96, against $49,535.84 a year ago. The
changes which have taken place in the list of pensioners are noted
in Statement H.

Duwring the past year it was discovered that the City Treasurer’s
acccounts showed $300 less to the credit of this fund than did the
records of the Trustees of the fund. It appears that this amount
was paid on December 31st, 1880, to W. D. Moore for services as
bookkeeper for the Trustees. 1 am informed that the payment
was authorized by a majority of the then Trustees, though no
record of such authorization appears on their minutes. The
amount was paid on a bill rendered, and by means of a city war-
raut, instead of by the Trustees’ check, the latter being the usual
mauner of paying money from this fund. These facts explain the
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apparent discrepancy. I have endeavored to obtain from the
former Trustees such a statement of the case as will enable the
present’ Trustees to harmonize the accounts, and hope soon to
have it. '

During the last session of the Legislature the law establishing
the Firemen's Insurance Fund was so amended as to extend the
limit of the pension of fircien from $300 per aunum to an amount
equal to one-half of their salary at the date of vetirement, and also
to provide an swance fund, by the monthly payment of $1 by
such members of the department as might choose to avail them-
selves of its provisions.  The fuud is known as the “ Brooklyn
Fire Departinent Widows' and Orphans’ Relief Fund.”  The con-
teibutions of the subsertbers to this fuud are deducted by the
Comptroller from their mouthly pay, and upon the death of any
member of the department so subseribing, the sun of $300 is paid
at once to his heirs. In Statement I will be fowd the receipts and
disbwrsements for account of this fund.

TIREFS AND ALALRMS,

TFor statisties relating to fires and alivms, and to the character of
property burned, I respectfully refer to statements J and K. The
most disastrous fires, and the only ones where the losses exceeded
&17,000, were :

January 6, Ovington Bros . ... ... ... .00 ... 171,755
July 19, Harbeck’s Piev, 3 ships, &e. ... .. .. .. 168,500
Angust 27, oil works, &c., Gowanus Canal .. ... ... L. 33,800

September 15, hat factories, cor. Park ave. and Hall st. 39,500

In statement L will be found statisties relating to the fires and
losses thereby in this city, and the appropriations for maintaining
the department, its apparatus, &c., from 1872 to this date inclu-
sive. It appears from them that the percentage of serious fires
(i. e., fires where the services of more than two engines were re-
quired to extinguish) has been growing smaller, while the average
loss by each fire also tends to decrease. It also appears that du-
ing the same period the population of the city has increased over

£3



178 Rerort OF THE

46 per cent., and the value of real and personal property 43 per
cent., while the appropriation for the maintenance and extension
of this department has increased but about 21 per cent.

TELEGRATPH.

Considerable delay has been experienced in increasing the num-
ber of fire-alarm boxes by reason of a suit against the city regard-
ing certain patent rights, which has been pending for some years.
This has at last been settled in a very satisfactory manner, and
with no expense to the city for damages, through the personal
efforts of your Honor, as you are already aware, and a contract
was madle last month for fifty street fire-alarm boxes containing
all the improved devices. They will probably all be in position
and connected with the central telegraph system within the next
two months.

In connection with this improvement, all the Eastern District
telegraph circuits are now being centralized at these headquarters,
and & new code of fire-alarm numbers for the whole city substi-
tuted for those now in use in the Eastern and Western Districts,
that in the Eastern District being almost a duplicate of that in the
Western District, and often creating confusion.

This, with the extension of, and addition to present circuits, for
the purpose of connecting the fifty new boxes, requires about 50
miles of new wire, 4.000 insulators, and an increase of battery of
about 150 cells.

The only means of rapid communication between the various
houses of the department and these headquarters at present is by
the use of a code of signals upon the “small gong circuit.” This
limits our communications, much to the detriment of the depart-
ment, and often puzzles the horses and men, the same gong being
also used for signalling alarms of fire. A telephone system for the
use of this departinent alone, with wires centering at these head-
quarters, and provided with switches for making necessary connec-
tions, is almost indispensable.
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APPARATUN.

One “ Amoskeag ” steam fire engine has been purchased and
assigned to Engine Company No. 2, upon the South Brooklyn
river front. A new ‘“ Hayes Extension Ladder,” capable of being
maised to a height of 85 feet, and answering to a considerable ex-
tent the purposes of a water tower, has also been purchased and
assigned to Truck Company No. 3, in Concord strect.  One seri-
ous objection to these ladder trucks has been their great weight,
which weight is indispensable on acconnt of the great height of the
ladder. This objection has been overcome, however, by Superin-
tendent James Lynch, of the Department Repair Shop, by so fit-
ting the truck that it can be drawn by three horses harnessed
abreast, and this without materially inereasing the time of hitching
up. This tmck, as we have improved it, is considered by the
officers of the department a valuable addition to onr apparatus.
It is very desirable that a second should be purchased at an early
date, and stationed near the high buildings upon the water front
of the Eastern District.

There are in service 20 steam fire engines, 20 hose tenders, 5
hook and ladder trucks and 8 coal wagons in good order. In re-
serve-there are 2 steam fire engines, 2 hook and lkulder trucks, 2
hose tenders (2-horse), 3 hose tenders (1-horse) in good condition ;
and 2 hook and ladder trucks and 1 coal wagon in fair order. The
hose tenders of Engines Nos. 1, 19 and 20 have been rebuilt in the
repair shop during the year, and nearly every tender and hook and
ladder truck has been repaired.

In addition to the above, there are in service 2 supply wagons
and 1 supply truck, 2 light wagons, 2 engineers” wagons and 5
district engineers’ wagons; and in reserve, 1 light wagon, 1 engi-
neers’ wagon and 1 district engineers’ wagon, all in good order.
With few exceptions, all have been repaired during the year.

There have been sold at public auction 1 old steam fire engine,
1 supply wagon and 2 iizht wagons unfit for servic:; and there
have been built in the repair shop 1 supply truck, 2 light wagons
#nd a wagon for the Assistint Chief Engineer.
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The boilers of all the engines have been inspected during the
vear by the Superintendent of Steam Boilers, all standing the
required tests. Engines No. 3 and 9 have been supplied with
new boilers, and every engine has been more or less repaired since
my last report.

There have been purchased under contract 80 lengths (50 feet
ench) of rubber fire-hose, and 80 lengths of cotton fire-hose, rubber
lined ; 40 lengths, which had become unfit for use in this depart-
meunt, have been turned over by order of the Connon Couneil to
the Departiment of City Works for use in the sewers, and 30
lengths have been unsed o repairing other hose or destroyved.
There are on hand 424 lengths in good  condition. 184 lengths in
fair conddition, and 185 lengths in bad condition.

The wear and tear on our hose 15 very severe by reason of the
limited number of hydrants, which necessitates at many fives the
use of a great amount of hose. It is very desitable that the num-
ber of hydiants shonld be considerably inereased, especially along
the rviver front, and in the vieinity of mauafactories and large
buildings.  Such an ncrease would waterially improve the
eficieney of this departinent by enabling it to get to work more
quickly and with more effeet, beeause of having a less length of
hose to handle and to force water through. It would also mate-
rially relieve the strain upon engines and hose which is now sus-
tained by belug obliged to use such long lines of hose.

s JHORSES,

The management of the horses remains in the hands of Super-
intendent John L. Heins,  Duving the year 20 horses have been
purchased, 14 have been sold, being unfit for our service, 1 l.ms
Jied and 3 were killed by order of the Society for the Prevenho‘n
of Cruclty to Animale.  The general condition of the horses is
mmuch mors satisfact ry than a year ago, though there are quite 8
pumuber old and infirm, which ought soon to be replaced by new
ones: and in order to be better guarded against being crippled by
aceidents the mmber of reserve horses should be increased. Be-
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sides those required for the apparatus and wagpns, there are now
but 3 in reserve.  'We have in all 85 horses.

BUILDINGS AND RFEPAIRS.

A list of the buildings under the control of this department
will be found in Statement M. The repairing of houses continues
to be performed by mechanies of the department (firemen), under
the supervision of Fireman Charles Goodwin, of Truck No. 3,
and the results are quite as satisfactory as last year.  Besides
effecting a considerable saving in the actnal cost of 1'(*1);1i1x‘1);v this
plan, a reserve force of skilled firemen is constantly at hand, the
value of which was seen at the time of the fire at Harbeck's Pler
in July last. By the falling of a burning shed cleven firemen
were injured and plwed under the Surgeon’s eave, and their places
were immediately filled by retmming an equal number of these
detailed firenen to th-ir companies and temporarily su<pending
the work of repairs, :

The repairs and alterations to the house of engine 5, which had
been commenced at the time of making my last annual report, have
been completed, as have also those to the houses of engines 1 and
8, commenced this vear.  In each the stalls have been turmed to
face the front, engine room Hoors relaid and eaulked, and slidines
poles, of which I spoke in my last report, ave been introduced
and been found to greatly facilitate the movements of these com-
paniex.  The number of lockers in these houses has been inereased
50 as to furnish one to each fireman ; plunbing has been put in
order, and the interiors of the houses painted and kalsomined.
The old engine house on South 1st strect corner of 5th street, for-
merly used as a court room, and turned over to this department in
October 1882, has Leen entively altered, providing an office for the
assistant Chief and one of the district Engineers, with accemmodas
tions for their homes and wagons, and also a coal depot which has
been much needed in that portion of the city. '

A brick exteusion has been added to the paint room of the re-
pair shop, more than doubling its size, and affording room for
painting our longest ook and ladder trrceke; mirer ropairs to
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roofs and stalls, and in the way of painting, plumbing, mason work
ete., have been made to nearly every house.

In addition to the above repairs made by the firemen, the cellars
of the house of Engine Co., No. 18 in Siegel ‘street;antl ‘of Truck
Co., No. 6, in Greenpoint avenue, which have always been damp
and in rainy weather, often had several inches of water standing
in them, producing sickness among the firemen, have been made
water tight and perfectly. dry by the use of concrete, hydraulic
cement and waterproof felt. This work was done under the super-
vision of the Department of City Works, by contract, at an ex-
pense of $1,945.

A new house has been built by contract, under the supervision
of the Department of City works, in 11th street between 7th and
8th avenues, and was formally occupied on November lst by a
steam fire engine company fully equipped, made up by details
from other companies, and designated No. 20.

In this connection’an explanation should be made in relation to an
allusion to the leasing of 153 and 155 Furman street for an engine
house, made in my report of & year ago. On October 23d 1882, the
Common Council authorized the leasing of the above named prop-
erty, and at the time of making my report the lease was being
prepared. Later, and before the lease was signed, it was discov-
cred that by a clerical error the resolution as passed called for the
leasing of the whole of the premises, whereas a lease of only the
first and second stories had been contemplated. On December
11th T requested the Common Council to rescind their resolution
of October 23d, and to authorize the leasing of the first and second
floors. The resolution was rescinded, and the matter of the lease
was referred to the Law Committee. The President and a Special
Committee of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters, and
also a number of property owners on the river front, have urged
_-the matter upon the attention of the committee; and on August
2d, shortly afterthe disastrous fire at Harbecks Pier, I again com-
municated with the Common Council urging action in this matter.
As yet no report whatever in relation thereto has been made by
the committee, as appears by the Minutes of tl.e Common Council,
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and millions of dollars worth of property on Furman street remains
without adequate protection.

BUREAU OF COMBUSTIBLFS.

On the 21st of July last the efticient Superintendent of this
Bureau, Mr. Charles E. Miles, was suddenly removed by death.
His place has been filled in an acceptable manner by Fireman
James Kellock of Truck No. 6. The entire work of this bureau
continues to be done, as it was last year, by five men (firemen),
instead of by about fifteen clerks as was the case prior to 1882,
and more licenses have been issued and more money received thus
far this year than during the corresponding eleven months of
1882.  For statistics you are respectfully referred to Statement N.

It is claimed by some oil dealers that the high standard of
«100° flash” as fixed by the law of 1882 does not apply to the
city of Brooklyn. The Corporation Counsel and District Attorney
are not agreed as to whether it does or not. As soon as the
District Attorney elect takes office an effort will be made to have
the question decided, if necessary, by bringing a test case In
court.

All of the samples tested have run considerably above the old
standard of “ 110° fire test,” and most ran nearly if not quite up
to « 100° flash.”

BANTTARY.

Dr. E. A. Lewis, Department Surgeon, makes report of the
sanitary condition of the Department as follows, viz. :

“The houses have been inspected from time to time, and during
the last month, have all been thoroughly examined. They are
well kept, clean, neat and in good sanitary condition. The needed
repairs and the minor defects in ventilation and plumbing have
been before pointed out and many of them already corrected.
The general health of the men has been good. While there has
been a great deal of work for the Surgeons, most of it has been
due to accidents and the exposures which it is part of a fireman's
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duty to undergo. Two serious accidents have happened during
the year. One on May 21, by which eight men were disabled,
but all of these are retuwrned to duty. On July 19, another oc-
curred disabling thirteen men. Of these one died from his in-
juries, and one is not vet on duty, the others have recovered.
It is worthy of remark that very few cases of illness as result of
drinking have occurred. The. only death which has taken place
among the uniformed force is that of Robert McDougal, fireman
of Truck No. 3. He was so badly burned and erushed on July
19, that he died July 25. Charles E. Miles, Superintendent of
Burean of Combustibles, died suddenly of apoplexy, July 21. 1
append a tabulated statement of the year’'s work:”  (State-
ment 0.) ‘

- DISCIPLINE.

There has been a mnch closer attention to duty in the Depart-
ment, and less tendeney to violate rules;, than in 1882. The fol-
lowing i8 a comparative record of trials, &e., since Jamuary 1,
1882, viz.:

11 months

1882, of 1883.
Total triads. ... ... .. ... ... ... .. 65 33
Acquattals. ... oo oo oL 9 1
Reprimands. ... ... ... .. .. e 7 7
Fines mposed. ..o oo 41 22
Dismissals................ e 8 3
Amount of fines colleeted . ... ... .. ... £407.55 £174.86

LEGISLATION,

In my report of 1882 T wrged a modification of vur laws relating
to the rank and pay of firemen. The experiences of another year
strengthens my opinion that such ehanges as I then suggested are
not only desirable, as tending to increase the efliciency of the De-
partizent, but are just towards the firemen. I deem the matter of
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suflicient importance to warrant my repeating a portion of what I
said last year upon the subject, viz: ,

“Under present laws, each company consists of a foreman, at a
salary of $1,100, and firemen, whose pay ranges from $1,000
down to $700, depending upon length of service, and in no way
upon the duty performed. This hardly seems just, when it is
considered that the fireman performing the duties of engineer and
also his assistant must be skilled engineers and be provided with
official certificates, and that a driver is expected to be experienced
1 the care and management of horses, and must have more than
avernge skill in driving. ~ As the foreman is necessavily absent at
meals three times daily, and occasionally has a day off, his place,
under the present law, can only be filled during such absence by
the temporary appointment of a fireman to act as foreman.  Such
an appointee may have to assume grave responsibilities in case of
fire during a foreman’s absence, and he could hardly be expected
to command the respect and obedience of the company, as could
one of higher rank than his comrades. These evils, T am con-
fident, could be overcome by establishing rank and pay as fol-
lows, viz.:

Privates—Salaries graded, as at present, according to length of
service.

Drivers and assistant engineers—Salarvies a little higher than
privates.

Engineers and assistant foremen—Salaries a little higher than
drivers; and

Foremen—Salaries a little higher than assistant foremen.

I would have all eandidates for promotion eavefully examined as
to their fitness, so that merit alone should ensure promotion ; and
T would provide for reducing from one grade to any grade below
on trial and conviction.

Under the present law, the engineers and drivers receive no
more pay, while they have greater responsibilities and more work
than their comrades, and, when tired of this, there is a strong in-
ducement to be negligent ; whereas, with even a small increase of
pay, and a possibility of reduction in rank and pay as a penalty
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for negligence, there would be every mducement for men to try to
retain their positions, and their comrades would be more ready to
render them assistance in emergencies, as by so doing they would
be learning the duties of, and fitting themselves to fill, higher po-
sitions when vacancies occurred.

* . * * 'l; . ®* B *»

I would discourage any legislation tending to *equalize” the
pay, believing any equa.hzatlon without regard to length of service
or character of service rendered, to be unbusinesslike and tending
to demoralization.”

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN N. PARTRIDGE,

Commissiomer.
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STATEMENT “A.”

Rank, Number and Distribution of - the-Force for Extinguishing

Fires.”
£ i
v  E
. 2
= x
St Q-j E .
< El !
., & T & &t ¢ &, 4
k] z = g B > Z
& 3 £ £ & =
g 2 2 & & & £ @
Engiveers. ... ... ... 1 1 6 . 8
Supt. of Harness Shop. ... ...... ...... T 1
Eogine Co. No. 1..... ... .. ... ... ... 1 1 1 6 9
o R 1 1 1 8 . 11
“ B 1 1 1 9, 12
o T 1 1 1 9 12
b £ 1 1 1 9 12
. 6. . 1 1 1 8 11
“ T e 1 1 1 9 ! 12
. B 1 1 1 8 1
. Qoo o 1 1 1 9 12
. 0. oo 1. 1 1 9 12
. 3 1 1 1 0 12
i 1200 1 1 1 9 12
“ 18 1 1 1 9 12
. ) 1 1 1 8 11
“ & 2 P 1 1 1 9 12
o 16..... ...... oo 1 1 1 9 13
e 17 ... .. P 1 1 1 8 11
“ I8 1 1 1 9 12
o 10,0 1 1 1 9 12
- 200 ... L 1 1 1 5 8
Truck Co. Now Lo....oooen i iainl. | S 1 8 10
- D e ) 1 10 12
“ 3. ) IR 1 9 11
- L | (R 1 10 12
e - S ) I 1 9 11
Total. _ . 1 1 6 28 20 25

214 . 288
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STATEMENT «B.”

Changes December 1, 1882, to Novewder 30, 1883, inclusive.

*
z.
T i
g 2 3 = I E:
£ g £ . E o
<% % = st < — [~ ™
Restemed. ... ... ... L 10 . 1 ... B
Retired on Pensiom. ... ... ... | e T
Decensed ... .. .00 Lo 1 ... | I 3 . e
Dismissed ... ... 1 2 1 e 4 .
Appointed .00 o0 L 20 3 2 R T e i
Promoted .. ...... ... . ‘1 3 oo [ J
2 37 4 5 25 18 b 7

* From fireman.,
t From repair shop.
{ Inspector of Telegraph to be Superintendent of the Telegraph Bureaun.



Fire DEPARITMENT.

ST&TE\IE T “C”

FINANCIAL.
Purpose. Expended.
Balance from appropriation of 1882, . L
Saluries for 1883 ... ..o o o
Maintenance. ....... ... o oo

Amonnt derived from sale of old apparatus, &,
Amount derived from sale of disabled horse (14).
Amount for service at tire in Lonyg Island City,

whiclh ocenrred Angust 2200 ... 0000
On account of contracts and bills of 1882, =204 4
Contract for building house ot Engine Co. No, 20, 10,512 uo

Salaries from January 1 to November 30, 1883
Homes (20) .o o

Shocing horses ... . oo D4IN 05
Feed and bedding for horses, ... .00 L. 659 T
Gas consumed in hotses of (lv]mrtmvm ......... 1313 83
Coal aud womd | e . 2677
Genernl supplies, lmmm\ nu >1>\ ml whnte, &e 4,130 11
Materials and tools for repair and harness shops. S0 50
Stutionery bianks, blank books, &eo. oo 00000 EPP EEE
Materials for repairs to houses ..o L 4,750 62
Repuiring and making cellims of Trnek Co. No, §
and Engine Co. Noo I8 impervions to water .. 1.945 00
Telegraph maintenance and repairs. .o LR13 51
New hose and payvments under fonner o mitracts. 6,802 0
Three new engine botlers oo 0000 00 0 0L L6740
One new Amoskeag steamn tive engine . oL 4,500 06
One Hayvex hook and ladder traek .00 3,150 00
Contingent expetises not chargeable to spee inl
BCCOMIES . Lo e 1.804 76
Total expenditure to November 30th, 18<3 .. S362,537 02
Balanee. ... ... oo 45187 27

400,674 29

Unexpended balanee. ... ... ...
OUTSTANDING LIABILITIES ON CONTRACTS, &c.

American Fire Hose Mfy. Co., third paviment on

5,000 feet of hose, due November, 1884, 030 00
D. & M. May certitied on feed and hedding con-
tract. ... 1,978 61

189

Appropriated.

SE3901 42
314,950 00
T4 000 00
ol 97
420 90

150 (0

408,674 29

*47.137 27




190 REPORT OF THE

STATEMENT “(C,” (FiNaxcian)—Concluded.

Purpose. ~ Expended Appropristed.

Bronght forward. ... .. .. . . e

American Fire Hose Mfyg. Co., second and third

payment on 2,000 feet of hose, due April, 1884

and 1883 .. .. T4 00
Boston Woven Hose Co., second and third pay-

ment on 2,000 feet of hose. due April, 1884and

IRRD . e e 44 00
John F. Sehimndeke, Class A7 97 tons of conl
at B4.99. e 484 00
M. J. Gaffney, Class *B,” 104 tons of coal at
FHB0. 551 20
Richard B. Leach, Class (" 21 londs of wood at
OO0 5 60
Reserved on contract for building eugme houre
No. 200 e B0
The Gamewell Fire Alarm Telegraph Co., 50
boxenat ¥125ench. ... ... ... ... 8,250 o)
Total amount certitied on contract ....... .. 11,532 44

For salaries, new engine, horses. and supplies for
December, and outstanding bills estimated. .. ¥35.304 83

'H. 137 27 #4" 137 27
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STATEMENT < G.”

Amownt of Securities and Mowey to the eredit of the Firemad's
Insurance Fund, Nocemdber 30, 1883,

Bond and mort:zaee on house and lot known as 86 Carroll street,

city of Brooklyn, property of Jane Kassenbrock, benring interest:

at the rate of five percent. ... o o o L 3,000 00
Bond and morteage on buildings and land situsted on the north-

easterly corner of Clermont, Fulton and Gates avenues, city of

Brooklyn, property of Chas. Robins, bearing interest at the rate

of fivepercent. ... o o 15,000 00
Bond and mortaace on Louse and lot southwest corner of Fifth

avenne and Sixth street. city of Brooklyn, property of Jeremiah

Quaid, and bearing interest at the rate of tive pereent, ... ... ... 1.000 00
Bond and mortgage on honse and ot north side of Bainbridge

street, 2205 feet west from Patehen avenue, eity of Brooklyn, prop-

erty James (siven, nortunge assigned by Jos. W, Wilde), bearing

interest at the rate of siX pereent ... ... oo o oL 3,000 00
Cnsh in the City Treasury. as per records of the Trustees of the

Fand. .o i 2.514 15

Cash in the Brooklyn Trast Company ... ..o L. e | 27.088 81

—— .

Total. o e e ceeer %355,202 98

STATEMENT «H.”

The follvwcing wimed  persons have been placed on the Pension Roll
of the Firemen’s Tnswrance Fund since lust report.

Mary Oats, widow of Michael Oaty, bell vinger. ..., ... ... ..., Jan. 1, 1883,
DPatrick Murray, driver of Engine Co. Noo 13, .. ..o oo ... Aug. 1, 1883

Total number of pensioners on the roll twenty-three, twenty-two of whom
receive an anminl pension of 3300, aud one a pension of F3(K).

The following named persons have been taken off the pension roll of the Fire-
mwen’s Insuranee Fund since last report.

Michael Oats. bell ringer, December, 1882, eause, deatl.

Annie Feist, widow of Jucob Feist, Junuary, 1883, cause, married.

Mary L. Kane, widow of John Kane, April, 1883, cause, death.
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STATEMENT «J.”

Fires and Alarms and amount of Losses since QOctober 1, 1869,

!
1869. 49 fires and nlarms (three months).................. Lossl $113,320 00
1870. 254 e “ | 882,300 00
1871. 272 D “ | 757,875 00
1872. 320 “ e e i 1,728,070 00
1873. 289 e o ) 699,185 00
1874. 298 R « | 636,385 00
1875. 353 R “ 1 909,352 00
1876. 385 o w | 712,490 00
1877. 871 e “ 11,125,656 00
1878. 882 L s [ 304,814 00
1879. 404 O « | 608,243 00
1880. 407 e “ 11,682,540 00
1881. 518 P « 825,047 00
1882. 595 L 11,888,272 00
1883. 622 “ (eleven months). ................ . [ 735,977 00

Of the alarms for 1883 (11 months) :
8 were received at Headquarters, 367 Jay St.
31 ** received from Assistant Chief Engineer’s office.

61 “ the bell towers.
8 ¢ old signal stations.
102« i\ engine and truck houses.
191 ¢ o street fire alarm boxes.

135 ¢ still alarms.
8 ¢ received from repair shop.
57« . Police Headquarters.
36 ¢ “ telephone.

L o mamas s
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STATEMENT «K.”

Kind and pumber of badldings, &e, dolen five forne Jannary 1, ta
Novender 30, 1882,

Marble front buildings, -story. ... 0. o e 1
Iron e L e 4 1
Bro\\'mhinol(]\\'ellingﬂ‘ BT L L e 1
oo . N e 7

e b 40 [ 10
Brownstone storesand dwellings, 4-story. ... ..o L L 3
Brick dwellings, 1story. ... ... o 3
o o 2 S L9

. s Bt e e PR 17

. ' 4 e L9
Brick tenements. ... ... oo e I S 9
Brick stores, 3-81OTY . ... e 9
. R 2
Brick stores and dwellings, -story. ... ... . ... i 9
‘e ¢ 3 38

“ s 4 e 19

s o [ 6
Frame dwellings, 1-story. ... ... e 2
“ V¢ 2P 80

o “ 3 2P 48

. i A e e IR |

so atores, T e 13

o 0 and dwellings, 2-story. ..o oo L oo 43

. e e 2PN 27

“ “ . A 1

L 5 U5 LY 11 € T O B
Brick factories, T-5tOTY ... o e 1
o e e s 8

' E - h

“ S SO P 8

o L - TGP 3
Frame PSP 3
- R Y 7

‘. DS O 2

“ e I |
Blacksmith shops. oo oo s 4
3 O o 1 L 2
Boller House. ... oo e e 1
Churches. .., 8
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STATEMENT ¢ K.”—Concluded.

Canal boats and lighters. ... ... .. o 4
Carpenter and cooper shops. ... .......... ... .. ... . . B
ChimNeys . . ot e 45
Coal and wood yard and buildings....... ... ... ... 7
City dock Department office. .............. P 1
Foundries. ... ... ... . e e 5
Franklin avenue R. R. car house........ ... ... ... . ... ... .. ... . .... 1
3 (T G 1
Flag pole. . .ot e e e e 1
Glass WOTKR. .. ..o e e [
Hotels and public halls. .. ... .. i e 3
Hay and rubbish in streets and lots................ ... ... ... L . 10
Laundry . e e 1
Monlding mill. ... .. ..o i 1
Ol refimeries. . ... ... ... . e 22
Oil barrelson walk.............. ............. e e e e 2.
School honses. . ... ... ... .. . . e 4
POty . .. 1
Stables, Drick. ... ... i e 8
Stables, frame. . .. .. .. ... 12
Storage honses . . .. ... ... .. b
L O 5
Sawmill. .. T 1
Sheds. .. ... . e 8
] Coe) < P 1
Sulphur works . .. ... ... 2
N 5
Tammery ..o 1
Tar pots om street. .. .. ... 3
VOlks Theatre . ... ... ......oor ettt e et 1
Varudeh Works. ... ... ..o 2
Valve honse Bt Gas WOTKS. ... ... ..oueeer oo e e 1
OUT OF CITY LIMITS.
Daylight Ol Works, L. L CitF.. ... ..eveenanneneneaaeaeneeenn. 1
Eastern Distilling Co., L. L City. ... ...ooveooeeans e 1

25
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STATEMENT «M.”

Buildings occupied by or under control of the Fire Department.

Headquarters, office of Chief Engineer, Bureau of Combustibles, Telegraph
Central Office and Store room -Nos. 363 & 367 Jay street.
Old office of Asgistant Chief Engineer—Fourth St., near North First St.

New . South First 8t., cor. of Fifth St.
Engine Company No. 11— Fourth ave., cor. Nineteenth St.

“ ‘e 2-—Van Brunt 8t., cor. Seabring St.

o “ 3 Hicks St., near Sackett St.

o ¢ 4- -Degraw St., near Court St.

" e 5-- Picrrepont St., near Fulton St.

- ¢ 6—High St., near Fulton St.

o “ T—Penrl St., near Concord St.

. ' 8—Front St., near Bridge St.

e e Y=-Graham Si., near Myrtle Av.

- ' 10—Carlton Av., near Myrtle Av.

e ‘e 11— Clymer St., near Bedford Av.

o ¢ 12—Second St., near North Eighth St.

" . 13—Powers St., near Ewen St.

‘e . t4—Herkimer St., near New York Av.

‘ ' 15—India $t., near Frauklin Av.

* o 16 —Sclioles St., near Union Av,

¢ o 17—De Kall) Av., near Lewis Av.

o o 18— Seigel St., near Graham Av.

¢ i 19-- Dean St., near Underhill Av,

o o 20— Eleveuth St., between Seventh and Eighth Avs.
Truck ‘ 1—Van Brunt $t., near Seabring St.

¢ s 2--Bedford Av., near Myrtle Av.

¢ “ 8 — Concord St., near Duftield St.

o s 4— South Third St., near Fifth St.

o e 6 - Greenpoint Av., near Manhattan Av.

Coal Depot No. 1—Van Brunt St., Carroll St.
. and Alarm Station No. 2—Hicks St., near Joralemon St.

“ No. 3—Kent Av., near Myrtle Av.
¢ and Alarm Station No. 4—796 Fulton St.
Bell Tower—City Hall.

“ —8ixth Ward, Hicks St., near Sackett St.
o — Fourteenth Ward, Fourth St., near North First 5t.
o - -Sixteenth Ward, Ten Eyck St., near Ewen St.

Repair 8hop—North Elliott place, cor. Myrtle Av.
Hospital Stables and Harness Shop-—Caunton St., near Bolivar 8t
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Alarm Staiion, aud Stable-—De Kalb Av., near Fort Greene place.
Carpenter Shop—Gold 8St., near Concord St.
Old Hose Carringe House—Hicks St., near Degraw St.

s —Jay St., near Tlllary St.

STATEMENT “N.”

BUREAU OF COMBUSTIBLES.

Number of Kerosene Oil Licenses Granted and Amount Recelved
therefor since 1874,

1874 5 months,  Nuwmber of Heenses grauted, 207, at #5000 HLI85 00
1875. Number of liconses granted, IR 0 BRUMVN]
1876. . - - 1.5 o 7.6510 00
1837, “ “ 4 1.4 R T8 0
1878, o b o 1. o 8,935 00
1879, “ . “ 1 e 84935 00
1880. e o o 7 o 8,680 00
1881, o o ‘o o 8,370 00
1882, e “ i o 10,635 0
1883. 11 months. Number of licenses granted, 2,008, < . ... ... 10,290 00
1875. No. of snmples tested. . 619 No. of samples found below standard. . 117
1876. . GL9MRK L [ s R 3|
1877. e R Wbt “ ‘. “ .15
1878. o A U ¥ 2 “ . o .. 2
1879. o e LT3 4 s s .. None.
1880. s ¢ LE620 o ¢ ¢ .. 3
1881. “ “ 1,499 ¢ ‘o o .. 59
1882. e 1,878 “ “ “ .. 169

1883. “ ¢ L3831 See page 17 of report.
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SANITARY.
1882. 1883.
Number of cases attended by surgeon, 10 months.. 293 11 months. .. 482
Number of calls at office.............. ‘¢ 599 ¢ ...1L,112
Number of calls at quarters or homes. .. ‘" 398 o 014
Total number of days lost............. o ..1,233 e ...8,145

CLASSIFICATION OF DISEASES.

Surgical cases, 10 months, 1882..
Due to exposure ‘e o ..
Miscellaneous o ¢ ..
Deaths since
Name, Rank, &ec

Chas. E. Miles.. Supt. Bur. of Com.

Robt. McDougall Fireman, Truck 3. .

............ 98 11 months, 1883 195
............. 64 ¢ . 168
............. 131 oo 119
January 1, 1883.

Appointed. Died. Cause of death.

'March 1, 1882 July 21, 1883 Apoplexy.

March 8, 1870 July 253, 1838 Burns and

j ,  bruives re-

ceived at fire

! . ot Harbeck's

‘ ' Pier, July
I - 19, 1883,
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REPORT

OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH, )

>

BroogLyy, January 1, 1884,

Hon. Sete Low, Mayor :
SIr :

I have the honor to present the following statement in regard to
the condition of the public health during the year 1883, together
with an account of the principal sanitary operations during the
same period.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

The general health of Brooklyn during the past year has been
better than in any year since 1879, a conclusion reached chiefly by
the study of the causes of death for the several years.

The total deaths in the city in the twelve months ending
December 31, 1883, were 13,758, or 1,256 less than the actual
mortality during the calendar year 1882. On the basis of this
mortality of 1883, and estimating the population to have been
624,118, we fix the death rate at 22.04 in each thousand of per-
sons living.

This rate is lower thau that of 1882, when there died 24.84 in
each thousand, the population at that time being held to be
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604,356, In other words, there has been a saving of life this year,
as compared with 1882, amounting to more than 1,700 lives.

No serious epidemic has visited us. The contagious diseases
that are domiciled with us, such as scarlet fever and diphtheria,
have made far less serious inroads than in most of the previous
years of the past decade. Their prevalence has been less, and the
gravity of their attack not so severe. This is a cheering indica-
tion; not so much because there is shown any great mastery over
them by the work of this department—although it is fair to as-
sume that our efforts have not been misdirected—as because it
shows that the sum total of the conditions that affect the general
health are on the mending hand, and that every effort to improve
those conditions may be hopefully put forth.

In the past, many, and even thonghtful persons, have lost hope
in sanitary undertakings, almost adopting the fatalist’s view, that
no efforts, however well directed, are competent to the task of
curbing the onward course of contagious disease. We can fairly
pluck up hope that the healthfulness of our surroundings may be
improved, and the health of our citizens increased. We are not
always to stagger under the heavy contagious mortality that has
afflicted the city in so many of the years gone by. This is the
feeling that grows out of a comparison of our mortality tables in
recent years. ‘

The accompanying table scts forth the most prominent elements
that are to be compared together at the present time:
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In the above table let us compare the columns representing the
chief figures for the present year and the last year.

The saving of life was most remarkable among children under 5
years of age, the decrease amounting to 1,298; the decline in
deaths by zymotic diseases was 1,216, and is very significant of a
better tone of the public health. Diseases of the zymotic class
flourish when the community is broken down in its health, and
they are expelled or reduced when the city’s pulse and circulation
come back to the normal.

In last year’s report to your Honor, I referred to the exception-
ally cleanly condition of our street sewers, and the probable good
effect thereof upon the health rate. I have no reason to abate
anything that I then said, but am impelled to state my conviction
that the efficient operations of the Department of City Works
have vastly improved our sewer system, and for some months, at
least, have given us purer air to breathe by giving us relatively
cleaner streets under the new contract, and have thus indirectly
come to the aid of the sanitary authority in its fight against
zymotic disease.

Tt will also be seen by the above table that only twice since
1875 has the zymotic mortality fallen below the total of last year—
namely, in the years 1878 and 1879, while in 1881 it rose to nearly
5,000. This zymotic decline is extremely gratifying to all who
watch the progress of the city’s health ; for there can scarcely be a
question that our city is destined to make advance in this direc-
tion, and to make a name for herself as a wholesome home-city.

A further examination of the parallel columns in the table shows
that the only discases cited therein that had a higher total last
year than in 1882 are consumption and typhoid fever, and in re-
spect to both of these the increase is insignificant.

T have said nothing of the remarkably cool summer of 1883, and
its influence over the public health—and it certainly had a most
salutary one, This is shown pre-eminently by the reduction in
the deaths by cholera infantum and affections of the bowels, under
five yvears of age.

I cannot doubt that if we had experienced our customary “heated
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term” or “hot wave,” our summer quarter would have been much
wore sickly and destructive of infant life, and it would have pre-
vented me from giving the very gratifying account that I have
taken pleasure in drawing up of the condition of the city in 1883.

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

It is very gratifying to be able to report a marked decrease in
contagious disease. During the twelve months ending December
31, 1882, there were reported to this oftice 9,735 cases of ‘conta-
gious disease ; during the corresponding period of the present year,
but 6,312 cases. This decrease is observable in all diseases except
typhoid fever.

It is the popular impression that this latter disease has been
very fatal in Brooklyn during the year, but it will be seen by refer-
ence to the mortality table that this is erroneous, as the increase
in the number of deaths is but eight.

The following table gives the reported cases of the various dis-
eases as made to the Department of Health by the physicians of
the city, as required by the Sanitary Code:

Reported Cases of Contayious Disease.

— i .o - . T=

|
1st 24 3d ith " Total [for
Quarter. Quarter. ;Quarter. Quarter. | Year.

) i -~

|

11882. 1883.,1882.11883.|1882 1883 1882. 1883, 1882 i1883
i t '

_— ___i e S B e
Scarlet fever......... 1,908 1,006'1,528) 1,050] 380, 397 723 BIR| 4,599'3,167
Diphtheria .......... T62 403 418 B10{ 243 191 450 283} 1,873/1,185
Messles. ... ......... 1,314 128.1,183 933! 140 167 33 376)2,670;1,604
Smallpox.... ... .... S22 6 4 6 16l B 185 . 12
Typhoid fever....... 32 20 .3&' 2T 42770 4179 148 202
Typhus fever........ ..... .....  2..... ... ] ......... e 2
Whooping cough. .. .. I 82 3 71 31 118" 40 37 36 258 142

Total ........... !4,230'1 89413, 279.2,363 039, 865 1,297 1, 890 9,733/ 6,312
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SMALL DPOX.

Since May 12th of this year there has been no case of small
pox in this city. )

During the year there were but 12 cases, as compared with 185
cases in 1882,

"The vaeinating corps has been kept constantly at work, except-
ing during the hot months, when it was inadvisable to vaccinate.
During their tours of duty the physicians have found 12,638 per-
sons who have never been vaceinated; they have visited 13,012
houses, have offered vaccination to 33,836 families, and have vaci-
nated 6,375 persons.

The following table shows the number of reported cases of small
pox by months:

Reported Cases of Small Pox.

P 1881, 1883, | 1882. | 1883,
January............... 150 1 I Julv. ... ‘ 10 | None
February............... 45 2 August.....oLo...LL | 5 None.
March.................. { 26 4 September. .. .......... 1 | None
April ..., e 24 3 October............. .. None. | None
May.......oooiaennn 15 2 November... .. ......... None.| None.
June............ ...l v &  None, December.............. 4 \ N.ne.

v 1 i —t

THE AMBULANCE SERVICE.

The ambulance service, organized in May, 1873, by resolution
of the Common Connetl, and placed by that body for management
in the Board of Health, was for the first time established on a per-
manent basis, by the charter amendment passed June 4th, 1880,
Chap. 545, which reads: *“Said Board of Health, as thus consti-
tuted, and its successors, shall have power to act as a legislative
body in regard to, and shall have and exercise exclusive power in
said city over all matters pertaining to public health, the remorval
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and burial of the dead, the maintenance and operating of an ambu-
lance service, for the speedy removal of sick and injured persons,”
etc.

The ambulance districts are four in number, each under the
charge of a swrgeon and an assistant. The Station of the Western
District is located at the Long Island College Hospital, corner
Henry and Pacific streets; that of the Eastern District at the
Eastern District Hospital, 108, to 112 South Third street,
and that of the Central District at the Homceepathic Hospital on
Cumberland street. This latter station is one which has been in
existence since since January, 1881, and the ambulance used is the
property of the hospital, although it is under the management and
contro]l of the Department of Health.

During the month of December an additional ambulance was pro-
vided by St. Mary’s Hospital, on St. Mark’s avenue, near Rochester
avenue, and its scrvices have been placed at the disposal of the city
by the authorities of that institution, the expenses of its mainten-
ance, however, being paid by them. The rooms of the surgeons
are connected by telephone with Police Headquarters, and also
with the stables where the ambulances are located, so that prompt-
ness characterizes thisservice equally with that of the Fire Depart-
ment. The cost of maintaining this service is $5,200 annually ;
$1,200 of this amount is raised by the Board of Estimate specific-
cally for the services of the ambulance of the Homeopathic Hos-
pital. The city owns four ambulances, two of which are always on
duty, the others acting as reserves.

It was deemed wise at the inception of this service in 1873 to
make contracts with Hvery stable keepers to furnish horses and
drivers, rather than for the city to assume the work ; this plan has
operated so satisfactorily that it has not been changed. The
amount paid for each district is about $1,000 annually, the
city furnishing the ambulances and apparatus, and keeping the
8AIE in repair.

In order that this service may be of the greatest possible value
the city is divided into districts, and the duties of the surgeons
distinetly defined.
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The following are the ordinance and regulations referring to the
service :

SANTTARY ORDINANCE No. 185.

§ 185. The ambulances of the Department of Health, while
engaged in going for or in carrying sick or wounded persons to or
from the hospitals, shall have the right of way in the streets of the
city, as against any person, carriage or incumbrance put, driven or
being in said streets, and no person shall obstruet said ambulances
while so engaged if there shall be an opportunity to get out of the
way of the same, under a penalty of ten dollars for each offence.
It shall be the duty of the police to enforce the provisions of this
section.

REGULATIONS OF THE AMBULANCE SERVICE.

The city is divided into four Ambulance Distriets, as follows:

1. Western District, comprising the 1st, 2d, 3d, 8th, 8th-sub
and 11th Police Preecinets, bounded by East River, Navy Yard,
Nevins street, Second avenue, Third street, and city line.  Ambu-
lance stationed at the Long Island College Hospital, corner Henry
and Pacific streets.

2. Eastern Distriet, comprising the 5th, 6th, 7th and 13th Police
Precinets, bounded by Newtown Creek, East River, Wallabout
Canal, Hewes street, Wythe avenue, Franklin avenue, Myrtle
avenue and Jefferson street.  Ambulance stationed at the Eastern
District Hospital, on 108 South Third street, E. D.

3. Central District, comprising the 4th and 10th Police Pre-

cinets, bounded by East River, Navy street, Nevins street, city.
line, Franklin avenue, Wythe avenue, Hewes street and Wallabout
Canal.  Ambulance stationed at the Homeopathic Hospital, 109
Cumberland street.
4. Fowrth Distriet, comprising the 9th and 12th Police Pre-
cinets and the 9th sub-Precinet, bounded by Franklin avenue,
Myrtle avenue, Jefferson street and city line.  Ambulance stationed
at St, Mary’s Hospital.
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5. The surgeon must be a qualified practitioner of medicine
under the laws of the State.

The term of service of ambulance surgeon shall not exceed
one year.

6. The surgeon shall be always on duty; he may, however, be
relieved by a substitute regularly appointed by the Board.

7. The ambulance shall never attend a call unless accompanied
by the surgeon or by a regularly appointed substitute.

8. No expense either in purchase of material or in the repair of
the ambulance, shall be incurred unless authorized by the Board.

9. The ambulance when on duty shall at all times be under the
direction of the surgeon in charge.

10. The ambulance must under no circumstances be driven faster
than is permitted by city ordinances—five miles an hour. The bell
attached to the ambulance is only to be rung in crowded thorough-
fares, and when it becomes necessary to clear the way.

11. The surgeons are to constantly bear in mind that the service
is one of emergency, and that they are not to treat patients, except
so far as the immediate necessity demands.  Dislocations are not
to be reduced, nor fractures permanently dressed.

12. When no emergency exists, the surgeon is neither to take
the place of the police surgeon nor of the attending physician.
His duty is simply to convey patients to their homes or to the
hospitals as expeditiously and as comfortably as possible.

The following rules for removal of patients will be observed so
far as practicable :

13. All calls for the use of the ambulance must be sent to the
ambulance of the district in which the case occurs. If the ambu-
lance is out the call must be sent to the ambulance station of the
adjoining district nearest to the case requiring its use.

14. Patients will be tuken home when they so request.

15. When not taken home they will be conveyed to hospitals,
as follows :

From the Eastern District Station, to the E. D. Hospital, St.
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Catharine’s Hospital, or the City Hospital, according to the loca-
tion of the case.

From the Western District, all cases easterly of Fulton street,
to the City Hospital ; westerly of Fulton street, alteruately to the
Long Island College Hospital and St. Peter's Hospital.

From the Central District, alternately to the Homeopathie Hos-
pital and City Hospital.

From the Fourth District, to St. Mary’s Hospital.

16. When patients request to be conveyed to hospitals otherwise
than in accordance with the foregoing regulations, the request shall
be observed if it can be done without detriment to the patient or
the interests of the service.

The following tables have been prepared to show the great va-
riety of accidents and causes of sudden sickness liable to oceur in
a great city. It represents the calls made upon the Brooklyn
Ambulances during a single year:

Wounds.
= T T T It/ - 7"'_’_—!'_ ,i;,' - - _:_N o
Contused. | Lacerated. lectured.i Gun Shot. Dr:t:::‘b;‘;t
| | 8 .
— |
Head ................ 82 59 l | 5 | 170
Body ...l 46 4 6 11 1 3
Extremities .......... 56 37 8 4 2
Not stated............ 51 i | #
i
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Fractures.
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.
Discascs.
!
Alcoholism .. ...... ... N 41 Hemntemesis . ... .ooe vt neen .. 1
Aleoholic ecomna. ... ... e dHemmin............ ... ..ol 9
¢ convulsions, ... ......... 2 Inanition . ........... e 1
Abortion. ... . ..o Lo 9 Insolation ....... ..... e 25
** threatened.............. 8 Congestion of lungs.............. 1
Apoplexy. ... 10 Cancer of Hp........oooooi it 1
Anasarea.. ... ... e eeove TMalaria ..o 1
Asphyxin......... ... ool 2 Myelitia................ e 1
Ocdema of arm.................. 1 Malarial fever.................... 1
Compression of brain......... ... LMalingerer ............... oL 5
Convulsions. ....... .. .. ... ..... 2iAcute manin. ... ...iiiieiin ... .3
Catalepsy........ ... ..., 1O0rehitis. ....oon i 1
Colic ... 17 Parturition.............oonn. 15
Cerebral hyperaemia. ............. 2Plenrisy. ... ... 2
0 concussion........ ..., 4 Phthisis pulmonalis. ............. 4
Defloration attempted. . ... e 1Parlysis ......ooiiio ., 2
Dropsy.... ...l 1;Pelvic cellulitis. ................. 1
Debility........ ... oL 10;Pnimonary oedema............... 1
Delirium tremens................ 10;Pteurisy with pneumonia.......... 2
Dyspnoen ... o L Puerperal manin................. 1
Delirium ... .o.oovii il 1I'Pleurodynin . ... .oovvvnn oL, 2
Dysentery.............cooovu.. .. I'Pnenmonia...................... 5
Dinrtheen ...l 1'Poisoning by tinet. opie...... ... .. 1
Exhanstion ........ ... ... 7 s badmilk............ 8
Epilepticcoma. ... ... 21 i arsenie........ ... .2
¢ convulsions............. 83 Paraplegin. . ................. ... 1
Epilepsy. ... ....... ... ... 56 Prostration...................... 1
Epistaxis ... ... oo 2 Prolapsus uteri................ .. 1
Intermittent fever. . .............. 9 Rheumatism, acute........... ... . 8
Hysterin ........................ 23. “ chronie......... .. .. 1
Hemorrhage. ... ... ISyncope ........................ 8
“ from uleer........... . 2Retention of urine........... .. .. 4
“ uretha ............... 1 Uremic convulsions. ... ........... 1
“ uterns. . ... 1Uterinecolic................... L1
Disease of heart................. . 5 Rupture of varicose veins......... 2
1

Hemoptysis ..o, 5Vertigo from indigestion. . .... .. ..
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Miscellaneous.
DISLOCATIONS.
| CONCUSSIONS.
Ankle ...... ..... ...l 1
Elbow ...................oo L. IBrain ........ ... ool 8
Femur.......................... 28pine ........ ... ool 13
Humerus........................ 3'
Radinvs and ulna. . ............... 4
Seapuln.. ...... ... ... 1 SUICIDES.
Tibia ..... ... ... ...l 1
Wrist .. ... 2(8uicide . ......... ... 1
‘“ attempted ................ 6
BURNS Drowning ....................... 4
‘Shock from lightning......... ..., 1
Body..............ooioiiil 28|
Body and face................... 1
o ATIS ... ... 2 FROST BITE.
Foot.. ... .. . ... ... ... 1
Hands and feet............... ... ¢ Fingersandears................. 1
Legsand arms............. .. % . 1Handssndfeet................... 1
o P 4
SPRAINE. COMPLICATEL INJURIES.
Ankle... ... ... ... ... . o L. 28 Dog biteson arm. . ............... 2
Back......... ... ... .l 1
Knee........... ..o, 5
Neek. . ...t 1

Since the organization of this service in August, 1873, there
have been 16,014 calls for assistance answered by the ambulances,
divided by years as follows :

1873 . 159
1874, .. 601
1875, e e 821
1876, ... 911
1T e e 884
1878, e e 1,340
1879, e e 1,572
1880.. v 2,014
1BBL. .t 2,282
1882, 2,498
1883.............. e 2,932
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The surgeons, serving as they do without compensation, deserve
the hearty thanks of the people of the city, and T tauke great pleas-
ure in testifying to your Honor of their uniform promptuess in re-
sponding to calls, and the courtesy and kindness displayed by
them towards those who, through misfortune, have been eompelled
to seek their aid.

NIGHT MEDICAL SLERVICE.

In the year 1880, the Legislature of the State of New York
passed an act, Chap. 588 of the Session Laws, entitled, “An Act
to organize a night medical service in the City of New York, and
to provide medical assistance in cases of sudden sickness or acct-
dent during the night time.” :

It was wrged at the time this act wus introduced, that there
were many cases of sudden sickness occwring during the™ night,
and that it was often very difficult to obtain the services of a phy-
sician. This measure was designed to overcome this difficulty.

In the following year a similar act was passed, Chap. 221 of the
Laws of 1881, making the same pr0\ ision for the City of Brook-
Iyn. Ttis as follows:

AN ACT TO ORGANIZE THE NIGHT MEDICAL SER-
VICE.

CHarrer 221,

AN Acr to Organize a Night Medical Service in the City of Brook-
Iyn, and to provide medical assistance in cases of sudden sick-
ness or aweident during the night time.

Pussed May 7, 1881; -three-fifths being present.
The People of the Stute of New York, vepresented in Senate and

Assendly do enact as follows :

Section 1. On and after the passage of this aet, and upon re-
ceipt of a copy thercof, duly signed and certified, it shall be the
duty of the head of the Department of Police of the City of Brook-
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lyn to direct the captain of each police precinet in said city to reg-
ister in a book provided for that prrpose the names and addresses
of all physicians in good and regular standing within said precinet
who shall make application for such registry, and shall thereby
pledge themsclves to respond to any call for medical attendance
made as hereinafter described.  Each namne thus registered shall
be submitted to the Registrar of Vital Statistics of the Bouard of
Health of the city of Brooklyn, whose duty it shall be to ascertain
and report whether said physician is in good and regular standing,
and to transmit a certificate to such effect to the captain of said
precinet, and only upon reveipt of such certificate shall it be lawful
for the captain of the said precinet to employ such physicians as
Lereinafter named. The names and addresses of such physicians
as have been duly certificd by the Registrar of Vital Statistics,
shall be plainly and legibly written or printed upon a bulletin pro-
vided for that purpose, which bulletin shall be placed at a conven-
ient point near the captain’s desk and kept open to the inspection
of all persous within the preeincet desiring to see the same.

§$2. Upon the application of any person residing within the said
precinet, whose name and address, together with the name and ad-
dress of the said person desiring and needing such attendance, and
the date of the application, be duly registered in a book kept open
for that purpose, it shall be the duty of the eaptain, or other ofti-
cer at the desk, in the abscence of any expressed preference by the
applicant, to select from the list of physicians thus registered the
name of the physician residing nearest to the residence of the said
patient in whose hehalf application i1s made, and to notify him
without delay of the existence of such application.

§3. It shall be the duty of the captain, sergeant or other ofticer
at the desk in such police precinet, as before specified, upon regis-
try of any application as described in the preceding section, imme-
diately to detail an officer, whose duty it shall be to call upon such
physician without delay, and to conduct him to the residence of
the patient, also, to verify by personal inspection or inquiry the
name and address of such patient as registered by his superior
officer. Every officer thus detailed us messenger shall be furnished
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with a blank certificate upon which the name and address of the
physician responding to the call, the name and address of the pa-
tient attended, and the date and hour of the visit, shall be written
by him after he has conducted the physician to the patient’s resi-
dence and verified the genuineness of the application. Such cer-
tificate shall be signed by him and given to the physician, and
shall specify upon its face that the physician therein named is en-
titled to the sum of three dollars from the public funds, upon pre-
sentation thereof to the proper ofticer, and indorsement thereof in
writing with the name of the captain of the precinct. But it shall
be the duty of the physician making such visit to present such
certificate to the patient or his or her agent or attendant, and to
request payment of the sum specified; and in ease of such pay-
ment being made said physician shall swrender such certificate to
the person or persons making it, and it shall cease to be a claim
upon the public treasury. In default of the immediate payment
of the said fee specified in the said certificate by the patient or his
or her attendant, it shall be the duty of the captain of the police
precinet in which the visit was made to indorse it with his name;
and after having been indorsed by the head of the Department of
Health or his deputy, it shall be the duty of the Comptroller of
the said city to pay at sight the fee aforesaid, and to enter the
payment in a book provided for that purpose and take up the cer-
tificate. And all certiticates thus redecmed shall be valid debts to
the amount therein named against the patients thercin named or
their guardians, which the said Board of Health of said city may
order collected by due proeess of law; provided that no prosecu-
tion shall be instituted in cases where it is satisfactorily shown
that the patient is without sufficient means for the payment
thereof.

§ 4. It shall be the duty of every physician thus called to the
medical assistance of any person within the police precinet in which
he is registered, to transmit to the Registrar of the Board of Health
of the City of Brooklyn, within twenty-four hours after the call
shall have been answered, a full and accurate statistical exhibit of
the case, specifying therein the age and sex, and the employment,
profession or business of the patient, the nature of the disease, the
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hour of the attack when practicable, the date and the police pre-
cinet and ward in which the case occurred; the same shall be
signed with the full name and address of the physician rendering
it, but the name and address of the patient shall always be omitted ;
and it shall be the duty of the Board of Health of the City of
Brooklyn to provide all physicians thus registered for night medical
service with appropriate blanks for the said purposo upon their
application therefor.

§ 5. Any policeman who shall be detailed as messenger accord-
ing to the provisions hereinbefore specified shall, in the absence of
preference expressed in the application, call the physician nearest
and most convenient to the patient’s residence, or, in the absence
or refusal from any cause of the latter; the physician next nearest,
and so on,and there shall be no delay or waiting for such physician
to return; and any member of the force neglecting to comply with
this provision shall be subject to trial and fine or dismissal from
the servive, by the head of the Police Department of the City of
Brooklyn, in the same manner as for other offences cognizable by
the said body; and any physician thus registered who shall twice
refuse or negleet, without reasonable excuse, to answer a eall made
according to the provisions of this act shall be subject to have his
name erased from the list, upon proper evidence thereof submitted
to an executive offlcer who shall be appointed by the Registrar of
Vital Statistics of the Board of Health, and shall be under his im-
mediate supervision.

§ 6. The captains of the several precinets if, in their judgment,
it shall be necessary to the public convenience, may cause the
bulletins of physicians herein specified to be posted in any public
place or store within their respective precinets, as they shall deem
advisable, under the directions of the head of the Police Depart-
nient; but any applicant desiring the service of any imessenger
other than a member of the police force detailed for the purpose,
shalt employ sucli messenger at his own expense, and shall be
liable for any expenses incnrred in communicating with the police
precinct.

§ 7. The time during which the physicians registered under this
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act shall be held to be subject to call shall be between the hours
of ten in the evening and seven in the morning, from October first,
to March thirty-first, inclusive, and between the hours of eleven in
the evening and six in the morning from April first to September
thirtieth, inclusive.

§ 8. The members of the Board of Estimate of the City of
Brooklyn are hereby authorized and dirceted to apportion and in-
sert in their estimate of the expenses of said city, in each year, an
amount necessary for the support of the aforesaid night medical
service, when its organization shall have been established by the
Board of Health of said eity; but in no case shall the sum so ap-
portioned exceed three thousaud dollars for any one year; and
the amount so apportioned shall be inserted in the tax levy of said
city. .

§ 9. This act shall take effect immediately.

It will be seen by a perusal of Sec. 8 that it is mandatory upon
the Board of Estimate to ““apportion and insert in their estimate
of the expense of said city in each year an amount necessary for
the support of the aforesaid night medical service.” The Board of
Estimate of 1881 had adjourned sine die before the act was signed
by the Governor, consequently no provision was made for the sup-
port of the service for the year 1882. 1In 1882, however, $1,000
was appropriated for its maintenance during the year 1883. On
the first of January, 1883, the service was organized and eighty-six
physicians have registered their names for duty.

During the year 1883 there have been ninety-four calls, for which
the city has paid at the rate of $3 per call; in addition to this
amount $95 have been expended for the necessary forms and books
of record. I am satisfied that in one instance, at least, 8 human
life has been saved by a physician of the service, and that in many
cases pain and suffering have been alleviated.

For the year 1884, $600 have been appropriated, a sum which
will undoubtedly be sufticiently large to meet all demands.

THE PLUMBING LAW.
This law, which practically went into effeet May 10th, 1882, has
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been enforced since that date, and has undoubtedly contributed a
large share to the improvement noticeable in the public health.

During the past twelve months, 2,422 newshouses have been
plumbed in conformity with this law, which requires the work to
be done under the supervision of this department, making in all
3,650 buildings in the city, which have the benefit of improved
sanitary plumbing and are occupied probably by not less than
20,000 persons.

INSPECTION OF FOOD.

This work has been continued with the zeal and vigor which its
importance demands, and has resulted in giving to the citizens of
Brooklyn a supply of meat and milk second to no city in the State.
The respectable butchers and milk dealers have met our efforts
with their co-operation and sympathy, while those who designedly
prey upon the public have been muleted in fines to the amount of
$2,093. The detailed report of the work done by this branch of
the service shows that, during the period covered by it, there were
29,223 lbs. of meat condemned as unfit for food and sent to the
offal dock; 30,254 quarts of milk have been tested, and of this
amount 3,451 quarts were found watered and 420 quarts skimmed.

COWS AND COW STABLES.,

As the inhabited part of a city in its growth gradually encroaches
upon that portion which has the primitive character of the farm, so
in the natural course of events must those things which are rural
give way to the onward march of development.

The borders of Brooklyn have for many years been cultivated as
gardens for supplying the two cities with vegetables, and otherwise
unimproved property has been devoted to the grazing and stabling
of cows for supplying milk to the same market. Now, however,
much of this property is being improved by the erection of dwel-
lings, and the longer existence of cow stables, with the accompany-
ing nuisances, acts in a prejudicial manner to the future prosperity
of the city. I hope the time will soon come when these structures

28
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will no longer be found within the city limits, both for the sake of
the city itself, and for the health of the animals therein confined.

It will be seen by the following rules that everything is done
which is possible for the regulation of stables now existing, and
that no new ones will be permitted in the future:

RULES FOR COW BTABLES.

1. All stables, sheds or buildings in which cows are kept for the
production of milk, shall be provided with a separate stall, not less
than three feet in width, for each cow, and ventilators of such size
and so loented as to give through and through ventilation to the
said stables or buildings.

2. When the said stables or buildings are located on a  street
where a public sewer exists, they shall be connected with the
sewer. If there is no sewer in the street, they shall be connected
with water-tight cesspools of proper size and construction, which
shall at all times be kept in a cleanly and inoffensive condition.
The flooring of the said stables shall be water-tight, and so laid
that all liquids may run into the sewer connection or cesspool.

3. Distillery waste, commonly known as ** distillery swill,”
shall not be used as food for cows; nor shall brewery grains in a
condition of fermentation be used as food for cows ; nor shall such
brewery grains, whether in a condition of fermentation or other-
wise, be the sole food of any cow whose milk is used for human
food.

4. All cows that are being milked shall, in mild and pleasant
weather, have at least four howrs’ exercise in the open air.

5. No permits will be granted for the establishment of new
cow stables within the city limits, and all permits now in foree
will be revoked and annulled if the Rules and Regulations or the
Ordinances of the City are violated Ly those to whom such permits
have been granted.

PUMP WELLS.

The examination of pump water which was commenced in 1882
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has been continued during the year 1883, and at the present time
we have the result of the analysis of the water from every pump in
the city. It will be seen by reference to the the table hereto ap-
pended that when this work was begun there was 296 pumps; of
these 230 have been condemned as furnishing water which was
unfit for human consumption, and 17 were found to be so unob-
jectionable as not to warrant condemnation. The Common Coun-
cil have given the necegsary authority to close 172 and these have
all been filled and are therefore no longer in existence. There
still remains in the city 124, of which number 106 have been con-
demned, and 18 that have not been condemned.

The following wards have no pumps remaining, viz.: 1, 2, 6, 9,
10, 12 and 22. '

The following wards have no condemned pumps remaining, viz. :
4th and 20th.

The following wards have condemned pumps remaining to the
extent indicated, viz.:

Third . ... it i e i e e e e e nns 1
Fifth. ... ... i e 11
Seventh............ .. ... .. (i i, 25
Eighth..... ... ... 2
Eleventh........ ... .. ... . i i 6
Thirteenth......... ... .. ... i, 2
Fourteenth............ ... ..., 1
Fifteenth..... ... ... ... o i, 1
Sixteenth. ... ... ..o i 20
Seventeenth............... ... v it 1
Eighteenth. ... ... ... ... . ... ... ... ... 14
Nineteenth........... ... .. oot 1
Twenty-first.......... ... .. . i 5
Twenty-third........ .......cooiiiii. ... . 4
Twenty-fourth.... ............ N, 3

Twenty-fifth............................ R 9
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Table of Pump Wells ; the Number Examined, Eltc.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

Since the report of this department, made to your Honor one
year ago, measures have been taken which will give the city the
much-needed continuation of the Third avenue sewer to tide
water.

It is hoped that the objections made to the bill for the exten-
sion of the Knickerbocker avenue sewer will be met, so that the
legislature of 1884 will pass an act, the result of which will be to
carry to the river the filth which is now deposited on flat and
marshy ground.

A subject which is being constantly forced upon the attention of
this department is the lack of sewerage in the out-lying wards,
which are rapidly being built up. There are at present but two
methods open to builders; one is to drain into the street gutter,
the other into cesspools. The drainage into the gutter causes
pools of offensive and stagnant water, which soon becomes such
nuisances as todemand the interference of this department. If the
waste pipes are connected with cesspools, these are soon filled, as
the Sanitary Code requires all cesspools to be water tight, and a
large expense must be incurred in their periodical and frequent
emptying. An additional nuisance is also created by the construe-
tion of yard privy-vaults, which are required in all cases where
sewers do not exist in the street; nothing but the construction of
sewers will remedy these evils, which if uncorrected will seriously
imperil the public health.

Another matter of suflicient importance to require the attention
of the municipal authorities is the location of slaughter houses in
sections of the city which are either densely populated or are rap-
idly becoming so. The necessity for the discontinuance of some
of the present slaughtering places has been long felt by this de-
partment, and in past years many fruitless efforts have been made
to accomplish their removal to the water front. The nuisances
incidental to their very existence, such as the driving of animals
through the streets, endangering human life and defiling the road-
way and oftentimes the sidewalk, together with their bellowing
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and bleating, when they have reached the place of destination and
are herded preparatory to slaughter, render it essential for the
welfare and comfort of the community, that the present methods
should be discontinued at the earliest practicable date. Some
faint idea of the evils possible under the present arrangement may
be obtained by remembering that the number of animals slaught-
ered in the city during the twelve months was 187,385, most of
which had been driven through the streets of the city. It is with
this object in view, that a public market with an abattoir attached,
meets with the hearty endorsement of this department.

Respectfully submitted,
J. HyRAYMOND, M.D,

Commissioner of Health.

29
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REPORT

OF THE

Department of Buildings.

DeparTyENT OF BrILDINGS, ]
Oftice of Commissioner,
Room No. 5 (Basement), City Hall,
Brooxnyy, })eceml)er 1, 1883,

Hon. Setr Low, Mayor :
DEar Sir:

In response to your communication of the 20th ult., I herewith
submit a report of the business transacted in this Department
from December 1, 1882, to dute.

The following table shows the increase in number and cost of
new buildings of the past twelve months over that of the twelve
months previous:

—_ —— . o= P [ [ R - I

Period Number of  Estimated
eriod. Buildings. Cost.
-
From December 1, 1882, to December 1, 1883 ... 2,692 12,003,452
From December 1, 1881, to December 1, 1882, . ... 2,376 10,356,263
Increase overlast year. ... ...l 316 ¢ $1,707,189
!
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Estimted Cost of the Buildings.

1832 December. ..
1893, January ... ..o
O FeDIUALY . e e e
R 3 71 ) U PPN
CAprlL L
B .
I, ottt e e e e e
Ul L e e e
 APUSE . L e e e e
O Septermiber. Lo
F T O T {51 2 o O
“ONovember. L e
otal e s &1

Character of the Buildings.

Private dwellings. ... o

Dwellings containing from two to four familes
Stores and dwellings ..., ... ..

Tenement houses............
Storage sheds

Carpenter and workshops. ... ..o oo i
Btabdes, L e e
Factories. .. ....... ... ... ... ..
Foundriea. ... e
Office buildings . ... ..
Store-houses. ... PP
Churches ......... ... ... ... ........ i
Asyloms e
Mills. L
Sehool-houses . e e
Enygine rooms
SHOTes . .
Buildings for the manufacture of gas. .
Pump-room .. ..o oo
Bailer-houses. ... e

Lodging-house
Homes. .. .. P
Railroad depots
Green-houses
Halls

571,841
446,590
675,481

1,032,852

1,025,662

1,507,870

1,427,430

1,243,520

1,084,375

1,238,841

1,087,250
751,740

2, 093,452

. 1,258
. 499
. 240
. 252
. 62
. 102
. 130

- —
'—‘W@MN'—‘N‘-‘M&O&!&*’#W:&gWQ"g
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Rope-walk. ... ... ... . i e 1
Coal-pocket . .. ... . e e, 1
Band. ... e e e 1
Chapels ... ..o e e e 2
BOSPIAL . . .. oot 1
ATIOTY . .o i 1
Bmoke-house. ... ... et 1
Institute. . ...t e e 1
Drying-rooms.. ... ... 8
Brewery ..o e e e 1
New Buildings by Wards.
WARDS. ; Iron. | Brick. l Frauz. i ToTaL.
: | | |
First ... ... e 20 5 25
Second ......... ... ... ..ol i 1 13 23 18
Third.. ... ... ‘ ........ T ST .12
Fourth .......... ... ... .. .. ol 14 |........ ! 14
Fifth.. ..ot oo [eeneannn 3 i 3
Sixth....... ... e 31 ..o 31
Seventh.......... ... ... e 4 26 100
Bighth. ..o 18 137 155
Ninth. .. ..o 4 . 81 65
Tenth ....... ... . e 49 | 9 58
Eleventh.......... ... ... ... i il 14 ... 14
Twelfth. . ... ... it 22 32 4
Thirteenth . .. ......... i bt 17 .. 17
Fourteenth .. .............. ... ool 22 . 26 48
Fifteenth ............. ... .. .o il 8 45 . 53
Sixteenth ... ... ... ... oiiiiiiiieis ot 19 25 | 44
Seventeenth.............. ... ..o oo el 21 103 | 124
Eighteenth............ .. ... oo, 22 304 . 416
Nineteenth. ...........ccovviiiiiiinmnnn .. | 76 ! 59 : 135
Twentieth............. ... ..o . i it 20 ... i 20
Twenty-Brst .. ... oo 127 ‘ 206 ' 333
Twenty-second ........................ . cceee, 216 | 288
Twenty-third . .. ... ... ..o ot I T 273
Twenty-fourth.............. ... ... .. .. . 18 38 l 56
Twenty-fifth .. ... . .. ... .. ... ... .. .0 L. 129 219 ; 348
Total. ...t 1 | 1,272 | 1,419 1 2,602 :
i
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Table showing the number of stories in height of the duwelling

houses.
o < B £
Lol E| g 8
{ = ‘g | -
How CLASSIFIED. j = & g
i ¢l g g @ z
£ x BN é - ¢ g
S < E E|lg ¢ & ®
[ o 2l s 8 g E 3
g Zlgl® 213 ¢ § ¢
ARSE-EETE RIS
= Z B a ) .= z z 2 z
O = IS IR S T <3 [T TR A
——— —— —__1__ - =, —_—— - —— __!__ —_ -
‘ | ; J ! |
Dwellings ....................... 45 457 707 181 273 | 11 21, .. .. ..
Stores and dwellings. . ............ 7T 18 ....133 0088
Tenewent houses. . . ....... ......|.... L 189 38i o1
Flats.. ... 1. 0‘ 2150 ... 1
Storesand flats. ... .. ... ... ool oo, ‘ 16 { 27 L
i ] i i

Of the above number of buildings 631 are to have brown stone fronts.
Application has been made and permission granted, for the use of 208 party-

walls.
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The following table shows ths character of the buildings in the
wards i which the largest number of buildings are to be erected.

! -
L ' R 2 =5 .
- f ’ -3 2 = ) =
, 12| €5 § 38
Cramacorzs. s 818§ 2 2 213
' = | a ; = < = g 1= =
AR RN NN NN A
A ‘ | E 2l & e R E
. . i !
i ' : : i . I {
Private dwellings . .... 43 7 l 104 b5 175 ‘ 197 215 266
Dwellings 2 to 4 families| 52 38 5130 25 40 . 51 + 16 36
Stores And dwellings. ..} 15 . 19 | 48 6 3B 001 33 | 14
Tenement houses. . . . .. 25 0 2W L 6S 21 45 4 4 9
Stables............... 4 6 1 A 9 16 3 0 4 ]t
Workshops..... ..... i - | 21 11 3 7 1 8
Storage sheds. . ... .... 5:b 17T 11 6 ... 5
School-houses ... |...... T R T s, S SR T
Oftice buildings....... 1 4 1 ..., D S P [ F
Pump room .......... ; I
Boiler house. ... ..... ‘ i
Factories.... .... ....
Foundres............
Railroad depot
Greenhouse.. ........
Hotel................
Coal pocket.. ........
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Table showing the wards in which the largest number of buildings
are to be erecled.

CHARACTER.

Seventeenth.
Eighteenth.
Nineteenth.
Twenty-first.
Twenty-second.

.................
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Table showing the wwmber o buildings for which permits were
granfed for their evection during the yeorrs 1880, 1881, 1882, aul
Joreleven (11) months of 1883 : also, sce table followeing, which will
qive the estimated cost of these huildings.

MonTHS. CIBNO. INST L 1RR2. 1NN,
JANNAYY. L. 70 23 T 4R
February . .. ... ... .. c. a9 T2 122 140
March . ... 116 231 106 239
April ... 178 261 257 213
May. . 165 210 208 265
June. . e : 141 213 206 R4
July . 166 174 232 256
AUgust. . 152 179 18R 276
September ... ... ... e e 166 202 278 245
Qctober. .. ... . 94 165 280 279
November............ ... .. ... ... ... . ..., 117 137 156 190
December. .. .. ... .. . ... ... .. .. ... ... 72 138 | A
Total .. .. e S 1,705 2,005 2,315 2,555

Table giving Cost.

N —_ e - - T T E— T b Sy
YreArd. ' ‘ EsTimarep CosT.
! —
TR0, L e ’ £6,798,919 00
] ] 9,686,567 00
L A S N 10,386,769 00
1883, up to December 1 ... ... ... ... ... ' 11,521,611 00

Number of permits granted to move buildings, 94.

30
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The number of permils granted for the alteration of buildings aid
the estimated cost of the same, s as follows:

MoxTHS.

BriLvinas

ESTIMATED COST.
ALTERED.

1RR2, December. . ... oo 22 13,200 (0
1883, danuary ..o 38 27,075 00
o February .. ... o oLl 3N 33,315 00
o March. ..o o o 7 02,595 00
¢ Aprilo o, Lo 104 RBR M5 (0
“ May .o 02 94,707 00
o JUBE Lt e ! 73,883 0
¢ dJulyv. ... s 84,373 00
¢ AUust .o e s 69 5K, 150 (0
¢ September. .. ... .. oo oL v 58,310 00
¢ October ..o i 92 80,640 00
““ November ...........ciieiiininnn.. 30 24,050 00
Total ... ...t 88 ' &740,445 00
]
Nature of the alterations:
Brick additions. .............. ... 164 Foundation walls built ............ 35
Frame additions, ................ 164 Bay windows built. ... ... ... ... 3
Front alterations. . ............... 73 Window openings. ................ 8
Roofsaltered.................... 89 TIronextension.... . ............... 1
Raised................... 67 Dooropenings.................... 1
Repaired....... .. ... ... .. 44 Ovwensbuilt................ ... ... 2
Altered internnlly .. .. ... ... ..., 45 Chimneybuilt............ ... ... 1
Add one or morestories .......... 91
Number of buildings altered in each ward :
First Ward............... ........ 35 Fourteenth Ward. ... ............. 29
Second Ward............. ........ 18 Fifteenth Ward. ... . .. ... .. .. 31
Third Ward............ .......... 24 Sixteenth Ward. ..., 47
Fourth Ward. ....... ... ... ... ... 22 Seventeenth Ward. ... ...... ... 47
Fifth Ward. . o.oo oo L 17 Eighteentl Ward . ...... ... ... 63
Sixth Ward. .. ... o L, 22 Nineteenth Ward ......ooiieeania, 29
Seventh Ward.. ..o oo L. 46 Twenticth Ward, ... ooooieeiian 24
Eighth Ward. ... ... ... ... ..... 46 Twenty-first Ward ..oooveenean.e a3
aonth Ward, oo ool 17 Twenty-second Ward .......couvnt 37
st Ward, oo 32 Twenty-third Ward.......coooin 16
Laventh Ward L.ooooooo ool 19 Twenty-fourth Ward. ... ... 10
Twelfth Ward.................... 26 Twenty-fifth Ward..eoveoeeeeanne. 49
ThirteenthWard.................. 30
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Number of violations reported, 647.

Nature of the violations:

Buidings not provided with fire escapes......... ... ...l ... 284
Erecting buildings without a permit. ....... . ... ... ... . .. i 8
Frame sbeds, &c., erected in the fire limits. .......... ... ... ... .. .. ... 25
Upper walls not the thicknessrequired .. ,............... ... ... .. ... ... 9
Chimneys not carried a proper height............. .. ... ... ... . ... 4
Defective flues. ... ..o ive i e 6
No trimmer arches turned at fire-places. ... ... ...l 3
Chinmeys built in an unsafe manner................oo i 2
Means of egress not sufficient. .. ... ... ... oo 98
Using inferiormaterial . . ... ..o e 105
Erecting buildings in an unsafemanner.... ... .. ... oo 2
Woodwork not a proper distance from flues............. ... ... L 3
NOBCeESS 20 TOOF . . ..ttt i e e e e e 8
No base course under foundation walls. ........... ... oo o iaiao L 5
Foundation walls not the thickness required. .................. ... .. ... .. 3
Unsafe bulldings. . ..... ... e 50
“ochimmeys. ... 21
RIS, L e 1
S eXEENSIONS . L L L et 3
LR 0o 5 I 2
“oareswall. oLl 1
0 fiTe @SCAPEeS. ... 3
BOIDACE. (s 1

Number of notices, issued, 528.

Number of violations removed, 210.

Numbsr of violations given to counsel, 91.

Nuwber of unsafe buildings taken down; 9.

Number of unsafe buildings repaired and made safe, 35.

Number of buildings which have been provided with fire es-
capes, 278.

742 buildings have been altered during the present year, and the
estimated cost of said alterations is $659,972.

The number of alterations now in progress is 68,

The number of new buildings in course of erection, 531.
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The following table shows the number of new buildings com-
pleted by wards, from January 1, 1883, to date :

Wards. Iren. i Brick. ; Frame. = Total. Estimated cost.
First. ... « 24 4 28 462,500
Necond. ... oo S| 16 3 20 206,350
Third. ... ..o L5 S O . 11 R, 100
Fourth. ... ... o oo 9 Y 64,300
Fifth. ... 4 4 24,000
Sixth oo | B S 14 2,800
Seventh ..o oo oL l ...... (B¢ 24 w3 604,330
Fighth ..o oo oL Foees 21w 155 435.84D
Ninth ... e 26 | 27, 53 210,793
Tentho ..o oo 63 10 D 444,200
Fleventh oo oo oo | 17 147,200
Twelfth. oo 20 20 40 169, 420
Thirteenth. ... .ol 0. [P AWooo 26 28,000
Fourteenth ............ ... [ | 2 22 16 122,443
Fifteenth ... oo oo L o] 44 37
Sixteenth. ..o o L e 149 20 iy
Seventeenth oo o ool 21 112 . 133 233,088
Fidhteenth ... oo oL I {0 3 0 43 1L 167,175
Nmeteentho oo oo o oL b3 a3 106 432,363
Twentieth ... .. 000 . e 2y 25 255,100
Twenty-fisst .o RE 17+ 261 982,770
Twenty-seeond. ... | P 216 3, 251 1,541.546
Twenty-tbhird ..o 0oL 00 oL 11 303 1,956,200
Twenty-fourth. ... ... .. Lo 28 37 63 203,650
Twenty-ifth . ..................... 131 180 3n 848,225
Total.................. 2 129 1,274 2,555 *11,960,327

During the year 1882 the number of buildings completed was
1,034, and the estimated cost was $8,590,506.
Respectfully submitted,
W. H. GAYLOR,

Commissioner.
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OF THE

Department of Education.
\

Boarp oF Eptcariox, l
BrookLyy, December 10, 1883, §

Hon. SerH Low, Mayor :
Sin :

In accordance with your request I present herewith a summary of
the business transacted by this Board dwing the year ending with
this date, with such coments, comparisons and suggestions as
oceur to me in relation to the condition and needs of the Publie

Schools of Brooklyn.
AS TO THE FINANCES OF THE BOARD.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Balance on hand Decewber Ist, 1882, ........ ... $231,047 46
Amount received from the City, January 24, 1883.. 977,925 10
“ s «“ o« State, July 18, 1883. ... 288,196 17
. . “ « gale of books, &e.. .. ... . 60,797 87
“ « « o« g]l other sources....... 14,826 03

81,572,792 63
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The amount expended:

Of General Fund account. .. .......81,126,178 57
« Special Fund “o 287,052 13
“ Revenue account............. : 10,318 00

Balance on hand Dec. 1, 1883. 149,243 93

$1,572,792 63

The following table will exhibit the receipts and expenditures

more in detail :
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I feel confident that our present system of accounting is clear
and easily comprehended, and that the general management of the
monetary affairs of the Board 1s careful and satisfactory. My per-
sonal knowledge and conviction on this point are happily forti-
fied by the result of the examination made in April last by the
very efticient accountant appointed by your Honor, Mr. B. H. Hunt-
ington.

The Board having confidence in its present system and man-
agement of finances, i3 pleased to have them fully investigated at
any tine, and in order that confidence may not beget carclessness
the Board has incorporated into its revised By-Liaws the following
section :

SectioN 12. The Board shall, in the month of January in each
year, request the Mayor, or in case of his neglect or refusal, the
President of the Board, to appoint a competent expert, in no way
connected with the Board, whose duty it shall be to examine all
the books, vouchers, ete., connected with the finances of the Board
of the preceding year, and report in writing the result of the same
on or before the regular March meeting in each and every year.

I believe that I am justificd in saying that the moneys appropri-
ated for Public Schools were not only carefully guarded but eco-
nomically expended, and that theresults produced in Brooklyn for
the money expended will challenge comparison with those of any
other large city on the Continent.

The educational force of a dollar is greater in Brooklyn than in
any other large city.

I do not speak of this altogether boastingly, for I believe
economy here is carried often far beyond the point of wisdom, and
to the great sacrifice of the health and energy of teacher and pupils.
Of this T will say more under another head.

Some comparisons of expenditures may help to a correct under-
standing of our position, and for that purpose the following table
has been prepared from the report of 1882:
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New York. Boston. Brooklyn.

Average attendance*....... ...... 121,781 48,557 34,894
Number of Teachiers employed®. . .. 3,114 1,248 1,208
Total Expenditures. .. ......... ... F305R.304 33 &1.710,105 93 %1, 148 387 27
For Teachers” salaries® ... ... ..., 2,342,812 01 1,109,635 83 TIR.654 83
For Janitors salaries®. ......... ... 97,219 49 79,791 50 38,335 00
For Officers -including Truant Of-

ficers. ... ... REG49 03 53,4943 38 36.255 28
ForFuel and Gas. ........... . 109,754 40 H7.083 17 235,734 7R
For delivering Books and Supplies. 12,000 00 1,000 00
For cost of Books and Supplies, .. .- 135,642 51° 0%,362 68 70,296 34

* Does not include Evening Schools.
NEW BUILDINGS.

The following table will show the School Buildings erected dur-
ing the year; the appropriations made for the same; the dates of
contracts awarded; the date when completed and oceupied; the
detailed cost, the number of Class Rooms and the sitting capacity
of each building :
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The buildings here represented, with the exception of No. T,
have been erected in pursuance of a policy urged by your Honor
in a special message to this Board under date of January 10th,
1882, and in the following language :

* * % * «Tt does seem to me, however, to indicate the
way in which new development would most wisely take place: A
large grammar school for a neighborhood dotted around at easy
distances with small schools for primary children.”

All the buildings erected have been for the accommmodation of
primary pupils.

I believe the principle as expressed in your message to be an
excellent one, and I wish that it conld be ecarried out to its full
extent ; but you will observe that it is an exceedingly costly prin-
ciple, and since only a portion of the money necessary can be pro-
vided for new bnildings, it seems most wise to use that portion for
the accommodation of the greatest number. This, it is elear, has
not been done. Not a building erected this year, except No. 7, is
large enough for the accommodation of the primary pupils of its
immediate district, but on the contrary, eacl new building as soon
as opened has been filled to overflowing, and many children are
still unable to gain admittance, notwithstanding the fact that in
many classes single desks are made to do duty for two, and double
desks for three pupils.

The demand for admission has been so pressing that from the
opening day the plans of the class rooms and many proper sanitary
provisions lhave been ignored, each class room being made to do a
duty never contemplated in the construction of the building. The
buildings in nearly every case should have been one-half larger, cost-
ing proportionately less, and reaching neaver to the demands of the
primary pupils of the neighborhood. The comparative cost of
large or small buildings will be traced in the following figures
showing the per capita cost of our new buildings:
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e —— = - —_—— I S, -

== oIt T - T - = - PR o l}i LI TR LT T T :T_‘PT C :;
ScHooL. " Rooms. | Sittings. | Cost. ‘ 8%0;?1

A _
NO Tt 24 © 1,167 $51.885 20! &44 46
“ 13, Branch.................. 14 676 50,417 83 74 58
Y R 14 676 38,236 19 56 59
I 14 676 38,969 18 57 65
CO40, e 16 TRG 39.720 03 30 54
“ 1, Colored...........ooiin.. 10 404 28,028 32 71 60

No. 7 being the largest, has a per capita cost of 18 per cent. less
than any of the others, and more than 40 per cent. less than
the smallest building, viz.: Colored No. 1, while the new Pri-
nary of No. 13 has a per capita cost nearly equal to the most
costly school building in Brooklyn. The conclusion is unavoid-
able; we can make the money appropriated for new buildings do
a much greater service by the crection of larger buildings, when
the neighborhood requires it.

The school building reaching the highest cost in Brooklyn, was

Public School No. 9, erected in 18678, ut & thne when land, ma-
terial and labor were most expensive.

This building cost §110,882.40. It lLas a scating capacity for
1 428 pupils, Grammar and Primary, making the per capita cost
$77.65.  The most recently erected school buildings in Boston are
the following :

Year. School. Rooms. Cost. Grade.
, .
—_— . el el
1874,  Andrew School................. 16 108,478 Grammar.
- Dorchester— Everett ........... 10 42,863 -
Prince...................... . 12 HER LN b
1877.  Charles Sumner. .. .. N 10 50,552 o
Weston Street........o........ 8 39.912 Primary.
High and Latin School. ;... . ... TO0, 800
18780 Allstonm . ... 10 S0, 186 Grammar.
1880, Cyrus Alger. .................. 8 50,000 Primary.
“ George Putname. ... ... L. 7 50,000 Grammar.
1882, Howard Avenue. ... ....... o [} 41,000 Primary.

Kenilworth, . ... ... ... .. .. .. 12 78,500 Grammar.

¥
'



239 Rerorr or tHr
The following will show the new school buildings recently
erected 11 New York, with cost, loeation, ete.:

Gramuar . . .. . Averaye
Sehools, ' Location. Height.  Wings.  Cost. (50 0 hee.
- ! e e il .
No. 71, 7th Street, near Ave. B.. 4 Stories, 4 92,000 L.-04
T2 Lexington Aveuue, 105th
| and 106th Streets. .. .. 4 2 125.000 1.001

78, . . I6th St near Third Ave. 4 “ 4 86,000 1,339

“ T 63rd St near Third Ave. 4 o 4 1128000 2,201
“Td. Norfolk St., near Hester, 4 ot 4 7 100,000 1,208

The total cost of all Public School buildings in Boston is given
at 36,588,400.  The entire cost of the School Buildings in Brook-
Ivn has been less than $3,000,000.

In Brooklyn and Boston all recent School Buildings have been
two story buildings, while in New York each new building is four
stories high.

Boston and New York build for Grammar and High Schools
almost exclusively, while Brooklyn builds now for Primary pupils
only.

T am pleased to be able to say that the work of erecting our
new buildings has been well done, and has been carried  forward
with greater expedition than has ever before been known in the
experience of this Beard.

Five buildings have been planned, erceted, finished and fully
oceupied within eight months thue; and in the year just ending
three additional school-houses liave been opened for pupils.

The Board feels bound to make use of the money appropriated
for buildings just as soon as it comes into the Treasury.  The city
«an afford no more delays in erecting school-liouses. It is not the
fanit of the present Board that even more school-houses have not
been batilt in the last eight months, for all the mouey the Boand
Lias had for that purpose has been used with speed.
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GENERAL ACCOMMODATIONS.

Notwithstanding the number of new buildings erected and oceu-
pied during the year, I am unable to report any relief from the
general erowded condition that existed at the time of my last re-
port.  The children come faster than we can make room for them,
and in some localities for nearly every seat provided there are two
applicants. As evidence of the demand made upon our new schools
at their opening by primary pupils, T cite the following :

“ The new primary building to relieve No. 24 was opened on
the 4th instant, this being the last of the new buildings. The
crowd of children with their parents seeking admission was so
great, and the excitement so intense, that for two days two police-
men were required to preserve order at the doors. In a building
seating 676 pupils 899 were registered.  The average age of these
was 8 years.” '

Ouly the 5th and 6th primary grades are admitted to this build-
g, It is not pleasant for me to state that many of these children,
nizie and ten years old, have never before had a day’s schooling,
because there was no Public School into which they could guin
admittance. From the first day the class rooins have been devoted
to half-day classes.

The registry of attendance in October of this ycar nunbered
67,314 pupils. Owr regular seating capacity is but 64,200,0r 3,114
less than the actual attendance.

We have T6 classes numbering over 90 pupils each, and of this
unmber 16 classes have over 140 each, the largest class having 218
pupils. A large proportion of these crowded clusses are, from
necessity, divided into halt-day sessions.

This is our condition after redistricting the eity and reorganiz-
g several schools, thereby decreasing the number of grammar
classes and increasing the number of primary classes by eighteen ;
and after building eight new school buildings.  We have been
coumpelled to crowd and pack our school rooms without due regard
to the convenience, comfort and  health of the pupils, and to the
proper facilitics and conditions for imparting instruction,

t
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Thls in my ]udgment is stretchmg economy fa.r be‘ond its
proper limits. In the matter of public education, even for primary
pupils, I am forced to confess that Brooklyn has been par-
simonious.

We have exhausted every means at our disposal to utilize space
save one. It is now the purpose of the Committee on Studies to
so revise the course of study that all grammar class rooms will

be full

When this has been done we shall have no resourceleft by which
to gain space but to build new buildings. But perhaps one other
resowrce may be left to us.

If the a,pproprmtlon for school-houses should not be increased
to a large extent in the future to meet the rapidly growing de-
mands of the public, as a dernier resurt it might be advisable to
provide only half-day sessions for each class. As a matter of fact
during the past year from 25 to 30 class rooms have been used for
half-day classes only.

The Chairman of the Heating and Ventilating Committee, Mr.
Huvden W. Wheeler, has given much time and study to the special
sitbject committed to his Committee, and from a great volume of
information which he has procured, I here submit tables showing
the comparative amount of floor space and air space allowed toeach
pupil in the public schools of different cities.
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1
Square feet of '
LocaTrox. Floor space.
’ (14

Boston, Mass. ... .............. ........ 116
Lowell........ ... ... ... it 18
Cambridge............. ... ...l 18
Worcester......... ... i, i 20
Bridgeport, Ct.................. ... ...... I 20
Providence, R. I......................... ’ 25
New York City.............. ... 5 6 Tand 9
Troy, N. Y. ... | 15

. i (14
Elmira, N. Y. ... ... oo il i us

(

Syracuse, N. Y............. ... ... ... < 1%
Oswego, N. Y. ........oooii i, 13
Rochester, N. Y. ..................eiu... 16 to 18
Newark, N. J.... .o, ; 8
Erie, Pa. . ... . ...t 18 to 20
Toledo, O........cccviiiiiiiiianan, 16 to 18
Ann Arbor, Mich ...........ccinvvennnn. , 18 to 15
Chicago, Il .. .. ... ..o, ! 14
Indianopolis, Ind.............. ... ..., | 20
Kansas City, Mo......................... [ 10 to 15
Washington, D. C .. ........ ........ ... 18
Baltimore, Md.............coeiiiiL 12
Philadelphia, Pa.............oools
Switzerland........ .. e e 134 to 17
Paris, France. ... ..............c.. ... ... : 11
London, England......................... 10
Glasgow, Scotland . ...................... . 8to 10
Germany . ............... ... e, . 63
Brooklyn, N. Y., (average................. 5.57

Cubie feet
of Air Space.

150
250
147
200 to 300
115
156 to 240
200 to 250
70 to 200
225
250
150 to 250
260
175
166 to 272
(Aver. 143
160 to 190
108 to 155
150

f 170

70

|
' 88.7

The present condition of our schools may be best understood by
a study of the following carefully prepared tables made September,
1883, from actusl mesasurement, and by count of seats then in

position in the school rooms.
cluded.)

(The Central School is not in-
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Cubic Feet of Air
Space per Pupil.

Square Feet of Floor

Space per Papil. Na. of Rooms,

No. of Rooms.

1 With 2* . 7 With 24 to 30

7 3 17 ‘o 31 34
177 * g 64 s 40 49
289 “oh 106 o 30 hit]
228 o8 148 ¢ 60 (&Y
126 T 145 s 70 Y
104 “OR 22 ¢ 8]0 Ry
88 “9 94 . a0 ]
63 “O10 61 R 11 1] 109
63 ¢11 ) 83 110 119
16 “12 f 3 ' R0 1Y
8 <13 : 70 . 130 139
7 o4 31 b 140 149
2 <15 , 34 “ 130 139
2 “16 23 160 164
2 1T 15 170 179

1 o1y : 9 IR0 199

f 10 ' 2N & above.

* In the same building.

To fairly appreciate the showing made in the above table, it
must be borne in mind that the proper allowance to each pupil
should be not less than from 15 to 18 square feet of floor space,
and 250 to 300 cubice feet of air space.

I clip the following comments from Mr. Wheeler's veport :

“WWe have schoolrooms in Brooklyn with less than 25 cubie feet
of air space per pupil, and practically no ventilation except by
windows and doors, a source which is of little use in ecold weather.

“ How long would any member of this Board continue in health
if compelled to work five howrs daily on an allowance of less than
a cnbie yard of air to breathe, with 50 to 100 other occupants in
the same room on the sane allowanee?

“Tt is little less than a crime to permit it, and so far as my
efforts or vote can go, either as a eitizen or member of this Board,
the city of Brooklyn shall be the eriminal if the means to improve
the sanitary condition of our schools is withheld.  If life and health
are blessings, I helieve there are thousands of childven in the Pub-
e Schools to-day who wonld be blessed by being turned into the
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streets (bad as is the remedy) rather than by being erowded to-
gether in poorly ventilated class rooms for five hours a day.

“Again and again are complaints made of headaches, lassitude,
nervousness and all the ills attendant on bad air by patrons and
teachers, and also by members of this Board concerning their own

children.

“Corporate or manufacturing enterprises could not for any . .

length of time endure the enhanced cost of their products that a
like overcrowding and consequent ill health of employés would en-
tail. Competition under such circumstances would drive them
from the market; and many a manufacturer has been obliged to
yield to this law of necessity and incur the necessary expenditure
to remedy in his business what this report seeks to remedy in our
Public Schools.

“If this is true »f manufactories, how much greater the neces-
sity when the materials to be wrought upon are children and their
intellectual faculties!”

As a resnlt of Mr. Wheeler's study and investigation he recom-

mends the adoption of a rule providing that no new building or
school room shall be so seated that does not allow, at least, 14
square feet of floor space and 200 cubic feet of air space for each
primary pupil, 16 square feet and 225 cubic feet for each grammar
grade pupil below the third grade, and 18 square feet and 250
cubic feet for each grammar grade pupil above the fourth grade.

That no new school building shall be erected that does not pro-
vide out-go and in-come air flues of sufticient size, and so planned
as to insure a change of the whole air of each school room, in said
building, from three to six times per hour.

That no room in any school building to be erected shall be
seated with other than single desks and secats, and no principal
shall, under any cirecumstances permit such desk and seat to be
occupied hy more than one pupil at the same time.

That the maximum number of sittings placed in a primary class
room shall be 56 ; in class rooms below the third grammar grade,
48; and in class rooms above the fourth’grammar grade, 40.

32
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His recommendations pertain only to new buildings to be
erected. He would leave the present buildings to such relief as
fime and experience way suggest.

If such a rule as Mr. Wheeler suggests should be enforced in
regard to our present school buildings, it is estimated that more
than 2,000 pupils would be excluded from our schools. To ac-
comodate these with suitable schiool houses would require an ex-
penditure of $750,000.

To build and furnish school houses for at least $5,000 pupils
who are now waiting for admission into our public schools would
cost $350,000.

To build and furnish school houses each year to meet the re-
quirements of the ammnal increase in our school population would
cost at least £150,000.

These items represent the suin needed to make our school accom-
modation equal to the requirements, and to put the school buildings
in a fair condition.

I venture to say that if the Board should exclude from the
schools at the present fime all those pupils from whom proper sit-
tings have not been furnished, aud only the same appropriation as
that for the year 1884 should be allowed us for the school houses
the following year, the indignant sentiment of the people would be
apt to be expressed in a speedy and practical way.

I attribute our present insuflicient accommodations largely to
the fact that the officials of the city and the general public have
not in the past vears been kept fully informed in regard to the ab-
solute need of the schools.

The demand for parks and boulevards, the need of sewers and
clean streets, the demands for the East River Bridge, have ever
been prescuted with such foree and pertinacity that the expendi-
tures for these purposes have rolled up the debt of the city, but
the great needs of publie education in Brooklyn have been allowed
to languish in the minds of the oficials and the people.

There 1s o other large city in this country so poorly provided
with school accommodations as Brooklyn, and no other city giving
%0 little consideration to High Sclwools and higher education. We
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have one High School, ig a rented building, and thirty-one Gram-
mar Schools, while Boston, a smaller city, has one Normal School,
ten High Schools and fifty-one Grammar Schools.

Our Superintendent of Public Institutions has stated publicly
that we need twenty new Primary School buildings. This Board
asked the city for money suflicient to build eight, and we have been
allowed money suflicient for four buildings.

Misfortunes and mistukes occwrring under a differently consti-
tuted Board, with entirely different wethods of doing bLusiness,
have had the effect of handing down to this Board a degree of cen-
sure and criticism not at all justificd by the facts, but weare confi-
dent that the public are in svipathy with our demandfor sufticient
school accommodation.

When Boston proposed a new High School building to cost
three-quarters of a million, the Mayor was its foremost advocate,
and when completed and dedicated, he alluded to the general ap-
proval as follows: '

“1 am happy to know that owr fellow-citizens fully realize the
Importance of popular education, and that they willingly tax them-
selves most liberally for its support. They are proud, as well they
may be, of our school system, of our accomplished teachers, of our
convenient and beautiful school houses.  They are proud, also, of
their reputation in the country for all these things, and T trust
there will be no abatement of this interest in the schools in the
future.”

SCHOOL SITES.

The committee having charge of the matter of locating new
schools have already reported the selection of suitable property for
the buildings to be erccted during 1884, and the Board has authorized
the committes to complete the prrchases.  The selection of suit-
able sites from vacant property in desirable neighborhoods is year-
ly becoming more difficult, and the tendency of the Board, because
of insuflicient uppropriations, has been to cut down the dimensions
to the lowest point, thus preventing the enlurgement of buildings
by the addition of wings in the futare. The ground for school
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buildings should not be stinted.  Property will not be more easily
or more cheaply obtained in the future.

Five years ago the Central Grammar Schiool was established,
and temporarily located in rented property. The school has done
excellent work, and is yearly developing its strength and influence,
but its temporary quarters have been continued, although every
way unsuited and insuflicient.

The city scems unwilling to appropriate money for a new build-
ing, but this must soon be done or the school must be abandoned.
The city now owns some excellent property adjoining Prospect
Park, from which should be selected and reserved a suitable plot

for a building to accommodate this excellent school.
i

RENTED PROPERTY.

Upon the completion of our new school buildings this Board
vacated two buildings in Strong place, two in Grove street and one
building in Dikeman street, all dwelling houses, at a combined
" rental of $4,020, the only schools now being conducted in rented
buildings being the Ceutral Grammar School and Attendance
School No. 1.

It is my hope that this Board will never again consent to rent
dwelling-house property for school purposes. There is not a fea-
ture in the plan or construction of a dwelling, either as to con-
venience or safety, or as to sanitary appointments thatis at all suit-
able for public school purposes. It is simply a miserable make-
shift to use a dwelling house for such purposes, and as a means of
providing school accommodation it is as costly as it is every other
way bad, the Board being put to the cost of fitting up the property
in the first place, paying an extra rent for its use as a public school,
and finally restoring the property to its former condition when va-

“cated by the school.
I believe I voice the sentiment of this Board when I say that no

more dwelling houses will be rented_to provide school accommo-
dation.
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SALARIES,

The maximum salary for a Principal of a full grade Grammar
school 1s 2,700 ; for Intermnediate schools from $£1,500 to $2,250;
for Branch Primaries, $1.500; for heads of departisents not teach-
ing a class, §930; for class teachers of grammar classes, from $800
for graduating class, down to $487 for 6th grade girls’ class ; and
for primary classes, fromr $482 down to 300 for the new, inexpe-
rienced teacher. :

During the past year the Board has revised the salary list for
class teachers and ananged the salaries to take effect from January
1, 1884, as represented in the following schedule : '
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The improvement hoped for in this arrangement is :

First, To secure experienced teachers and those having special
aptness for instructing little children to take charge of the intro-
ductory or lowest classes.

Second, To have the first increase of salary governed by experi-
enee, to be followed by promotion to higher grades as the teacher
develops qualities necessary to the work required. By our present
system promotions occur as some teacher in the higher grades
retires from service, when all the teachers below are advanced
one class and the new appointee takes her place at the bottom.
By this means promotion is a matter of chance only, and teachers,
irrespective of their abilities, drift into higher positions and
higher pay.

The question of how to make advancement contingent upon
merit only has received much consideration during the past two
years and it is still in a large degree an unsolved problem.

Principals of Grammar Schools have petitioned and urged with
much force that their salaries should be restored to the former
maximum of $3,000. The Board is unwilling to do this until it
may be done as a recognition of merit, and all principals are not
alike in this regard. The vork of redistricting the city made the
reorganizing of several schools necessary. To accomplish this a
resolution was passed that no principal or teacher should suffer in
salary. Grammarschools werereduced to primary and intermediate
schools, but the salaries remained as before, consequently salaries
are unequal and this is now becoming a subject of complaint and
will eventually lead to some means of readjustment.

The salaries of our teachers in some grades are too low. They
compare but poorly with those paid in other cities where the work
is less exacting. The lowest salary in New York is $400 ; in Bos-
ton $456 ; in Brooklyn, $300.

It is far more dificult for teachers to obtain certificates from
the superintendent and appointments in the public schools at the
present time that it has been in the past. The examinations are
strict and impartial and the certificate of the superintendent is now
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au infallible witness of scholarship amply sufficient for the work
required.

In this particular a steady progress has been made during the
past two years and the benefits derived are of a substantial and
permanent character.

PENSION.

The Schools of Brooklyu suffer from old age. There should be
& limit of age fixed by law, arriving at which, teachers and ofticers
should be retired from service. h

A sympathetic sentiment prevents this from being done by the
Board when no law requires it. The fact that teachers have been
thirty or forty years in service is wged in their favor and as a
reason why they should be continued, when it is more often a rea-
son why they shiould be retired.  They cannot be expected to re-
tire voluntarily when they have suflicient strength to continue.
The Board will not do that which secems so harsly, yet the interests .
of the schools require that something should be done. Some
means might be provided by which superannuated teachers and
ofticers could be retired on a pension.

EVENING SCHOOLS.

During the yvear a new conrse of stwdy has been provided for
Evening Schools, and more than usual care taken to bring these
schools to a higher standard of excellence. The rules of the
Board provide for sixteen weeks of Evening Schools, but the ap-' -
propriation being cut down to 25,000, the schools this year can
only be held for ten wecks, and will be closed for the winter on
the Friday preceding Christinas day.

One of two things should be done, cither the schools should be
eut down in number or the appropriation made large enough to
continue the schools for the fuil term of sixteen weeks. | Under
the most favorable circumstances it costs mucli more in Evening
Schools for the resnlts produeed than by any other course of in-
struction, and the shorter the term the geater the per capnta cost.,
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It would be well, I think, to keep open less than one-half of the’
present number of Evening Schools and make them as permanent
as possible. I would have them continued for twenty-eight weeks,
and thus bring them within the general school law, which would
make them participants in the State school moneys.

FREE BOOKS.

Active preparations are being made to put into successful oper-
ation the system for furnishing books free of cost to the pupils,
from the first day of January next, the city having allowed funds
for that purpose.

No effort will be spared to make the system of free books suc-
cessful. The members of the committee having it in charge are in
full accord with the measure, and have from the first been its earn-
est advocates. »

A careful estimate of the cost of the present equipment of the
schools has placed the sum at from $150,000 to $200,000.

It has been found that forty per cent. of the supplies frunished
pupils have been of a character perishable in the hands of each
pupil, such as copy books, drawing books, slates aud blanks of
various kinds. Careful inquiry has developed the fact that pupils
have been in the habit of selling their old books to other pupils
and to an extent not anticipated.

Great diversity of opinion has prevailed as to the sutficiency of
the appropriation, and some members of the Board believe that
there should be established a uniform system of text hooks for all
the schools, and simultaneously with the introduction of free books.
Recent inquiries on this point have thrown much new light upon
the entire question, and has clearly demonstrated the fact that,
were a Committee clothed with sufficient power to act upon both
questions the desired object could be obtained, and at a great sav-
ing to the Board.

THE TRUANT HOME.

The work of carrying out the provisions of the Compulsory Edu-
cation Act has been performed by the Superintendent of Attend-
33
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ance and the Agents, with much zeal and discretion. The system
adopted by the Board, of proviling Attendance Schools or classes,
where refractory and truant boys are sent for instruction under
special teachers, for the time required by law, of visiting all fac-
tories and stores where children under fourteen years of age may
be employed, of aiding the regular schools in keeping delinquent
pupils in attendance, and of rescuing idle and vagrant boys from
the strects, has been frequently approved and adopted by other
cities.

But the great defect of our system is the lack of a proper place
where idle and vagrant boys may be sent who cannot be induced
to stay in the Attendance schools. The only place we have for
that purpose is The Truant Home. This institution is not under
the control of this Board, and the Board is not responsible for its
condition. Ttis too often used by magistrates as a place where
boys who have been guilty of crimnes or misdemeanors may be in-
carcerated. At the present.time there are in the Home about fifty
boys who have been sentcneed by magistrates for various offences,
and but twelve or fourteen boys who have been placed there by
our agents. It is a pity that boys who need only a course of in-
struetion and discipline should be associated with those who have
been guilty of more serious offences, under a system that partakes
more largely of prison life than of striet school instruction. As a
consequence, the practice of the Board has been to hesitate to send
boys to the Truant Houie, and then only as a last resource.

I think it would be wise to have The Truant Home placed alto-
gether under the control of the Board, so that its general manage-
ment might be put on a healthier basis, and the stigma of prison—
so odious to parents and so often injurious to the boys—might be
removed from an nstitution which, in reality, ought to be only a
compulsory boarding school, as well managed as any other school.

In conclusion, I may add that during the past two years this
Board has instituted a complete and thorough change in its meth-
ods of conducting its husiness and snpervising its school work. A
change nearly as complete has taken place in the personnel of the
Board itself, only one-third of the members continuing, who com-
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the Board in 1881. Such changes, rapid and radical as
thes~  have been, in a department of the greatest importance, full
of 3z tricate work and of infinite detail, naturally cansed some dis-
- ko>zamce, provoked discussion and called forth no little eriticism.
A Yaack of experience with a majority of members has occasioned a
it4le embarrassment at times, but upon the whole the changes
Ve been steps of progress that are fast developing the wisdom
th et first determined them, and then gave them direction.

T Ie Board now feels the force of new life, more system and bet-
tex ©OXganized work.

Xt is no idle task to direct the intellectual progress of 100,000
chhildren, and determine the annual expenditure of $1,500,000, so
that it should produce the best possible results. The duties of
memmbers become more exacting as the schools increase, and I am
pleased to testify to the general fidelity and zeal of the members
of the Board, as the Board is at present constituted.

TUNIS G. BERGEN,
President.
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REPORT

OF THE

BROOKLYN PARK COMMISSIONERS.

OFFICE OF THE )
BrookLYN PaArk COMMISSIONERS,
City Hall, Brooklyn, January 1st, 1884.;
To the Honorable the Mayor und Common Council of the City of
Brooklyn :

GENTLEMEN :

The Brooklyn Park Commissioners, complying with the statute,
present their report for the year ending December 31st, 1883.

There will be found appended statements showing in detail the
amount of moneys received, with the sources whence they wers

derived, together with a full exhibit of the expenditures for the
year.

For the details of the work we refer you to the accompanying
report of the Chief Engineer and Superintendent.
Respectfully,
WM. B. KENDALL,
. President.
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Revenue Dernedf) om Uze Public Parks of the Czty ()f BroaLIyn

Balance brought forward from December 31, 1882. .. 493 37
Rentals ..o e %7,084 00
Water sales. .. .. ...t 914 83
Old buildingssold. .. ....... ... ... ... ... .... 927 00
Old materialsold. . ..... .. ... ..o L 12 10
Sheepsold ...l 226 35
Woolsold......oooiiii i 63 75
Bullsold..............ii i o 45 00
Care of broken carriages, runaway horv.cs, ete....... 42 25
Impounded animals— fees and sales. ...l ' 92 29

D [ 9,867 57

' 3“) 860 94
Paid into the City Treasury......... ............. - 9,621 82
Balance to January 1, 1884........ ... ... ... . ..., 239 12

9,860 94
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STATEMENT of Accounts certijicd (o Auditor during the year 1883,

Date. Name. For. Amount.

Jan’y 6PavRoll..............0 ... Laborers, ete........... 6,051 58
t e . o 61 25
P e o 117 83
e G 42 95
Johmn Y. Culyer.... .. ........ Incidental expenses. ... .. ) 40 65
. G - C ! 59 31
10 Bloor & Tuckhorn . ........... Repniring sash. ... ... X 9 00
A. V. Benoit. ..o Drawing materinls. .. ..., 7 90
C.ER Poillon...ooooiil L Reeving halyards ... ., .. 8 00
Brooklyn Engle................ Printing. ............... 3 00
Edward R. Shipman ........... Onts ... ... ' 120 00
Watson & Pittinger............ Lumber................ 8 00
Brooklyn Gas Light Company... Gas. ................... 18 84
Hﬂsfnrd &Sons. ...l Stationery.............. 25 90
W. Keenan................. Supplies.. ... ' 40 42
h EF Conklin............... Stonebase. . ... ... 9 37
W. B. Dayton &Son........... Supplies. . ... oL . 48 15
A. W, Shadbolt & Son. . ........ ‘Wagon supplies. . ....... 71 10
W. H. Murtha & Son........... Coal ... ... ool 46 00
John Gallagher & Bro.......... Carriage hire............ ] 4 00
‘Brooklyn Gas Light Company. .. Gas. ... ... ... ...... : 24 24
Willinm Bergen, Agent ......... Conl oo ! 184 00
Charles Pratt & Co............. Naphtha ... ... Sl 29
Willinmsburgh City Fire Ins. Co. husurance .. . .. e 37 50
Coney lIsland Fuel Gas & L. Co. . Lamps on Coneonrse. . ... 15 00
Metropolitan Gas Light Co.. .. .. Gas.. ... 42 7
10Isnac Knee, Jro ... oo LL Hexnmess. o.oooono 49 75
Paul C. Cothin. ... ........... Hardware ... ... ... 52 8K
W. H, Murtha & Son........... Conl ... oo o oL, 63 25
‘Andrew A, Smith..... ... Office expenses. .. ....... 15 39
22Pay Roll............. ... ..., Offlcers and clerks. . .. .. 742 50
Feby 2 A Laborers, ete.... ....... 6.507 30
S PO | L 36 70
e e i N 103 75
e e A | 27 RO
b' John Y. Culyer................ Incidental expenses......; H0 63
9 Willinm Berp,ou Agent......... Conl ... .............. ' 264 50
12 John Lee... ................. Erecting stable.......... 4,960 00
Brooklyn Gaslight Co .......... Gas. ..o e, 33 12
! . . [ Gas. ... L 33 36
Edward A, Fordham . ... ...... Attending sick horses. ... 30 00
W. B. Dayton & Son. .. ... ... Supplies. ... 58 03
Frank J. Cole .. ... ... ... ..., Keepers supplies .. ... .. 79 50
Balel, Price & Co... ... .. .. Caps and Haveloeks ... 120 25
Rubber Clothing Co. ... ... ... Boots .................. 34 939
Chas. Pratt & Co. ... oL . Naphtha ... R 51 OR
AW Shadbale & Son. oL - Wagon supplics cle 106 57
 Willinm Porter’s Sons .. ., SLamps .o oL 339 20
Automatic Globe Gas Ll"]lt Lo CBurners. o000 L, 12 00
Edward R. Shipman. .., ... .. Oats ..., . ....... . 247

90
Her'» Werner.,...........,... Lumber.,.......... ..., 208 96



BROOKLYN Pang CoOMMISSIONERS.

Statement of Acwunhs cer lzjzed to Aw{zlor 1883 Contmued

Date. Name, For. i Amount.
Feb'y 12 Peter B. Bracken .. ............ Carrots ... ........... ‘ 15 00
! o . \uppheq and repairs. 08 75
e e IShoeing horses. . ........ . 108 00
Stephen Stevenson. ............ Soap.....ooiiiee ' 18 75
A. V. Benoit. ........ ... ..., Supplies. ............... 3 50
Watson & Pittinger ............ Lumber................ 163 65
P.C Coftin................... Hardware .............. ! 160 59
C. W. Keenan. ................ Supplies. ... ............ ‘ 100 30
Frederick Loeser & Co.......... N ] 12 64
John Morton & Son........ ...Cement................. ! 27 42
"W, H. Muartha& Son........... Conl ..ol . 115 0V
‘Chas. E. Teale & Co............ ‘Uniforms for keepers ... .} 200 32
W. B. Dayton & Sen........ ... Supplies.. .............. i 3 50
Hosford & Sons................ Stationery.............. t 175
Metropolitan Gas Light Co.. . ... Gas ... . 50 75
iNational Metre Co. . ............ ‘Water glass. ............ ‘ 50
Charles Pratt & Co............. Naphtha ... ... X 51 14
Hosford & Sons............. ... Stationery.............. | 208 27
Brooklyn Gas Light Co. . ... .. .. Gas. ool 41 64
The Argus Company. ... ...... Daily Argus of Albany ... 40 00
19 Town of Gravesend. . ........... Taxes on gravel pit...... 279
20 Anthony Waterer . ............. Plants. ................. 01 12
Pay Roll...................... Ofticers and clerks. .. ... 57 50
March 1 e Laborers, ete........... 5,470 44
D S 52 35
e O 107 86
e o L 37 95
" George G. Martin. . ........ ... Printing annual reports. . 7 60
John Y. Cuyler................ [ncidental expenses. . . ... a2 83
WPayRoll................ .. Ofticers and clerks. .. ... .. 57 30
‘Williamsburgh City Fire Ins. Co. Insurance on stable...... 10 88
31 L. Brandeis & Son ......... ..., Mnchiuery sup])lies ...... 275
e A PP 8 75
National Metre Co......... ...'Repairing metre, ... .., .. 115
Heury Werner................. Lumber................ ! 91 00
o I, ‘Hickory handles. ........ 4 20
‘e S U 15 00
Whitlock, Slover& Co.......... Marline ... ........... 7 95
..... . e 3178
‘Edward R. Shipman. ....... .. .. _Cornand Onts .......... 195 00
" R Feedandcorn .......... 28 85
W. Bergen, Agent . .......... ... Coal ................... 120 50
- . L 195 50
‘ S i 23 00
iCharles Pratt & Co......... ... .. )\nphtlm ............... o0 T2
¢ 50 24
Hosford & Sons. . ........... ... Stationery........... ... i 5 90
- S e i 51 01
o L Y i 12 10
Vauderbilt Bros. ............... Agricultural implements. .’ 38 25
C.W. Keenan ................. Supples................ : 89 30
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Date.

March 31

March 81

April 5

>

20,

May 4

(=

w

1
12

14
16

REPORT OF THE

STATEMENT of Accounts, d*e.—Continued.

Name. For . Amount.
l

William Porter's Sons .......... ‘Lamp supphies.......... #4 30
‘Metropolitan Gas Light Co. . .... Gas ...l 21 50
Jacob G, Miner. ... ..., Lamp snpplies.......... ' 1 32
Paul C. Coftin................. Hardware .............. ! 87 99
Beers & Ressequie.............. Lumber................ i 89 50
Jog. G. Pollard. ... ............ Repairing tools. ..., ... ‘ 9 00
'The Brooklyn Eagle............. Printing. .. .. e | 6 25
Henry Montanus............... Tobacco stems .......... 1 00
Steplien Stevenson. ............ Soap.....ooooeee. 24 25
Josiah Partridge....... ........ fChairs. ... ........... .. 38 25
A. V. Benoit.........covvien.. 1Drawing materinls. .. .. .. : 44 12
Henry R. Worthington. . Machinery supplies...... : 14 64
Payroll............ ... ..... Laborers, &e............. 7,154 00
e AN 72 60
e | C ' 360 50
e L L ) 234 00
John Y. Culyer................ Incidental expenses g 62 65
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. .......... ‘Advertising. ... ....... .. i 49 65
Brooklyn Union Publishing Co. .! E . 32 20
Pay Roll...... ... .. Officers and clerks.. . .... 757 50
Brooklyn Frie Presse............ Advertising............. ' 49 00
T R T, ‘ Sl e f 22 20

Brooklyn Daily Times.......... Y : 33 00
Pay Roll.............. ... ... Laborers, &c............ 8,145 49
e ! P 301 85
e | “ 371 62
e i o 114 85
P S 1,087 92
John Y. Culyer ................ Incidental expenses. . .. .. 7200
W. B. Dayton & Son. .......... Tin roofing, &e.......... 253 48
John Gallagher & Bro ... ..... Carriage hire. . .......... 18 00
Henry Werner................. Lumber................ ! 23 05
Louis D. Beck......ooovvnns, Gravel................. " 1,528 50
Paul C. Coftin,............. . Hardware..... .......... 647 03
N G e 3 00

Wmn. Bergen, agent............. ‘Conl.................... 166 00
e Coal...... ... . ... ... 27 50

Isaac Knee, Jro... . ... ... Repairiug harness, &c. . .. 67 25
Vanderbilt Bros. ....... ... ... jAgricalturalimplements. . 307 50
Edward R. Shipman............ [Onts, &e......0..... .. 231 50
William H. Murtha & Son.. .... Coal.......ooooin i 187 00
Beers & Resseque . ............. ‘Lumber........... ..., 199 70
E ! S .. 208 7

A. W. Shadbolt & Son.......... Repairing wagons, &e. .. .- 227 50
:Brooklyn Union Publishing Co.. Advertising ordinances. . .- 45 00
Isnac H. Dahlman............ .. Horses.................. 1,512 50
. e 1,512 50
Brooklyn Daily Eagle........ ... Advertising ordinamnces. .. 63 00
H. Hawkes.................... Plumbing. ... .......... 12 00
Buckley & Merritt . ............. Hose, &e...... ... 63 50
Kenyon & Newton.,............. {Doors and sashes........ 4 00
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Sr,\u\u\r uf Acconuls, (fr —Continued,

2177

i
!
Date. | Name. For ' Amount.
: l
May 16 Kenyon & Newton.............. Doors and sashes. ... .. .. [ 40 50
:C. M. Moseman & Bro.......... Harness, &e.. ... .. ! 442 50
L. Brandeis & Son’........ ..., Plumbing materials. ... .. ' 66 28
iMetropolitan Gas Light Co.. .. .0Gas. ..o i 27 30
Metropolitan Gag Light Co. . ... .. Gas.......ooool, . 33 60
yWm. Porter’'s Sons.............. 1Lamp wicks ............ i 120
C. W.Keenan.................. Paints, oils, &e.......... i 148 73
'Hosford & Sons. ............. .. Stationery. ... 41 85
lBrookl)n Frei Presse. . .......... Advertising. ... L. 14 40
M. Quimby & Co............ Buggy. oo 300 00
Conev Island Fuel and Gas Co. . Gas.................... 45 00
Hosford & Sons. ............... Stationery. ... 16 62
C. W.Keenan..... ............ ‘Paints, oils, &e..oovuen .. 130233
Charles Pratt & Co............. Naptha.............o... 52 08
Stephen Steveuson.............. 'S(m.p .................. 6 25
18J. P. Cranford................. Repairing walks......... 5,563 36
22Pay Roll...................... Officers and clerks....... 757 50
June 2! o ...........‘..........:Lnburen &e. o oiiiiiienn 9,611 51
i S 260 20
e L 1,065 63
! L K e 134 25
oI LTI 2,537 78
4John Y. Culyer.... ............ Incidental expenses...... 88 33
19iL. Kleinfielder. ... ......... ... Brooms........ ... ..., 7 00
!Puul C. boﬂm .................. Hardware.... .......... 304 U6
.................. e 52 30
.“ 1llmmsbnrgh City Fire Ins. Co. Insurance.... .......... 11 85
Frank J. Cole. ..o ... ..., Keepers' supplies. ....... 42 38
‘A. W. Shadbolt & Son.......... Wagons. ....... ..ol 210 00
, e DR 210 00
|Ed\w.rd R Shipman............ Oats, feed, de........... 263 85
............. o 272 10
1H Hm\hes .................... Iron basins, &e.......... 51 00
18 ' Watson & Pettinger. ... ........ Lumber................ 525
N |5 e 401 60
S R 257 45
L e 21 90
T e 81 35
20 Boston Machine Co. . ........... q"pplms ................ 33 60
'Frederick Loeser & Co. .. ....... ... ... 13 68
‘Automatic Globe Gas Light Co.. Lamp supplies. ... ...... 9 00
Hibbler & Rauseh ... ..o ... L. "Automatic Globes ... ... I 36 00
A.H Hews & Co.. ..o ool Flower pots............. ! 71 25
Metropolitan Gas Light Co.. .. .. Gas. oot 28 35
Jacob G, Miner ... Lamps..........coov... " 14 00
Wi PortersSons. ............. Chimneys. . ............. ( 2 00
‘L. H, Smith ... oo Moving safe. ... ... .. 10 00
‘Henry R. Worthington. . ........ Machinery supplies. ... .. X 24 15
WChas. Pratt & Co... oo 0 Naptha.. .. ... ... ... | 52 08
Brooklyn Daily Times ... ... .. Advertising ordinanees. . . 43 00
Vanderbilt Bros. .............. Ag¢riculturalimplements. .} 57 60
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Date. Name. i * For. Amount
June 20iHosford & Sons. ... ... ... .. Stationery............ 44 59
C. M. Moseman & Bro.......... Harness. ............... 2 00
L WhIpS. ... 8 75

G Horse Equipments. ..., .. 12 50

Miller, Morrison & Co.......... Brassspurs ....... ..., 4 00
t veveve.....Horse equipments . ... . . 35 00
Whitlock, Slover & Co. ... ...... Supplies......... ... ... 17 70
Kenyon & Newton.............. Door.......o.o.oL 295
Union Steam Printing Est...... Printing................ 20 00
“o Ll R 3 50

‘Heury Werner................. IRepairing chairs. . ... ... 32 00
Coney Island Fuel Gas & L. Co. .|Gas. ................... 45 00
{C. W, Keenan. ................ Paints, oils, &e... ... .. 153 27
|Hosford & Sons................ iStationery. ... 1 &9
:‘The Brooklyn Imp't Co......... Dockage............ ... 40 VY
B L Horsman. ..ol Court marker. .......... 4 00
Wm. H. Murtha & Sons.. .. ... Conl ... Lo, 82 50
Wm. Wall'sSons. ... ... .... Awning ... L. 38 50
Pratt Manufacturing Co..... ... Naptha. ... ... 0L 32 6h
‘W, Wall's Sons, .. .. ... ... ‘Awning canvas, &e. ... .. G a0
John Morton & Sone....... ... .iCement and brick. .. .. .. a1l 0u
Nationnl Meter Co.............. Supplhies. ... oo 2 25
Baleh, Pricel& Co.............. iPnlico bat. ... oLl 4 00
D Y 4 00

Mrs. E. M Chisholn........... Trees ... ... .ol 8 25
Stephen Stevenson............. Soap, &e.ooooL 10 10
Peter Bracken ................ Horse shoeing. .. ........ 66 00
Henry Werner................. Lumber. ..o oo 22 25
A U 100 40

E PN e 35 84
K N 12 7
e e 210

Prat Manufeeturing Co........ Naptha................. 52 2y
Miller, Morrison & Co.......... ‘Horse equipments....... 64 00
W Wall's Sons. .. ... ...... |Eusiyms, bunting, &c. ...} 160 43
C. M. Mouseman & Brother...... Supplies. ... 5 00
Ll N 13 00

v e 175

Henry Werner................. Lumber ................ 13 16
e A 45 50

Union Steam Printing Est., . .. .. Printing. ... 3 0
L. Brandels & Son............. Supplies. . ...l 12 43
Baleh, Price & Co.....oL. ..., Keepers' supplies. ... ... 12 52
Josialt Partridge. .......... ..., Chairs .o L 52 50
Beers & Ressequie.............. Luamber. ... ... 326 62
C. W, Keeman................. Supplies................ 210 01
e ! I 120 07

Smith & Gates................. ‘Rubber tubing. ......... 40
e "Keepers supplies........ 22 10
Whitlock, Slover & Co......... Canvay, &e. .. . ......... 13 00
i e iRope................... 974



BrookLYN Park COMMISSIONERS.

STATEMENT of Accounts, d-c.—Continued.

, .
Date. Naue. . For. ! Amount.
B X
June 20 Whitlock, Slover & Co......... Supplies.. ............. P28 00
< e Rope................... . 61 60
21 . William Bergen, agt............ iCnul ................... ! 277 00
I L e e 236 25
}Janm & Kirkland. ............. Roller.................. © 365 00
22 Pny Roll...oeeii Ofticers and clerks. ..., .. ! 87418
July 11 ....................... Laborers, &e............ 7,356 33
LA . e 224 14
{Pay Roll................. ..., ; C e ; 760 53
e e i Y e . 677 65
L Y 150 00
FelixI. Eben.................. Mnsie.................. 640 00
Andrew A. Smith.............. Ottice expenses. ... ...... | 13 15
Hosford & Sons................ Stationery . ...l 6 75
19 John Y. Culyer. ............... Incidental expenses. ... .. i 67 42
21 Pay Roll...................... Ofticers and clerks. ... ... ; 874 16
25 Frederick W, Starr .... ....... Lumber................ ; 57 50
30J. P. Crauford. ................ Bualance on contract. . ., .. ) 351 67
Aug. 2PayRoll.................... Lalmrem, &eoooo Ll | 7,161 03
X e N I 215 90
’ R N o ! 383 00
e S i 65 00
Jnlm Y Culyer................ Incidental expenses. . .. .. 37 65
3 Frederick W, Starr. ... Lumber .......... ..... ' 5 00
‘Brouklyn Gas Light Co. .......:Gas.. ... .......... 21 12
! o e e 9 60
‘Frederick Stone & Co....... ... Supplies. . ......... ... 210
iDoane & Wellington M'f'y Co. .. Lamp supplies....... .. | G0 00
AL Wo Shadbolt & Son.o.ooLL Carts, wagon supplies. .. I 315 10
Metropolitan Gas Light Co. .. ... Gas. ..o ' 30 97
‘Hosford & Sons................ Stationery. ..., | 19 80
{Union Stewmn Printing Co. .. ..., h’rmtmg ................ : 925
Brooklyn Gas Light Co......... Gas. oo . 154 32
JFelix L Eben.................. Music.................. | 480 00
iBrooklyn Gas Light Co..... ... Gas.. ... o ) 138 12
Henry Werner............... ... Onk stakes. ..., ..., . 360 00
:Metropolitan Gas Light Co.. .. .. Gas. oo 27 82
‘Stephen Stevenson.............. Mustard................ 1125
W B Dayton......... L Supphies................ i 14 85
(Bnlch Pricc & Co.ooovnnvnn. ... iHats for police. ... ... - 120 00
'‘Charles E. Teale & Co... .. ... Uniforms for keepers. ... 593 52
fRubber Clothing Co. . ... .. .. Hose............ ... ... , 50 00
E. & F. Conklin............... IStone steps........ . ... 1 12 75
‘Edward R. Shipman. . ........ .. Oats oo i 213 00
Co W, Keenan. ... ... ‘Paints, oils, &e....... L . 83 57
W, Bergen, agt. ... L. iCoal ..o ooo L. R 231 00
Y B, ' 31 50
Paul C. Coffin................. ardware. .. .......... 206 06
S e 308 52
i G 320 29
C. M. Moseman & Brother. ... .. Hmm&s ................. 32 00
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RErortr orF THE

Date. ' Name. | For Amount.
|

Aug. 3 Beers & Ressequie.......... yoooLumber oLl I e238 28
Pratt Manufacturing Co........ Naptha... ... ... . ... ! 52 71
‘Baker, Voorhis & Co........... Session laws of 1883.. ... ! 300
Hosford & Sons. ................ Stationery .............. | 80
PayRoll...................... Ofticers and clerks. ... .. ) 874 16
Sept. 3FelixL Eben................... Music ..ot 480 00
e e | 480 00
4Pay Roll.............. ... ..., Laborers, &e............ . 5,649 21
e . 146 80
e S 467 67
L P L ! 350 00
10 Dr. Jerome Walker............. Medical services. ... .. .. ! 95 00
Sept. 11. John Y. Culyer...........o.... Incidental expenses. . ... . ; 56 14
Louis D. Beck................., Gravel....... ... ... ... 462 00
‘W, Borgou nnt ................ ol ooiviiei e ! 141 75
e e | 42 00
19 Paul C. Coffin................. Hardware. .............. 21 96
e N 38 16
Hoaford & Qous ................ IStationery.............. 3 00
................ s 50
. “ e e 32
| “ L Y e 505
« R, G e 18 72
‘Edwazd R. Slnpmnn ............ ()nts, &e el 131 00
£ N 130 40
National Meter Co.............. Repairing meter......... 5
\Iotrnpullmn (ms L)ght Co...... Gas. ..o 29 57
...... L 85 52
Henry Werucr ................. Onk stakes, &c.......... 700
G e ‘Lumber................ 20 00
. B e Pine pickets............ 30 00
C. Keenan........oo.ooonn. 'ants, oils, &e....o. ... 79 59
‘ . G B 6 1 763
R e Paris white............. 11 30
b ow e Supplies................ 12 68
Pratt \Inuufn(tnnug C ........ Naptha o ooooo oo 47 88
L LU b e 48 12
Peter B. Bracken.............. Carrots................. 80 00
oo e Supplies........... oL 44 95
W. B. Dayton & Son........... Store supplies........... ' 11 10
‘Boston Machine Co.............; :Brass nuts for hydrants. ., 150
William Walls’ Sons ....... ... Supplies. ... ... L. ; 150
Beers & Ressequie. ... .....o.... ‘Lumber................ 66 00
Miller, Morrison & Co.......... Harness. . .............. 137
A V. Benoit . ......... ... Tracing cloth. .......... 19 00
Wm. Porter'sSons............. Lamyp supplies. ... ...... : 115
The Brookivu Eagle............ Printing ............... 6 00
Philip Strobel & Son........... Walnut tables. .. ........ 90 00
E H Wells................... Supplies. ... ! 115
JolmDavis. ... ... L Repairing shelter roof. . . . 24 00

A. W, Shadbolt & Son.......... Wagon supplies. ....... .. 2 60
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Statement of Aeccounts certificd to cdudifor, 1883 —Continued.

i
Date. Name. For. I Amount.
Sept. 19. Brooklyn Impt. Co........... .. Dockawo. .. oooo00 oL ! R
L. H. Smitho. oo oo JHanling fountain. ... ... 20 00
{Steven Ntevenson.............. Sodp.oLo 625
John Morton & Sons......... .. (Brick, Ceruent, &e. ... ... ; 34 30
. o T P O 130 97
iNational Meter Co.... .. ... Repairs to meter.. .. ..., f 4 N5
21Pay Roll...............o. oL Ofticers and clerks. ... .. | 874 16
Felix . Eben...........o.... Musie. ... ... L 320 00
Oct. S PayRoll...................... iLaborers, &e... ......... 1,739 61
AP o 1,400 00
! e e R PO1LR00 Ot
L ; . D130 00
John Y. Culyer. ..ol Incidental expenses. ... .. 48 94
6 Win., Bergen, agent. ... ... .. Coal ..o, ' 189 25
¢ “ e L 36 79
8 Brooklyn Gas Light Co......... Gas.ooooio i | o7 12
o “ C b ; 67 41
|Pnul G Cofin. ... .. oL Hardware. .. ........... ' 8 50
"Edward R. Shipmam........... Qats, &¢. v 153 25
b L e Cormn....o.oooiiiol 28 00
[Hosford & Sons............ ... Ntationery. .o ' 150
IC. W, Keeman. ..o ooooue . Home Lightoil.. ... .. .. : R N2
“ e Supplies. ..o o oL 14 66
‘e RN Home Light oil. .. ... : 9 01
o G Supphics. ... 6 20
Pratt Manufacturing Co. ... ... Naptha. .. ... ........ 48 07
‘Henry R. Worthington.. ..., .... Rabber packing. ... ... .. i 350
(O W, Keenan. oL i Supplies. ..o 19 50
Hosford & Sons. ..., .. Stationery. ... .. T o0
:Union Steam Printing Est. ... .. Printing................ 9 04
Paul C. Coffin................. Hardware, ... .......... 7L
John Gallaglier & Bro.... .. ... Carriage hire...... .. ... . 28 00
Q0Pay Roll........... ... .. ... Ofticers and clerks. . ... .. 87416
29 Willinmaburgh City Iire Ins. Co. Insurance. ..... ... ..... 113 00
Nov, 2 PayRoll...................... Laborers, &c............ 952 7
L ' Y 1,525 11
e e 1,808 81
Ll PN Y 1,026 15
3 Wm. Bergen, agent............ Coal . oov i 194 25
John Y. Cualyer. .. ...... ..., Ineidental expenses. . ... 5811
7 Brooklyn Gas Liglit Co. ... ... Gas. o 30 00
: . - o R 13 Nt
Hosford & Soms. ... ... ... ... Stationery............ . 3 00
o e s S e 150
“ e e 2 10
Henry Werner. ... .ol L Repairing chairs. ... ... 125
‘Bloor & Tuckhorn............. Repairing windows. ... .. 20 35
Edward R. Shipman......... SoMeal Lo 6 75
o A Corn. ..o 40 a0
o o Feed & Meal. ... ... ... 23 40
oo ‘ Ouats............ooenenn. 205 00
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Statement of Aceounts cevtified fo Amli/m 1883— (‘ontlnued

Date. - Nname. i For. i Amount.
Nov. 7. Stephen Stevenson. . ........... Soap..ooL e 6 25
Henry R. W mthuu.,tou .......... Machinery supplies.... .. 175
¢ e iGGlnss tubes. 90
‘National Meter Co............. Repairing meter......... 2 00
'C. W, Keenan.... ............ Supplies. ......... ... .. 15 02
P L e 40 83
| s e Twine.........:........ 50
‘“ L Glass. ..o o oL 26 81
;oo e Whiting. ............... 11 36
Wm. Porter'sSons............. Wicking. ....... ... ... 3 60
Hibbler & Rausch. ... ... Antomatic Globes. ... ... 24 00
iC. M. Morrison & Bro.......... Saddle pads. .. ... ...... 13 00
Tsane Knee, Jro ..o L Repairing Harness, &ec. .. 56 50
E. Waters. ool Treatment of horses..... ' 16 30
iPanl G, Coftin.............. o Hardward. ... ! 69 30
U PRt ¢ 32
7, The Brooklyn Eagle............ Printing . ..... ... ' 16 25
(‘u\\pmthw'ut Co..oooiiiii Cushions ..., l 700
iAntomntic Globe Gas Light Co.. Gas lamp burners........ \ 30 00
Watson & Pittinger ............ Lumber . ............... i 00 0
Pratt Manufacturing Co........ Naptha................. . 18 54
Metropolitan Gas Light Co. ... .. Gas ..o e ! 35 35
¢ M. Moseman & Bro........ . Horse blankets. ........ , 105 00
Davix & Fitzgerald. ... ... ... Paper c..oooi e | 12 50
I9Pay roll...oo.oo o Officers and clerks. . ... .. 874 18
Dee Bl e Laborers, &c. ... ....... 428 15
B B 703 1)
E P S 2,793 90
G e . R KU 3
8John Y. Culyer................ Incidental oxpmmvs, R 47 94
AW Ber«wu Agent. RN %71 E M1
A\Y lllmmslmr-'h City F‘xr( Ins. Co. tusurance. .. ..o 004
10!Paul C. (nﬁm ................. Hardware............... 342
o e . 11 46
C. M. Moseman & Bro.......... 'Horse equipment. . ... ... : 15 00
“ G Chamois. ..., 150
L. Brandeis & Son..... ..., ‘Supplies ..o oL 2 W
Frank J. Cole............ ... Gloves for keepers. .. ... 46 00
Hosford & Sons................ \txmnm IV o 4 30
‘¢ RSP 4 65
Pratt \Inuufncturm;. (() ........ \nptlm ................. 49 12
L PO 18 07
Union Stenm Printing Est. ... .. Printing. ............... 2 50
C. W Keenan ... ... .. L Supplies. ..o oo 20 36
Co . e 315
Harris & Stilwell. ..o 0.0 0. Ambulanee ealis. ... ... .. 84 O
Fredk, Loeser & Co ..o ... Supplies. .. oo 2 W
;Union Steam Printing Est. ..., .. Printing........ ... .... 250
C.W. Keenano ..o Glass. ..o oo oo 810
lC & R. Pmll(m ................ Reeving halvards. ... .. 3 0
............... Taking down Hay pole. . .. 35 W
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STATEMENT of Accounts certified to Auditor, 1883.—Concluded.

Date. I Name. E For - Amount.
i |
i ' ‘ !

Dec. 10 Brooklyn Gas Light Co......... JGus .................. ' 25 56
i ' L IR e 27 84
"Metropolitan Gas Light Co. ... .. P 86 40
C. W Keenan ..o Horse medicine. . .. .. .. 6 50
‘William Wall's Sons........ ... Rope ................. . 2 24
iPay roll....................... Officers and clerks. .. .. I 874 16

’ t
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER AND

SUPERINTENDENT.

BrookLyy, Janwuwy 1st, 1884,

To the Brooklyn Park Commndssioners :
GENTLEMEN

In summing up the results of the work for the past vear, the
features that most prominently present themselves for detailed re-
port, are the repairs to the roads and walks, and the partinl re-ad-
justment of the more crowded plantations by thinning out and
proning.

It is necessary only to advert ineidentally to the condition to
which the Park drives had been generally brought by continnous
use dwing the past 15 years, and the very superficial maintenance
which it was possible to give to them.  The original covering of
aravel, some 8 to 10 inches deep, had been gradually worn away
by the attrition of wheels and the action of the elements, with the
result of expoxing evervwliere the broken stone of the substruet-
wre. The state of these hnpaired drives and their daily use by a
large number of our citizens very natnrally resulted in calling at-
tention to the necessity of re-covering them and thus restore them
to a servieeable and proper condition.  In accordance with your
instruetions, that part of the Iast drive from the Plaza entrance
through Valley Grove to Eastwood Arch, was worked over, the
laree loose stones at the surface were removed, and  the road-bed
was picked up and loosened preparatory to covering it with gravel.
The length worked over was about 3,000 lincal feet.  Some 1,300
cubie yards of North River gravel, the cost of which delivered upon
the park was 2,23 per cubie yard, was spread over the roadway
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referred to, to an average depth of 24 inches, the sarface brought to
aswtable grade and rolled, and the whole put in good condition
without any serious interference with the travel upon it. The
ginvel used for this purpose is the best material at present availa-
ble in this section of the conntry for roads of this character, and
althongh its first cost 1s double that of so.called gravel to be found
in the neighborhood it is ungquestionably far superior to the other
in producing a better and more durable road, and is more econom-
teal m the end. Owing to the very Hmited amount of money
which the Comnuissioners were enabled to set apart for this work,
the quantity of gravel used for the purpose was necessarily swall,
and the work superficial in character, not affording that satisfaction
which would be secured at an inercased expenditure, and it may
be, with greater economy.

In the repuirs of park roads the labor of preparation is the some,
whether the amount of eovering is to be two inches or six inches,
while the use of the luger quantity will insure good roads with
but ordinary maintenanee during a long period of years.  The por-
tion of the drive which was repaired in the spring remains in a
zood condition and has greatly added to the comfort and enjoy-
ment of those who have used 1it, some of whom have expressed a
hearty appreciation of the restoration.  Of some 4 or 5 miles of
drive that are worn away it is desirable to put a large portion of
them in a condition similar to that part of the roadway already
mmproved. This work ean be most favorably tuken up in the
spring. It is Delieved that a satisfactory result may be obtained
by the use of about 5,000 cubic yards of North River gravel, the
cost of which will he about 811,000. The labor will be about
£6.,000.

At several points on the Hue of the west drive, the marked de-
pression in the roadway, resulting from the shvinkage of underly-
ing peat deposits, will reguire of necessity considerable re-grading
and conscquent repair to the water and drainage pipes in those
loealities.  Thixs, however, will not involve much additional expen-
diture.

The construction of the park roadways make them expensive
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luxuries. The cost of those in Central Park range from $60,000
to $100,000 per mile, while the average cost of those upon Prospect
Park was considerably under the lesser figures above given. The
maintenance of such roads is, of cowse, greatly in excess of the
cost of keeping in repair, more commonly constructed throughfares
used for business purposes.

The funds generally available for all our work are too meagre for
the exacting demands of a great park, where are provided and main-
tained for public use, luxuries in roads, lawns, landscape garden-
ing and manifold other attractions that are not accessible through
any other source, except to the few who possess fortunes, and not
to all of these even. Public parks are vast co-operative resorts for
the health and pleasure of the whole community, and incidentally
" foster and encourage some of the best clements of social life.  The
money expended upon them is an investment whose dividends are
returned to the visitors in a thousand channels, and with as many
different profits as there are visitors. The numerous and varied
uses of Prospect Park naturally result in the steady deterioration
of its various constructions, which requires an equally steady res-
toration by maintenance, to prevent this gradual but certain decay.
A lnck of means to sustain this work at all points renders it im-
possible to meet promptly every contingency that may arise. The
severity of criticisin sometimes heard, is seldom tempered with
any consideration of the circumstances under which the work is
performed ; but a little reflection on the part of our citizens will
lead, 1 think, to the conclusion that we are securing fair results in
view of the resources at our disposal.

Many of the walks, whose surfaces were made of bituminous
concrete some yewrs ago, are out of repair, as referred to elsewhere
in this report. Much of this work was done when this industry
way in a tentative and evolutionary state, and by a number of
competitive companies; and while a large portion of it was of com-
paratively ephemeral benefit, the result, as a whole, has not been
unsatisfactory. A considerable portion, amounting to 36,223
square feet of walk, was re-surfaced at a cost of $3,622.30, by Mr.
J. P. Cranford, of this city. The work is in good condition at the
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close of the year, and has been accepted with much satisfaction by

the public.

During the coming season this work may be continuned with ad-
vantage on the line of the principal thoroughfare walks. The esti-
mated cost of such repairs is from %6,000 to $10,000, according to
the amount of work which the Commissioners may determuine to

have done.
BRIDLE ROADS.

The condition of the Bridle Roads during the past year, has
been a subject of more or less eomment by equestrians, of whom
there are a large number in Brooklyn who use them. The proper
construction of a suitable road for riding, involves some difficulties
not met with in ordinary driving roads. The surfaces should not
be stony nor easily affected by moisture, so as to make it heavy or
muddy, while for comfortable riding it should be soft and yielding
to a fixed degree. An ideal road of this description would be a
turfed surface, which it would not be possible to maintain upon a
public park, but owr present bridle roads may be very much im-
proved in the spring by such expenditure as seems to be desirable,
and which we have not been able to make for this work in pre-
vious years.

Of other interior work, that of thinning out and pruning the
more extensive plantations of the Park, during the winter and
spring months, was the most important. A very large quantity of
decidnous and evergreen material was cut ont and removed.

Great care was taken to observe the plw adopted in the
original scheme of planting. In many sections that had be-
come overgrown, a choice was made in favor of those plants
that were most likely to contribute permancnt value to the
plantations, and while much desirable material was necossarily
destroyed, it was with decided advantage to the general results,
All Droad schemes of planting are based upon ovderly, season-
able adjustment, involving carcful observation of the growth
and development of the varvied materiad that composes the
plantations from year to year, the selection and retention of the
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choicest and more vigorous plants, and the removal from time to
time, of material planted for temporary purposes.

Frequent communication with Mr. Irederick Law Olmstead on
this important subjeet, has greatly supplemented my own exper-
ience, whatever its value may be; and an intimate knowledge of
the purposes and scope of park planting has further enabled me to
resume, with some coufidence, this work that has been held in
abeyance by our necessities, and with the expectation of reason-
ably satisfactory results.  As a whole, the Park is fortunate in
containing within its borders, large wooded areas that comprise
many varicties and types of our native trees, affording the young
an excellent opportunity for the very useful study of forestry.
Our collection of evergreens is one of the Jargest 1n variety, and its
present condition make it one of the choleest and nost interesting
to be found in the public parks in the country.

In the earlier years of constraction on our Park, the design and
details of this branch of the work, as arrnged and perfeeted by
Mr. Ohnsted, were supervised by men, many of whom brought to
it an exceptional and valuable experience. Among these were the
late Tgnaz Pilat, formerly of the Central Park, . W, Cleaveland,
now or lately connected with the publiec gardens of Cinelnmati; D.
& W. MeMillan, the former now dead, and the latter Superinten-
dent of Parks at Buflalo; Mr. George Stockford, an experienced
English gardener, and Mr, O. ¢ Bullard.

The Park still retains hn its serviee as gardeners Mr. W, R, Dick-
inson, John Hamilton, Philip Rosemarin awd DL Thonmpson, who
have been identified with it for & number of years, giving excellent
satisfaction in this partienlar department of work.

During the coming season the work of thinning ont, ete., will be
resumed.  Some new planting will be andertaken, particularly
along the southwesterly border of the Pk, This improvement,
however, canmot be effeeted to mm]»]oti«.m mntil the walks and sur-
faces which were left in their present unfinished state at the close
of construetion ten years ago, can be provided for by suitable ap-
proj riations.

T new stable building which was deseribed in a previous re-
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port, was finished by the contractor, Mr. John Lee, in February
last, and was immediately occupied for Park purposes. Accom-
modations of a temporary character were provided for in connec-
tion with this building for the oftices necessary to the work, and
they were occupied in May last.

The old buildings at Fifteenth street and Eleventh avenue were
advertised for sale, and were purchased for the sum of $927 by
Mr. Michael J. Dady, of this city, who caused them to be torn
down or otherwise removed in the month of May last. The disap-
pearance of these unsightly structures is cause for satisfaction.
The grading and opening of a branch drive to the entrance at this
point, and the adjustment of the planting on the contiguous sur-
faces has been commenced, and it is expected to put the neighbor-
hood in a presentable condition during the early part of the com-
ing season. This work must of necessity be superficial in character
for want of larger means available for construction purposes.

The road entrances at the junction of Ninth avenue and Fif-
teenth street was opened to the public in the month of June.
Though little use has been made of it for driving purposes, it has
entailed upon us some additional expense for police surveillance.
The opening of this entrance has been regarded favorably, how-
ever, as a concession to a large and rapidly developing neighbor-
hood and those property owners whose interests are conserved.

LAKES, WATER COURSES AND WATER SUPPLY.

The condition of the lakes and water cowses is generally satis-
factory. The prevalence of frequent rain-storms during the sun-
mer was favorable to the maintenance of a higher level of water
than had been known dwing several previous seasons. The pres-
ence of a vegetable growth on the waters, that makes its appear-
ance in July and sontinues through August and September, is
made the subject of some comment as being deleterions to the
health of visitors. This material complained of is a species of
vegetation generated in and common to the purest water, whose
depth and source of supply is not sufticient to preserve a tempera-
ture under 70° in summer, and this vegetation, except that it is

36
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unsightly to the eye, is practically harmless. It does not materi-
ally affect any considerable part of our lake, nor can it cause any
injury to the health of visitors more than is caused by other bodies
of water that are the wet nurses of mists and atmosphere sur-
charged with chilling moisture. Impairment of health, frequently
attributed to tlie physical condition of bodies of water like the
lake, is often due to carelessness and exposure at night, when the
great differences in temperature are not properly taken into ac-
count and guarded against, and to other violations of the laws of
health. The fresh-water bass, brought from Rochester about
twelve years ago and placed in the lake, have thriven and have
greatly increased in numbers. The fact is an attestation of the
general purity of the water in the lake. Large numbers of these
bass have reached such size and sportiveness of character as to
have attracted the attention of some of our most expert citizen
fishermen, whose interest in the Park lakes has greatly increased
during the past few years.

WATER SUPPLY.

The structure forming the cover to the well and boiler house
will require a considerable repair at an early day. The present
boiler, after service of nearly 15 years, will need to be replaced by
a new one in view of next summer’s duty. Our water supply has
been ample for the current uses of the park and for purposes of
sprinkling, &e., on the Parkway, to such extent as we were enavled
to avail ourselves of it. The construction of the water works at
Sheeps Head Bay has relieved us largely of a self-imposed respon-
sibility of supplying good potable water to Coneyv Island. and
which in the past added greatly to the comfort of thousamds of
visitors to the Island. The consumption of water has avesraged
about 300,000 gallons per day throughout the year.

DRAINAGE SYSTEM.

Portions of our drainage system, the ramifications of whicch are
extensive, will require some repairs at important points, and 8
thorough cleaning.
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STRUCTURES.

Some needed repairs were made to the permanent buildings and
shelters during the year, the Pedestrian Concourse and open
shelter were painted during the summer. Other buildings and
structures will need to be repaired during the coming season.

Extensive repairs were also made to the enclosing wooden fence
of the park, unfinished parts of which will be continued.

LITCHFIELD MANSION.

The lease of this building, which expires in the early part of
January, will terminate its use for private purposes and will cut
off a revenue of several thousand dollars that has been serviceable
in the past. The location of this building is a desirable one for
communication with the public, and the use of the building for
administration offices and for a Headquartess for the Commission-
ers themselves seems to be the most practicable, under all circum-
stances, that now presents itsclf. There is not now, nor has there
ever been, any building on the park other than this that was at all
serviceable for such necded public use, and notwithstanding it
will be necessary to expend several thousand dollars for the repair
and alteration of the building, no better means of providing such
accommodations offer themselves that do not involve an expenditure
of a great deal more money than the Commissioners have at their
disposal for the purpose.

I lhiave heretofore expressed the opinion that the building could
not be successfully devoted to use as a Museum or Art Gallery
without special endowment; the two institutions in Brooklyn,
viz.: The Art Association and the Historical Society, being more
than sufticient to satisfy the demands of those to whom these sub-
jects are of special interest.

Without a very large outlay at the beginning for the furnishing
and equipment of such an institution and liberal provisions for its
maintenance a weak competition with those of New York City
would bLe the unfortunate result. The building can be made very
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serviceable for park purposes, and will be very useful to the public
generally.

GENERAL USES OF THE PARK.

The public use of the Park varies in its character necessarily,
with the season of the year, but it may be said to be an orderly
succession, in that it commences with skating, the season for which
opened in the middle of December, and continued through Jan-
uary and part of February.

I some particulars, as in the breadth of ice area, our facilities
for winter enjoyments are exceptional, but the building accommo-
dation for skaters and visitors is insuflicient ; and an insuflicient
force, to remove promptly, the snow from the ice after a storm, is
often embaurassing to us.  As a whole, the lakes as a resort for
skaters, particularly for young people, has an increasing popu-
larity. Great care has been taken to guard against accidents of all
kinds.  We have been so fortunate in this regard, that no very
serions casunlty has ocewrred nor has there been a life lost during
the winter use of the luke.  The keepers are painstaking and vigi-
lant in the work of general supervision, and it seldom happens that
there 18 any oceasion for any unusual exercise of authority. The
large arcas of the Lake were frequently used in winter for foot
ball and base ball, the playcers being, principally, pupils of the
Polytechnie, Adelphi and other educational institutions of the city.
Other portions of the Lake were set apart for ice boat sailing, and
during suitable weather these added materially to the pleasure,
not only of those who participated, but to that of many visitors,
who entered with spirit into the enthusiasm created, or found
an added interest in the novel feature of the wintry landscape.

The Lake in summer attracts many visitors who take pleasure
in rowing upon its waters. The lessee, Mr. O'Brien, supplied a
suflicient number of eomfortably equipped boats to meet the cur-
rent demand.  The patvonnge of the boats would probably be
greatly inereased, if the lessee could considerably reduce the charge
for their use, and the result at the end of the season would, in my
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judgment, be favorable to his interests. The present scale of
charges is similar to that established in Central Park.

During the fine weather in spring and throughout the remainder
of the year, driving and horse-back riding formed apparently a
part of the customary routine of the daily life of many citizens
who seek rest and health in this delightful recreation. A great in-
crease in the number of vehicles for pleasure riding upon the park
is noticeable, as is also the growing popularity of horse-back rid-
ing.

The picnic season opened with the anniversary of the Brooklyn
Sunday Schools, occurring May 23d, and continued throughout the
months of June, July, August and September.

The Park was never before so extensively resorted to for this
purpose, and the aceommodations provided by the Commissioners
were availed of by Sunday Schools, Church and other organiza-
tions and family partics. The expense of keeping these extensive
grounds in order, with their necessary accompaniments of police
supervision, the supply of tables, seats, swings, water, ete., without
charge, is considerable ; but, while it virtually withdraws a large
sum of money applicable for serviceable and necessary work of re-
pair, ete., there can be no doubt that the benefit, as a whole to our
people, is many times in excess of the money expended. Among
the field sports practised upon the park, the devotees of croquet
remain faithful, and many puarties resort to the park solely for the
facilities which its broad turfed spaces afford for this pastime.

Lawn Tennis, a game entailing skill, practice and vigorous exer-
cise, first introduced on the park, two years ago, was very exten-
sively indulged in upon the long meadow all through the fine sea~
son of the year. With the approval of the Comnmissioners, an
extraordinary demand for accommodation for this game was pro-
vided for, over 125 organized clubs, whose membership was of
both sexes, were assigned courts.  The twf was kept in excellent
condition and was laid out in courts and maintained throughout
the season by the park employees, without cost to the players.

The extent to which the use of the turf for this purpose reached,
may be inferred from the fact that an ordinary tennis court, when
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defined within proper boundaries, contains 3,808 square feet,
which, together with the margin for overthrown balls and conven-
lent access, covers about one-thirteenth of an acre. Of these, there
were at times no less than 80 marked out upon the Long Meadow
of the Park, and for which nearly 20 acres of twf was frequently
in use for this pwrpose. Dressing closets and lockers were also
provided, free of charge, for the convenience of the plavers. Two
tournaments, participated in by members of organizations playing
at the Park, were held during the months of October and Novem-
ber, and attracted specially a great many visitors to witness the
somewhat novel and exciting sport.

Some additional accommodation for dressing rooms and for the
storage of the equipments of the game would seem to be proper
and desirable to be provided for during the coming scason, as the
facilities thus afforded would contribute dircetly to the encourage-
ment of Lealthful out-door excrcise among the young, under the
most favorable circumstances.

BICYCLE RIDING.

The policy of the Commissioners has been to permit bicycle
riding upon the walks of the Park under well-cstablished regula-
tions, and upon the Parkways with more freedom. There are
about one thousand expert bicyele riders in Brooklyn, many of
whom visit the Park more or less frequently.  As a rule, they are
careful and discriminating in the use of the walks of the Park, and
the occurrence of any scrious accident has been rare.

Tricycle riding, which recently came into vogue for long distance
riding abroad, has been accorded the same privileges as pertain to
biceyele riding.

The Park eariage and pony service, goat carriages, the carrousel,
have been operated by their respective lessees in o manner to
afford to the public the desired accommodation in these par-
ticulars.

The purveying of refreshments in the public buildings of the
Park has continued under Mr. George Miller.  The seale of prices
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for ordinary supplies, while not excessive, is made the subject of
comment on the part of visitors occasionally.

It must be borne in mind that the demand for supplies is of such
& nature as to involve the use of many perishable articles, and that
the business is virtually confined to but few months in the year.
The present prices having been established with the tacit approval
of the Commissioners, and any serious modification of them would
manifestly alter the basis of the present agreement ; but I would re-
commend that in renewing the leases generally upon the Park,
propositions for them shall be based upon a schedule of prices or
tariff furnished for their guidance. A change in the method of
letting the Park privileges, through the medium of public adver-
tisement and competition, resulted in a largely increased revenue.
From these sources in 1882, the Commissioners received $5,462.39,
while for the same privileges in 1883 an income of $7,084.00 will
have been received at the close of the year.

FORCE.

The organization of the working force is comprised as follows:

One general foreman.

Three office assistants.

One draughtsman.

Two foremen of laborers, teamsters, &e.

One foreman of carpenters.

One mechanical engineer and one fireman.

One blacksmith and helper.

One tinsmith.

Four gardeners, together with a force of laborers for miscella~
neous work, including teamsters, &ec., of sixty men. This consti-
tates our ordinary working force for the year. Mcchanics and
other skilled and nnskilled laborers, with hired teams and carts,
were temporarily added to this force at special periods of urgency,
when the necessities of the work required.

These were employed as needed. and were discharged as soon
as their services could be profitably dispensed with.



296 REPORT OF THE

‘What is understood as constituting our regular working foxee is
made up of men of all grades who have been in the employment of
the Commissioners, as will be seen by reference to the scheduale of
employees accompanying this report, for a number of years, and
who have commended themsclves by faithf service, during which
they have acquired experience which has greatly added to  the
value of their labor and their availibility for all classes of work.

KEEDPERS.

The present organization of this force comprises :

One head-keeper,

Two sergeants,

Two acting sergeants,

Two station ofticers,

Thirty keepers.

Included in the latter are four mounted men who were employed
and equipped for service upon the roads during the past summer.
The mounted keepers have been very useful in this particular, and
to a great extent have added to the general efficiency of the force
in regulating the usc of the drives and in caring for persons
injured by accidents which oceasionally ocewr upon the drives.

An addition of two men to this branch of the force, for duty
upon the Parkway, would provide in the most serviceable and eco-
nomical way for needed police supervision upon that thoroughfare.

Inasmuch as the Commissioners are required to furnish police
supervision throughout the day and night upon Prospect XPark,
Fort Greene, Tompkins Park, Cauroll Park, City Park, Ocean
Parkway, the Concourse and Parade Ground, the needs of which
are at times very exacting, this force is inadequate to meet all the
requirements which a larger, properly distributed force would do.
The widely separated localities under our care and the nece-ssssities
which frequently occur for mecting special emergencies, and thhe vark
ableness of this service, adds greatly to the burden of fulfillizagz the
expectations of the public. A force of fifty men would be a xmaoder-
ate one for our purposes, but T do not sce how the expenses of 8
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force thus increased could be met out of our present appropriations
and at the same time fulfill other pressing obligations. Owing to
our necessities in this particnlar, the force has been maintained by
reductions and temporary suspensions within the limits of an ex-
penditure available for this branch of the service.. As a whole,
the efliciency of the keeper force during the past year has been in-
creased by these changes.

The changes in the force during the years has been as follows:

Two appointments of mounted keepers were made in the month
of April,

Two in the month of May.

Two keepers have died.

Three keepers have resigned.

Twelve men were discharged.

Sixteen men were disciplined during the year. Six of these

were discharged and the remainder suspended for various periods,
ranging from one to thirty days.

There were 86 accidents on the drives due to runaways and col-
lisions, 2 of which ultimately resulted in the death of individuals
connected with them.

Fowrteen accidents oceurred to equestriaus,

Two accidents to skaters upon the lake, in Winter,

Four accidents from collision with bicycle riders,

Eighteen were of a miscellaneous nature.

There were two suicides (one by hanging, one by drowning).
One attempted suicide by shooting. This person, a young

(German, has since recovered from his wounds, and taken to the
Lunatic Asylum.

Three abandoned babies were found, one of which was dead.
A number of sick and anfortunate persons were found on the park,
these were cared for as their necessities required, and some were
taken to their homes. A number of visitors were ejected for dis-
orderly conduct, and 150 arrests were made for various reasons:

37
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such as drunkeness, disorderly conduet, reckless driving, injuwring
trees and shrubs, vagraney, safe keeping, and minor offences agzainst
the park ordinances.

The annoyances from vagrants and improper persons, wapon
the smaller parks particularly, has been greatly reduced duringr the
year by reason of the more efticient co-operations of the IPolice
justices. 80 animals, including homses, cows, shecp, goats and
pigs, have been impounded during the year.  Some of these have
been released on the promise of the exercise of greater care over
them on the part of the owners.  Fees have been demanded and
paid in the ense of others, and in some instances, the aniinals
have been sold.  We are greatly annoved by goats which are al-
lowed to ran at large within the city limits bordering upon the
park, but little attempt, apparently, being made to enfore the city
ordinances intended to abate this nuisance ; many valuable plants
have been destroyed by these animals.  If the restrictions upoen
animals running at large are not to be imposed with more rigor
than has prevailed during the last yoar in the vieinity of the park,
experience teaches us so far as goats are concerned, that the brest
goat for park purposes is a dead goat.

The skating season of 1882 and 1883 was a short one owing to
the absence of any continued period of cold weather.  There were
17 days from December 18, 1882, to Febrmary 10, 1883.

There were 16 concerts on the park, commeneing with that of
May 24, and ending Saturday September 1, a special concert on
Bridge day having been provided for out of the appropriation
nrale by the Common Counetl for celebration purposes,

The usual provisions were made at the plaza and at  Tort
Greene, in conneetion with decoration day ceremontes. "The
annual cclebration day of Tom Moore took place on the 28ty day
of May, under the auspiees of St. Patriek’s Society of this c1ty -

There were 200 pic-nics of Sunday schools of all denommavtions
and other organized badies, for which permits were issuec i, ond
special provision made. 500 family partios, 800 swing permaitss for
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children’s parties, 1,000 permits for base ball clubs, 30 for cricket
clubs, 8 for La Crosse, aud 75 foot-ball games.

It is estimated that about 5,000,000 persons visited the park
during the year, and availed themselves of the privileges which the
parks and parade ground afforded them in accordance with their
own inclination, for pic-nicing and other general recreations, cro-
quet playing, tennising, boating and base ball, cricketing, La
Crosse, and foot ball playing, skating, and other games upon the
ice.

No serious accidents have occurred, nor has there been any
serious conflict of authority, as between the public and the keep-
ers. There have been several periods during the year when exeep-
tionally large numbers of visitors have assembled upon the parks,
&c., a8 on the oceusion of the Sunday school anniversary, bridge
opening, and throughout the concert, base ball playing, and skat-
ing scasons. A few casualties occurred that were of a minor
character.  Every effort has been made to further such free and
untramelled use of the parks, by the public, as was consistent with
their proper use, and the aim has been constantly kept in view on
the part of employes of all grades to faithfully serve the public.

The annoyanee due to the misdeeds of the thougltless and
vicious few liave not been many, while it is believed that our
citizens have derived every advantage in the free use of the park,
which it is in the power of the Commission to furnish, so long as
our means are limited to the present fixed appropriations for the
maintenance of the parks.

STOCK AND EQUIPMIINTS.

An inventory of stock and equipments accompanies this report.
In the month of May the cfficiency of the working force was greatly
increased by the purchase of 11 horses and equipments, two trucks,
two carts, one two horse roller.

The many details of work constantly requiring prompt attention
at all hours of the day and often at night makes it desirable that
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we should own our horses. Ifor sprinkling purposes alone 1t is
often necessary to employ 18 to 24 horses at particular periods of
the day, while to keep the roads in proper order it will be neces-

sary to employ no less a force daily through long continued periods
of the summer and fall.

SMALL PARKS.

FORT GREENE.

Duwring the year a material and beneficial modification of the
plantations of the park were made by thiming out and pruning.
Preparations are being made to resume this work with further an-
ticipated satisfactory results.

The regulation of the surfaces near the Canton street entrance
and contiguous to the jail, have been delayed principally that the
jurisdiction over a portion of the ground now included within the
purk limits, but probably belonging to the county, may be satis-
factorily arranged between the county authorities and the Park
Commissioners.

Should 1t be decided to do this work in the spring, it will be very
desirable to perfect to somie extent the planting of the slopes of
the Battery and also the slope on the DeKalb avenue side. A
portion of the bituminous walks were satisfactorily repaired by
Mr. J. P. Cranford ; 25,481 square feet were repaired and re-sar-
faced at the rate of 10 cents per foot, amounting to $2,548.10.
The remaining portions of walks out of order ean be renewed ata
cost estimated at about the same amount as that expended this
year. This work can be most favorably done in the springg, 120t
earlier than the month of May. The wooden shelter which sur
mounts the high ground and whieh is a much used resort for visitors
in fine weather, will need considerable repairs, the structure ggener
ally being in a dilapidated condition. The keeper force upoxa  this
park was materially augmented duwring the summer geasorx with
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good results, the annovance to visitors from vagrants and disor-
derly characters being less than during the preceding season.

CTTY PARK.

City Park is most serviceable as a thoroughfare during the busy
portions of the day and the evening. Beyond this, and as afford-
ing means of recreation to a large number of children who are
pupils of the public school in the neighborhood, it use is limited.
If continued as a public park, the planting should be re-modelled
to a considerable extent, its paths concreted, and the surrounding
sidewalk put in order. Tort Greene, for its accessibility and the
facilities which it affords for recreation, would appear to be suffi-
ciently ample for the neighborhood, in the matter of park accom-
modations.

TOMPKINS AND CARROLL PARKS.

The maintenance of Tompkins and Carroll Purks has been simple
and orderly, and has served to provide nceded facilities for their
respective neighborhoods. -

The care of the small triangular area at the junction of Atlantie,
Washington and Underhill avenues was assumed by the Commis-
sioners this year, and such supervision was given toit as was found
to be necessary. Some repairs will be necessary during the com-
ing season.

EASTERN PARKWAY.

The increasing use of thisroadway as a meansof communication
between the Eastern district of the city, the Park, and its adjacent
thoroughfares, renders it desirable that the carriage road should be
substantially repaired during the coming season. It will be neces-
sary to add broken stone to portions of the substructure and to re-
surface it with gravel for a cousiderable portion of its length.

For this purpose the North River gravel, similiar to that used
on the park drives is urgently recommnended. A number of trees
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have been destroyed which will also have to be replaged. The en-
forcement of the ordinance as to animals running at large will ma-
terially lessen a destruction of trees planted for ornamental jour-
poses on this parkway. The police supervision over this park way
properly belongs to the city anthorities.

OCEAN PARKWAY.

The appropriations available for this thoroughfare renders it difi-
cult to keep the roadways in a satisfuctory condition throughoutall
seasons of the year. The material which forms the surface of the road
is worn out, the grade of the road surface has been materially altered
by the wear of vehicles and the effect of storms, and the only
proper remedy is to remove the present covering which has been
ground to powder resulting in an annoyving dusty track in dry weath-
er, and an equally uncomfortable one in wet weather, and replace it
with gravel not less than two inches thick. This would cost, for
labor and material, at least $15,000, while the improvement of the
sidewalk, which lhas become necessary in part, woud cost $5,000
more. As the provision for ordinary maintenance was much less
than this sum, no extensive and material improvement of the Paax-k-
way can be accomplished without a further appropriation of money
for the purpose.

The ultimate satisfactory drainage of this road must depend
upon the co-ordinate improvement of the roadways and the carrying
out of a system of drainage for the contignous property to which
the varying grades of the Parkway is intended to conform. Im the
meanntime, we are compelled to resort to the use of cesspools and
such other temporary expedients for carrying off the water that the
immediate neighborhood affords. A munber of trees which lave
died during the year will need to be replaced in the spring.

CONCOURSE.

The Concourse during the year Las continued to be the mnost
extensively used thoroughfure on the island.  The condition of the
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bituminous concrete was not favorable for comfort, but the irregu-
lar and broken surfaces of the roadway were ameliorated to some
extent by repair in July last. With the appropriations at the
command of the Commissioners for the ensuing year, it will be
possible to restore the road and walk surfaces to a condition cor-
responding to their original construction.

The effects of the stormis and the action of the water on the
shore line in front of the road embankment, has been to add to
our teriitory during the year. This is due partly to the sheltered
position of our property and to some extent to the form of the
embankment, which while affording us all necessary protection
against the inroads of the water, has not invited its force in the
violent form that results ordinarily, from the interposition of rect-
angular structures of piling or stone.

The Concourse continues to be a resort for visitors, to whom the
ocean and the beach, nnobstimeted by incongruous structures, is a
relief and pleasure.  Already, this principal charm and purpose of
Coney Island as a popular summnier resort is being gradually de-
stroyed, for the want of a proper appreciation of a most import~
ant feature. It is not too late, with organized intelligent effort on
the part of the representatives of the best interests of the island, to
reclaim and restore these beauties, but it is doubtful whether, with
the grecd of gain and the opposition of competing interests, this
could be done without legislation.

PARADE GROUND.

During the year the Parade Giround has been used on several
occasions only by military organizations of this city and New
York. Such limited use alone would scarcely justify the mainte-
nance of these beautifully loeated grounds for militwry purposes
solely, 'The want of such facilities for the military of New York is
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a source of constant irritation and eriticisin, and applications for

the Kings County Parade Ground are more numerous from organi-
zations of the First Division in New York than they are from the

second in this city. The Commissioners have been enabled Yo

grant the use of these grounds for military purposes to our neigh-
bors of New York, without detriment to its interests, and it has
afforded them pleasure to do so. These grounds are highly com-
mended by military authorities for the exceptional facilities they
afford for the manceuvres of moderate bodies of troops, wwhile
for batallion and regimental movements they are exceptioxaally
favorable. A more frequent use of these grounds for dril and
inspections, would result in a marked improvement in tacstical
executions and in marching, for which purposes the severa.l ar-
mories are unfitted.

BEDFORD AVENUE.

The care of this avenue, which formerly devolved upon the Com-
missioners, was transferred to the Department of City WorJss in
accordance with the provisions of an act of the Legislature pzassed
last winter. The transfer took place in the month of June, 1 883,
together with an unexpended balance of £3,376.08, the Conra wnis-
sioners being thus relieved of exacting responsibilities, for we- Thich
no adequate provision had heen made,

THE. LIGHTING OF THE PARK-WAYS AND THE APPROACHES TO T HE

PARK.

It has been found desirable to light a portion of the Easstern
Parkway, the increase of travel at might upon this road, betsw=reen
Bedford avenue and the park, rendering it necessary as a safe oruaand
against accident.  An increase in the number of lamps het ween
these two points ought to be provided for next yvear. A like pro-
vision would be serviccable on the Ocean parkway, betweesza the

park and Parkville.
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The lighting of Vanderbilt avenue and Flatbush avenue through

the plaza is and has been done at the expense of the Commission-
ers. These thoroughfares, including the Eastern Parkway, are

essentinlly public streets of the city; the lighting of them should
be provided for in the general contract by the city for lighting street
lamps. Tt was not contemplated that this expense should be in-
curred by the Commissioners out of their Park maintenance fund.
A gas main should be laid along the line of the Eastern Parkway
as far as Brooklyn avenue during the coming season, and a suffi-
cient number of street lamps erected for lighting the parkway; the
lamps at present in use are similar in character to those on the
Park.

Accompanying this report will be furnished the usual Inventory,
Stock Account, Schedule of Employees and the Meteorological
Record for the year. That portion of our working material, in-

_cluding horses, wagons, harness, carts, ete., purchased this year,
are in excellent condition.

Our herd of deer numbers 12 head. Their natural increase is
very small; a number of deaths occurred during the year, several
of these occasioned by attacks of dogs, some from natural causes,
and several were killed in conflicts among themselves.

Our flock of sheep is in good condition; some mortalities oc-
curred, principally among young lambs, and noted in the report.
Sixty-four sheep and one Alderney bull were sold. The number
of our water fowl, consisting of swan, geese and ducks, is not large,
but add a pleasant feature to the waters of the lake in summer
time.

The meteorological records, while limited in their range by our
apparatus, have been carefully kept, and furnish reliable statistics
of the meteorology of the neighborhood. These statistics have
been furnished weekly to the Board of Health of the city; they
have been serviceable to this important department, and have been
made the busis of exchange for similar information with the Health
Departments of all the large cities of the country.

I desire to connnend for faithful devotion to the interests of the
38
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Commission, my assistants in their respective departments, Mr.

John Maguire, general foreman; Mr. William H. Spear, in charge

of office at the Park, and Mr. Harvey T. Davis, head keeper.
Respectfully submitted,

JNO. Y. CULYER,
Chief Engineer and Superintendent.
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RECAPITULATION.

TOTAL NUMBER OF MEX, 274,

Ninth Ward, 86 men. Twenty-seeoud Ward, 65 men,
Twenty-fourth Ward, 10 men. Eichth A §
Twelfth s g - Sixth ‘e T
Twenty-third ‘ T Eleventh ¢ T
Fifth “oe Seventh o 6
Twentieth ‘ 5 ¢ Twenty-tirst “ E
Fourteenth “ 3 ¢ Twenty-fourth ¢ 3
Thirteenth ¢ 3 ¢ Third ‘e 2
Seventeenth o 2 Fourth . 2
Fiuhteenth . 1 man. Nineteenth e 1 man.
Fifteenth s 1 - Lirst ‘ 1 ¢

Flatbush, 16. New York, 2. Coney Island, 1.

LENGTH OF SERVICL.

4 men, 17 years. 30 men. 16 years.

14 ¢ 15 T

T TR

12 1« 410

8 ‘s (J . 8 X3 8 e

Tman 7 ¢ 19« [V

Ymen 5 13
‘10 (X 3 “ 7 Xy 2 [

Bulance under 1 year.
FORCE EMI'LOYED DURING THE MONTHS AS NOTED.
! 1
‘No. working  Average
days. " attendance. Highest No. Lowest No.

January, ... 27 98 120 80
February.....oo0. 0oL 24 102 126 87
Mareh. ... .. oo, 27 126 147 89
April. ..o ooon ool 25 168 211 143
May. oooivee i 27 211 239 180
June. ... 26 12 179 103
duly. ..o 26 158 158 80
Augast L oLl ; 27 111 124 103
September oL oLl ! 25 116 123 110
October. ..o oo 0L 27 110 121 94
November,. . ... ........ 26 98 119 68
December (estimated). . .. 26 107 115 103
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Inventory of Property belonging to the Brooklyn Park Commdis-

stoners :

This inventory includes live stock, such as horses, cattle, sheep,
deer, water fowl.

Furniture, such as office and restawrant equipments, tables,
chairs, ete. ' )

Tools and Supplies, which includes the stock of tools, building
materials, road, ice and mowing equipments and machinery, and
miscellaneous supplies and a statistical report generally.

BTOCK.
Horses on hand January 1, ' Total on hand December 15,
1883, ... 11 883 92
Purchased liorses duriug the i Deer, January 1, 1883...... 18
YeAT. ... ... ... 11 . Birth and presentations .... 5
Died during the year....... 1 CDeaths. ..o 11
Number on hand December " On hand December 15, 1883. 12
15, 1883 ... ... ..ot 21 Pen fowl, January 1, 1883. .. 9
Alderney bull, January 1, Deaths, . ... ... ... 3
1883, ... 1 Birthe ............. .. .... 5
*Sale, during the year, Alder- ~ On hand December 15, 1883. 11
ney bull.......... .. ..., 1 PSWANS L e 8
Number of sheep on hand S Denth ool 1
January 1, 1883. ......... 103 . On hand December 15, 1883. 2
Births.... ................ 81 | Geese and Ducks........... 142
Soles and denths........... 94
FURNITURE.
Tables......... ...t 70 C Desks..... i 10
Chairs.................... 322 Counters....... .......... 3
Wooden settees............ 16 Cnrpets .. ooovenvennn. ... 2
Camp stools. .............. 14 CoSafe. L 1
Clocks............... ... 5 , Sewing machine. ........ .. 1
Looking glasses. ... ........ 9 COBtoves ... 15
TOOLS AND BUPPLIES.

Toolearts. ................ 2 Scuffle hoes............... 9
Canal barrows. ... ......... 8 Garden hoes. .............. 4
Garden barrows. . .......... 2 Hay rakes... ... . ... .. 22
Short hand shovels. ... . ... " 43 Crow Bars.............. ... 35
e spades. . ..., .. 12 Hay Forks................. 21
Picks with handles. ... ..... bh Carpenter Hammers. ... .... 6
Pick mattocks.......... ... 21 CSledyes Lol 13

Grub L. 23 Scythes and snaths. ....... 10



318 REporT OF THE
TOOL8 AND SUPPLIES. —CONTINUED.
AXes...........oiiiinn. 8 + Gardensieve...............
Monkey wrenches........ 12 | Wooden snow shovels. . .. . ..
Umbrellas  for sprmkhng Furnaces (for green-houses).
trucks ...l 12 ! Glass-cutter.... ....... e
Sickles ........ ...l 6 ~ Hayknife.................
Hand saws................ 1 } Dust brushes..............
Buck “ ... ...l 2 + Hand lanterns.............
Galvanized pails........... 42 “ mignals. ... Ll
Rope..........ooiiiiin 500 1bs Blacking brushes...........
Squirteans................ 12 Hand towels...............
Sand screens.............. 8 Street-washer keys.........
Ladders.... .... .......... 6 Padlocks..................
Brooms................... 15 { Hand-cart.................
Mauls..................... 1 I Combs and brushes.........
Oil coats........oovvenn. 18 ! Hat and coat racks.........
Mats.........covviviennnn. 11 Sod-cutters. ...............
Oil squirt cans............. 16 Edging shears. ... .........
Pruning shears............. 15 Pruning knives ............
“OSBWS. ...l 8 ! Hay-cutters........ .......
Reducers.................. 1 Curry-combs. ..............
Carpenters’ plane.......... 1 | Horse brushes.. .. .........
Horse-mowing mnchmes 7 Dandruff brushes ...... ...
Hand ‘ 8 i Nose bags.................
Buckeye * ‘ 1 Sets double harness...... ..
Advance *¢ ‘s 1 ‘¢ single S
Coal hods........ ......... 7 ‘¢ cart “
Cross~cut 8aw8........ ..... 2 Dirt carts.................
Leaf baskets........ ...... 3 Horse dirt trucks. ... ..
Rubber boots, pair.... ..... 8 Lamp wagon........ ......
Edging knife. ... .......... 2 Business wagon............
Piperodsets........ ...... 2 Buggies............. ... ...
Hydrant keys.............. 15 Horse blankets.............
‘e wrenches. ... ..... 12 Sleighs. . ... .o
Wagon jacks............... 2 ‘Water coolers. ......... FA
Long-handle shovels. .. .. ... 13 Andirons. ... .............
Garden rakes.............. 18 American flags............ .
Manure forks. ... .......... 19 Canvass bases (boys)........
Hatchets.... .............. 1 Tinners’ tools, set..........
Mops. ..........oooooennn. 5 Pipe-cutting machine. .. .. ..
Block and fall............. 3 Dies........ooooiiil
S. Wrenches............... 12 Taps.......oo il
Rammers.................. 3 Stone chisel ...............
Stove shovels.............. 6 Breast dnill................
Scrubbing brushes......... 1 Adjustable pipe tongs. ......
Garden trowels............ 8 Airpump .................
Sheep shears............... 2 Blocks.................. .
Water pots................ 36 Lumberrule...............
Bracket lamps............. 39 + Mast plane................
Road Picks................ 55 Sash ¢ LooiiilLLl.
Tile ** .. i, 2 Numbers (set 1)............
Scoop shovels.............. 36 Boring machines,.........,
Station lamps. ........... .. 162 Augers ... ... ...l
Basin scoops............... 5 Rip saw machine. ..........
Long-handle prumng saws. . 2 Mortice TR
Garden syringe............ 1 Tenon e
Thermometers ............. (] . Shipelamp................

w“wmethawgwﬂwwﬂﬂ

[
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TOOLS AND SUPPLIES—CONTINTED.

Vises ..........coiiiinn. 2 . Ronbber coats.............. 10
Grindstones. . .............. 2 * Whistles .................. 72
Gluepot.... ......oovvnnn 1 | Leaferntes................ 8
Benches carps ............ 2 i Hay rack.................. 1
Machinesaws.............. 1 ;. Horse hayrakes............ 2
Set letter dies.............. 1 Snow ploughs.............. 5
Stone trough .............. 3 Iceplanes............c.... 8
Stone boat ................ 2 ‘ SCrBpers ............... 8
Iron wheelbarrows.......... 2 Road ** ... .. ........ 6
Lamp shears, pair.... ..... 1 “ rollers............... 5
Pipetongs ................ 8 Sprinkling trucks.......... 12
Feedbags................. 12 Iron back settees........... 642
Platform scales............ 2 Music-stand seats.......... 828
Hay hooks ................ 1 Rustic settees.............. 81
Dustpans................. 9 Picnic tables and trestles 100
Kalsomine brushes......... 5 Level................ ... 1
Bitand braces ............. 2 Transit ................... 2
Steam pumps.............. 2 Steel chain................ 1
Climbing spurs, pair........ 1 Plumb bobs............... 2
Hand trucks............... 2 Rods ........ccovviivnnnns 23
Small scales. .............. 1 Corn, shelled.............. 4,600 lbs.
Hydraulic jacks............ 2 Osts . ...l 5,600 ¢
Screw G 1 Finefeed.................. 2660 1bs
Cleats. .................... 5 Kegsof Nails,............. (]
Gooseneck................ 3 Pennants. ................. 458
Signal lamps .............. 8 Fence wire, small coil ...... 1
Brass faucets. ............. 7 Tin skating balls. . ......... 8
Washer cutter............. 2 Small supply of assorted
Putty knife................ 1 paints, oils, stationery and
Weed fork................. 4 ! hardware.
Long handle pruning shears. 8 ¢ Gaslampson plaza......... 80
Hosecart ................. 1 Naphtha Gas Lamps. ....... 64
Overcoats ................. 46 Glass Hemispheres. .. ....... 192
Dresscoats................ 49 Iron drinking hydrants. . ... 16
Spring and winter pants.... 84 Stone breaker and Engine. . . 1
Spring and summer coats... 91 Keeper saddles, complete. . .. 4
Hats andeaps.............. 0 *“  bridles............. 4
Shields ................... 63 ‘o ospurs.............. 4 pair
Clubs..................... 15 ‘“ ponchos............ 4
Small assortment of vitrified , Chamois skins............. 5

pipe connections. ....... © Dirt scraper............... 1
Tailor goose . . ........... 1 Rond gratings (except what
Gasplyers................. 1 . areinuse)............... 4
Hat and coat numbers . Basin heads (except what are

(keepers) ........... 90 [ inuse................... 86
Leather hose ... .......... 150 ft. ' Small assortment of '’ and
Hose nozzles ............. 2 2" Tiles................. 1
Streamers, for flag poles.... 3 Naphtha gas tank on wheels 1

PRESENTATIONS.

Gazelle, from Mr. W. A. Hall, 1 Ducks, from Mrs. E. Ridley. 2
Deer, from Mr. G. D. Mackie, 1 Ducks, from Mr. Isaacs. . ... 4
Pea Fowl, from Mr. R. B.

Constantine ............. 1



320 REPORT OF THE

METEROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Latitude, 40° 41 Nonth ; Longitude, 73° 57 West from Greenwich.
Height of Instrument above the sea, 185 feet.

METEROLOGICAL TABLE No. 1.

Table showing the observed height of the Barometer, monthly, for the
year ending December 31, 1883.

i ] ." ; - ¥
Mean | Mean Mean ) E 5
Month. at at at M;z:g) | g Range.
7am |2pm. | 9p. m d
R I
\ |
January...... 30.164 . 30.111 | 30.189 | 30.154 ! 30.508 ' 20.530 .078
February..... 30.155 | 30.170 | 30.210 : 30.178 | 30.517 29.615 .902
March........ 20.977 | 20,222 1 20.977 [ 29.725 | 80.384 & 20.255 | 1.129
April ... ..., 20.702 © 29.791 | 20.838  20.870 | 30.184 l 20.455 .729
May.... ..... 20.757 | 20.777 ¢ 20.816  20.783 \ 30.127 | 20.348 179
June......... 20.866 ° 29.864 | 20.884 2W 871 " 30.201 29.430 ©.855
July .. ... 200975 20.762 0 20.9%2 20.916 © 30.040 * 20.586 ' .454
August....... 120.604 20,999 : 29.903 20.835 30.015 20.476 0390
September.. .| 29.899 = 29.860 L 20.877, 29.878 30,178 20.428 ' 750
October .. .. .. 20.973  20.921 ° 29.919 ' 29.973 30.414 29.363 ' 1,051
November .. ... 20.963 20.801 20.966 29.400 30.310 29.335 « .9%5
December ...., 20899 ' 20.801 20.901 30.200 30.332 29,229  1.103
SR U
Annualmean at TA. M.... ... ... ... L 20.918
Annualmeanat 2P, M. ... ... ... ... . ... 29.844
Amnualmeanat 9P. M.......... ...l e .29.028
Annual menn of 1,095 observations. ... ................... .... 29.940
Maximum February 2d, 2 P. M........ e 30.607
Minimum March 10, 2 P. M. ... ... ... ... . ... ... .......... 29.255
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METEROLIGICAL TABLE No. 2.

DRY.

Table showing the state of Thermometer, monthly, for the year
ending December 31, 1883,

Mean | Mean | Mean 5 | 5 ’
Months. at ' at at E g ! g
T7am  2p.m |9p m a : g
| § | 5 |3
26.80 31.40 28.90 45.00 4.00 | 42.00
29.90 38.80 31.50 56.00 14.00 | 42.00
31.20 © 38.90 38.10 59.00 8.00 { 51.00
43.80 ‘ 52.40 { 46.10 71.00 25.00 | 46.00
53.60 | 67.00 | 57.70 81.50 83.00 1 48.50
64.10 ' 76.60 , 68.60 88.00 52.00 | 36.00
7.60 | 80.00 © 71.90 ' 903.00 55.00 1 38.00
63.60 © 71.30  70.50 T 80.00 - 49.00 | 40.00
62.90 ' 70.40 61.90 81.50 33.00 | 48.50
e e 4970 58,90 53.20 . 79.00 33.00 * 46.00
November.... .....oueeee. 4190 49,00 4460 69.00 ; 20.00 | 49.00
December.............ccovunis 3130 3830 351:}0] ”5{.00 ' iiOO_{_SI()?
Annoalmean, dry, at TA, M. ... .o ... 47.45
Annualmean, dry, at 2P. M.. .. ... .. ... Ll 56.65
Annual mean, dry, at 9P. M............ 51.00
Annual mean, dry, at 1.095 observations. ................ ... ... 51.70
Maximum, dry, July 4th, 2 P. M. ... .. ... ... o 03.00
Minimum, dry, December 23d, TA. M. ... ... ... .. . . 3.00
RADGE . . ottt e e 60.00

40
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 3

WET.

Table showing the state of the Thermometer monthly for the year
ending December 31, 1883,

|

Mean Mean | Mean g ) E !
Months. at at at &8 | E Range.
Tam|2pm 9p m| K | a |
=, R
NN (U M _
January...... ........ 25.60 | 270 1 2080 39.00 2.50 l 36.50
February.............. 26.60 32.00 : 28,10 51.50 1400 ¢ 37.50
March................ 27.50 35.20 ) 30.10 52,00 9.00 | 43.00
April.. ..o 40.30 4020 ) 4200 61.00 20.00 © 32.00
May......ooooveiii 44.50 3030 - 5170 [l 30,50 22.50
June.................. 60. 40 | 6R.80 62,70 TR0 500 0 3L00
July. ... 63.50 72.20 65,50 R2L00 - 53.50 28,50
August. ... 6030 | 6570 G20 D TR0 3L00 0 27.00
Scptember ...l 56.90 ’ 50.20 1 59.00 6800 3550 © 3250
October......... ..... 50.50 5 5250 ! 48.30 72.50 32,50 40.00
Novemwber............. BR50 | 4450 | 41300 6300 20000 T 43.00
December............. 28.80 i 33.00 i 35.00 a1.00 4.00 47.00
Amnual mean, wet, at TA M. ... . 44.30
Aumnual mean, wet, at 2P, M. ... 30.04
Ammual mean, wet, at 9P, M. ... ... Lo 46.21
Aunnual mean, wet, of 1,085 observations. . ........ ... ... . 46.85
Maximum, wet, July 4, 2 P. M...... ... ... 82.00
Minimum, wet, January 23, 7 A M. ... Lo 2.50
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 4.

Table showing the force of Vapor, monthly, for the year ending
December 31, 1883.

l
Menn Mean Mean
Months. | at 1 at Mﬁr;il;]y
7a.m. 2 p. m. 9p m
_ ' | |
January ..., . .138 l 144 .136 .139
Febraary . ... ool 178 1 169 | 169 170
March ................. L1856 i .200 | .190 .192
April....... ... e 208 1 .250 .224 .225
May ..o, .324 .449 .877 .383
Jube ... ... L. 494 1 609 ! 498 .588
July .. ... o ' Rt ' .697 ' .010 .634
August................ .570 627 ! 572 .589
September. .......... ... 518 57 i .526 .538
October. .. ......... . 390 . .420 | .372 .393
November.............. 205 215 ' 179 .199
December .. .......... L1438 .154 : .141 .148
Force of vapor, maximum, July 14, at 2P. M................... R 7id
Force of vapor, minimum, December 22, at TA. M.............. .022
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. §.

Table showing the relalive humidily (saturation being 100) monthly.

= e lAiy —— e
Mean ‘ Mean Mean l
Months. ) at : at at ! }i([)uthly
ean.
Tam | 2pm , Yp m ]
: — ; ‘
JANUATY ..o i .83 i .81 ' .85 .82
Febmary.....oooiveavenen. . R ' .87 .80 .85
March, Lol et .83 .69 .6
April. oo il i L 1 .85 3 .82 .80
May oo { .81 67 .83 .83
June ... o .81 i .50 LY L6
July ..o .86 2 T .78
Aungust.. oo : LY 3 il .
September. Lol L i L6 ) .68 N
October oot ! RO 13 NES vt
November.......... ... ... | WK1 .78 81 LT
December..ooooo oo .70 NES .68 i
Maximum, November 27, at 2 P. M......... .. .. .. ... ..., 100
Minimum, December 22, at 7TA M. ... .. ... L .18
Range...... ..o i e e, .82
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE No. 6.

Table showing the duration and depth of rain, snow and prevailing

winds, monihly, duri mg the ycar emlnzg December 31, 1883.

o i
3
L2 E
L=
MoxTaS. g g,
.58 ¢
2 A . g
4 A X
January......... 17 5 22
February.. ...... 18 7T 19
March......... HEE | 1 16
April .. 10 5 16
May............ 9 4 07
dJune............ 14 2 18
July.... .16 2 .03
August. ......... w7 15
September ...... DT o2 2
October......... 9 5 01
November. ..., 702 14
December.... ....; 11 3

l Minutes,

(34
-

FavLyL oF Sxow.

e S 4

¢

g 8

= 1

g2 g '8 %

B g hatl®

2 5208 3iyg

a [ B) ok -8
= ! %'E | 2 |'§“§-§ g'E
A g 8 =mBFTA

i |
| |

2.610° 3.9% ' 14 | 1340 N.
4138 0.048 11 .930, N.
350 10.378 7.75 . .8s0! 8.
3.715  14.003 | N.
1.356 15452 P8
3.785  19.237 i '8,
2800 1 22087 ' N.
2470 24.507 ¢ | 8. E.
3.170 - 27.677 | NE
4.795 - 32.472 | ' N. E.
830 1 33.342 | {N.W.
1.240 37.322 2(; 2‘,0‘ 274oi N.W.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

OF THE

NEW YORK AND BROOKLYN BRIDGE.

Hon. Sere Low,
Mayor.

In response to your request of the 7th inst., I herewith present
a statement of the business of the New York and Brooklyn Bridge
since it was formally presented to the two cities by the Board of
Trustees on May 24th, 1883. The ceremonies of that day have
been so fully described elsewhere, that no account of them is nec-
essary in this report. During the opening day none were admit-
ted to the bridge except those holding tickets of invitation, but on
the night of that day, between eleven and twelve o'clock, the road-
ways and promenade were thrown open to the public, and since
that time have been in continual use.

The Bridge Railway was opened to public travel on September
24th, 1883, and with the exception of two days, has been in use
continuously since. The rope driving machinery, the engine and
the cable grip, were all especially designed for the bridge railway,
and like all other new and heavy machinery, required adjustment
and trial. This was to have been expected and could not have
been avoided, but notwithstanding all this, within six weeks of the
time the railway was opened the machinery was all adjusted and
adapted, so that since that time every person who has applied for
passage on the cars has been accommodated.



328 RerorT OF THE

The car service at the present time is fully adequate to the de-
mands, and all comers are carried without delay.  The trains aye
being run from six o'clock A. M. until one o'clock A. M., or nine-
teen hours per day, and the interval of time between trains ig
never more than five minutes, and when the requirements of trave
demand it, the trains are run on from two to two and a half mip.
utes headway.

The organization of the maintenance force on the bridge is g5
follows :

One Chief Engineer and Superintendent.
One Assistant Engineer.

POLICE.

One Captain.

One Sergeant.

One Property Clerk.

Three Roundsmen.

Ninety-two Patrolmen.

The patrolmen are divided into three platoons, each under com-
mand of a roundsman, and each is on duty eight hours per day.
The men have been seleeted solely on aceount of the fitness for the
position, and they have discharged their duties with marked
efficiency.

TRANSPORTATION.

The transportation department is constituted as follows :
One Superintendent of Transportation.

One Train Master.

Three Train Dispatehers.

Six Loconiotive Engineers.

Conductors, Yardmen, Couplers, &e.

One Superintendent of Repairs with Helpers.

The collection department is under the superintendent of tolls,
who receives the mouey taken for fares by the collectors, counts
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and deposnts 1t in the bank, and makeq a dmly return of the
amounts to the secretary of-the Board of Trustees.

The machinery for the railway is under the charge of one chief
engineer and three assistants, with the necessary firemen and
oilers.

The amount of business done by the several departments is
shown by the following tabular statement.

Promenade.
pp—— — LT T;_"f,,_,:;:f:_; oL T T R
No. of pas- | Total No. Amount

sengers per ! of per Total

month. ' passengers. month. Amount.
| .
May 25th to 31st........ © 608,456 ! 608,456 &  %6,084 56| 6,684 56
June...........ooiell © 809,100 l 1,577,556 9,091 00 15,775 56
630,144 2,207,700 6,301 44| 22,077 00
599,200 | 2,806,900 5,992 00, 28,069 00
578,500 | 3,885,400 5,785 00| 33,854 00
460,756 | 3,816,156 i 4,607 50; 38,461 56
403,844 | 4,250,000 | 4,038 441 42,500 00

Vehicles.
Amount Total

per month. Amount.

|
May 25.. oottt et | $3,376 02 |  $3,376 02

JUBC. v s eneeareee e e e e | 8,882 00 12,258 02
Jaly. ... | 6,203 98 18,551 00
August, ... ..., L 6,088 00 24,590 00
September ... ..., Il | 6,136 00 30,726 00
October........... ... ... . . . i | 5,88 44 | 36,612 44
November. ... .. ... ... ... .. . ... ... .. ... . ........ i5,545 56 | 42,158 00

| L
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Railway.
No. of pas- | Total No. . Amount
sengers per of per : Total
month. passengers. | month. Amounxt.
l |
! i
September 24 to 80 in- , |
clusive............... 43,080 43,080 | #2,154 00; 32,154 00
October................ 477,700 520,720 23,885 00; 26,039 00
November.............. 561,520 1,082,300 28,076 00, 54,115 00
Very respectfully submitted,
WM. C. KINGSLEY,
[ ] .
President.

BroorryN, December 26, 1883.



REPORT

CITY CLERK.

Crry CLERk’s OFFICE, 1
BROOKLYN, January 15, 1884, |

Hon. Sera Low, Mayor.

SR :

I have the honor to transmit the following statement of licenses
issued and fees received for and during the year ending December
31, 1883:
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Billiard Tables........ ........ T (@) &3 00 %2, 3970
Bowling Alleys.............o.... 71 ¢ 300 353 W
Junk Dealers. ... oo oL, 47 ' ¢ 3 00 1, 234w
Pedlers or Hawkers. ......... ... 1,577 “ 3 00 4, T3100
Drivers of Hacks, Cabs, Omnibusey 68 ' G 100 GS8 o)
Cabs. ... oo i 30 “ ; 1 50 38 50
Hacks......... .. ... o« 3 00 =216 00
Express.......coooeeiiiiiia 458 “ } 3 00 1,3710
Carts. .....oiiiienin i 382 o 150 S3T30
Trucks. ... veee i 831 “ i 2 00 1,662 (K
Dirt Carts.......eoeoiienen... 233 ¢ 50 116 350
Dogs. .o e 6,306 | ¢ | 2 00 12,612 \
Fire Worky, retail. ... ... ... ... 317 ¢ 2 00 1,134 00
¢ wholesale........... 3 ¢ 10 00 30 00
Intelligence Office.... .......... 29 “ 25 00 25 00
| €9 ' “ 150 001
Theatres. . ... ooviveiieenn. ... | 4 s 75 00y 1,650 0
Ticflet Speenlators. .. ... ........ K 10 |+« 100 00 1,000 K
Shaaghter Houses. ....... ... . 13 | e 25 00 325 W
asg o« 300 00
Pawn Brokers, ........oceeunnn. 9 [ 100 00) 7,400 00
BULOS . o ! 25 . 15 00 375 00
Shooting Gallery.... ........... 13 ‘ ) 5 00 G5 00
Railroad Cars......... .... .... 25 b I 20 00 14,5 00
CITCNS. . e iie it eeen 1 “ 500 00 300 K
Circus and Menagerie . .......... ‘ 1 “ - 750 00 750 00
Common Shows ........ ....... e I S
Auctioneers. ... c.oiiiiiea e | 12 i 100 00 1,200 o0
Badges........ coivniinnn e T2, . ¢ 30 231 80
Plates. ... ..ot i 23 “ 25 6 25
Dog Tags. oo iiienanannn 6.306 “ 10 330 60
Dog Fines. ..o i o ! 83 50
Interest on Pawnbrokers’ Licenses .. ... . ..., .. ..co .00 oL 16 ¢7
i %56,259 62

The total amount of fees received during the year 1883, amount-
ing to the sum of fifty-six thousand two hundred and fifty-nine £,
(56,259.62) dollars have been paid into the city treasury.

The total amount of fees received during the year 1882, for the
same class of licenses was fifty-one thousand nine hundred and
fourteen [ (51,914.40) dollars, showing an increase of receipts
during the year 1883, of four thousand three hundred and forty-
five 5, (4,345.22) dollars, during the early part of 1882, from Jay.
uary 1 to April 1, 51,744 was received for licenses for occupationg
~which, under the Revised Ordinances adopted April 5, 1882, diq
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uot require license, deducting this amount from the increase of
fees for 1883, will leave the net increase £2,571.22,

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM J. TATE,
City Clerk.

OrFicE oF THE CrIY Tumsmmz,}
Brooxryy, January 15, 1884.

I do hereby certify that the amount of fifty-six thousand two
hundred and fifty-nine 3, (56,259.62) dollars, has been deposited
in the City Treasury by Williaun J. Tate, City Clerk, as certified
to by hiw, as liceuse fees and dog fines collected during the year
1883.

W. H. FLEEMAN,
City Treasurer.

OrricE or THE Boirp or AUDIT,}
BrookLyy, January 15, 1884.

I have compared the returns from the City Clerk’s Oftice with
the applications made to the License Bureau, from January 1,
1883 to December 31, 1883, and find the same correct, the amount
$56,176.13, has been deposited in the City Treaswry and returns
made to the Comptroller therefor.  There has also been received
383.50 for dog tines, which amount has also been deposited in the
City Treasury, also $4.92 costs in eivil actions.

WM. A. BROWN,

Accountant.
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SUPERINTENDENT OF TRUANT HOME.

Troant Home, New Lots,
Kmas Co., November 30, 1883. |

Hon. Serr Low, Mayor of the City of Brooklyn :
Sm:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-
cation of the 20th inst., requesting the annual report of this Insti-
tution, and in reply thereto, beg leave to present the following:

Number of Inmates in Home, January 1, 1883............. 52
“ “ since admitted.. ... ............ .. ... 148

“ “ discharged .............. ... ... ... 138

“ “ remaining .. ... ..., 62

Number of Days’ Board, from January 1 to November 30,
1883 :

In January, 1,484—Average Number of Inmates...... ... 48
“ February, 1,271— “ L 46
“ March, 1,467— “ “ . 48
“ April,  1,786— “ “ 60

“ May, 2,210— * C 72



336 REPORT OF THE

In June, 2,336—Average Number of Inmates. ... ... .. . R
“ July, 2,163— “ R - 0
“ August, 1,652— s O . 54
“ Septber, 1,248 “ 2 - 9
“ Qctober, 1,532— “ “ . 50
«“ Nov'ber, 1,776— “ O . 59

Total.. .18,925 Daily average . ... ...l - 57
|

Dec. 31, 1882. By balance. . ... ... ittt . RGT1

{Unpaid bills of 1882. ... ... .. ... iiiiiiiat. T4T 9%
Leaving a deficiency for 1892, of .. .. ... ....coen.... 276 T
I .

Jan. 232, 1883. Appropriation for maintenance, supplies and repairs.

) by Board of Estimate. ... ... ... ... ......... 23,000 00

June 30, ¢ By resolution of Common Council, from contingencies' 150 0
Sept. 29’ X3 “" X3 [X] X (X 600 ()0

) £35, 750 00

Jan. 22, 1883.|Appropriation for salaries, by Board of Estimate. ... .. 4,500 00

Jan. 25, ¢ |By resolution of Common Council, from contingencies 1,00 00
TOAL ..ttt eee e et 311,250 00
1

Sold under resolution of Common Council, -one calf,
(36.00), paid to Comptroler and placed to eredit of

3 £6) 1 T R 6 00

311,256

Totnal appropriation, by Board of Estimate, for 1882...;811,522
Sold cow and calf, which was placed to credit of Home 40 00

211,562 00

Making the appropriation for 1883, £306.00 less than
for 1882

Money expended up to November 30, 1833 :

$3,181 01

For Maintenance and Supplies........... ..., ...
4,995 00

Salaries of Employees for eleven months. ... ..., ..

Making in the aggregate, to date............ $10,176 01
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On account of furnishing milk to the boys {to the total exelu-
sion of coffee), the expenses are comparatively larger than last
year, but our Physician and Committee are of opinion that the
change from coffee to milk has been a decided improvement in the
health and general appearance of the boys, but even with the addi-
tional expense for milk, new stoves, furnaces, new stove pipe, new
zincs, etc., the expenditure up to this date is not so large by
$739.15, as it was last year.

The yield from Farm is as follows:

Potatoes . ........... S 325 bushels.
Cabbage ............. ... il 700 heads.
Beans . ... ... ... 30 bushiels.
Peas.. ... e 20 o«
Lettuce. .....co v 200 heads.
Radishes............ .. i, 250 bunches
Carrots . ... e 270 bushels.
Cucumbers ............ .. i 1,200
Beets........coi i 65 bunches
Sweet Corn............ .. ... i 11,500 ears.
Field “ ... . 10,500 «
Tarnips.. ..o 45 bushels.
Tomatoes . ...........iviiiiinnnnnn... 40 =«
QUINCOS. . .ottt e et e 3 «
Parsley ........... .o 50 bunches
OnIOmS. . . ..ottt e 3 «

Products sold, and money received for same:

Sweet Corn, 6,500 ears with stalks................... $65 00
Field Corn Stalks......... ... ... ... ........... 10 00

7 Bushels Tomatoes, @ 25¢.........cccvveeennn... 17
50 Barrels Carrots, @ 65¢. . ... ......cvvureenn.. 32 50

$109 25
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Materials and supplies, ete., purchased:
To Veterinary Surgeon, attending horse for six weeks;
medicine, &€. .. ..o e 15 )
Kerosene oil. ... 6 9
Crockery,etc. ..o 11
Drugs, prescriptions............ooiiiiiiii L. 12
Repairs to pipeonrange........oooviiiiiiiian ... 1 5
3loads of manure......... ... . ... ool 15 o
3 barrels seed potatoes.. ....... ... ..ol 10 50
Seedsof various kinds. .. ... ..ot . 4 95
Shoe strings........ccoiviiiiie ittt 2 50
Nails, screws, etC . ..o iii ittt i 4 8¢
Glass, putty, etc. ... ... il 5 92
Alcohol, for cleaning purposes.............. . ..c..... 4 50
Repairstoharness. . ............ oo i, 3 60
1 whip, $1.50; 1 flynet, $2.25.. . ... ... . .. ... ..., 37
1 Dutch collar and boot.. ... ........ ... oL 4 25
Bought in the spring of the year, 3 barrels of potatoes for
use of house and boys............ ... ... .. ... 900
Postage stamps...... ... .. o il 90
$114 45
TIME TABLE
Rising Bell........ ... . .. .. 6.00 .ax
Lavatory........... ..o il 6.15 «
Breakfast......... oo i 7.00 «
School room, for study, until. . ........... ... ..., 8.00 «
Recreation. wmtil.. ... ... ... i, 9.00 «°
School room, moring session, until............... 12.00 .
Dinner. ... ... i 12.00 m.
Recreation, until. ... ................... e 1.00 p. M.
5:hool room, afternoon session, until.. . ... ... ... 3.00 “
Recreation,watil. ....... ... ... .. ... .. 430 «
Supper, Summer.. ... ... o e 5.00 «
“ Winter.. ... 430 “

Recreation, Swnmer, until....................... 7.30 «
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Recreation Winter, until........................ 6.00 p. M.

Dormitory, Summer. ...l 8.00 «
“ Winter..........oooiiiiiii 7.00 «

The teachers are ever present with children, whether in the
school rooms, play ground or dormitories, a constant supervision
is kept over them.

Of the inmates I can speak favorably. Their conduct and morals
have been as good as could be expected from the sort of boys we
have to deal with, a majority of whom have been taken from the
poorest class of society. Brought up in ignorance and vice, and
allowed to have their own way in everything, it is but natural
that they should eventually find their way out “to the Home.”

The time for which children are committed here (14 weeks), I
consider too short to make much impression on them. I would
recommend that no boy be released until he has served at least
six months in the Institution, and then only on the recommenda-
tion of the Superintendent and teachers, as they, having constant
watch over him, are able to see any reform that may have taken
place during his stay in the Institution, and would be able to judge
whether the child would be benefitted by the release or not.

The health of the c¢hildren has been excellent, not a single case
of any contagious disease occurring during the year. No sore eyes,
or skin diseases (so very prevalent in other institutions) can be seen
at the Home.

I desire to commend the teachers, Mr. Martyn and Mr. Tassie,
for their zealous attention to the children’s studies and deportment.
Their School report accompanies this one.

The necessary repairs, such as to doors, putting in glass, repair-
ing pumps, removing the fallen walls of area-ways (which gives
more light and air to the basement), filling in of old cistern (for
which the Common Couneil appropriated $25) have all been done
without any expense whatever to the city.

New stoves and furnaces. at an expense of 2347, have been fur-
nished during the year, so that the Institution, at present, is in a
far more comfortable condition than it has been for some time, and
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makes a most desirable home for the little erring ones who may be
committed to our care.

Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH WAGNER, Jr,
Superintend ent.

To the Superintendent of the Brooklyn Truant Home :
" Sm:
In pursuance of the usual custom, we present herewith oxax An-

nual Report:
Under instruction from December 1, 1882 to November 30,

1883 L e . 196
Average daily attendance. . ... ... ... Lol .08

Of 155 boys received during the year:

Did not know the Alphabet . ... ... ... oo oL . 13
Could read in First Reader and Primer................. . 8
“ Second Lo . 30

“ Thivd ... o 1

165

Had never studied Arithmetic...................... ... . . 4
“ some knowledge of same............ e i e 115
Commenced at Long Division, or Fractions.............. . 2%
155

Could not write with pen or pencil.. ..............oovie - . B
“  write a little with pencil onslate.. ....... ... ... .- 37

“ “  with pen in Copy-book No. 1............... .- 69
€ . «“ No.2,8.....ccivie-n 2%



SUPEB_mTENDm'r oF Truaxt HoOME. 341

Did not learn Geography..........c.ooiuiunentiiinnannn. 110

Were learning L 45
155

Attainments of 148 boys who have left the Institution from De-
cember 1, 1882, to November 30, 1883.

IN READING

Readin Primer............ ..o o i, 24
“ First Reader..............ooviiiiiiiia 48
“  Becond L 28
“  Third % e 34
“  History of United States....................... 14
148

IN ARITHMETIC.
Addition to Long Division.............cociiiiiienn.n. 72
Fractions........ ... ... . i 34
Decimals, Federal Money, &c...........cooviiivinnn... 28
Per Centage, Interest, &c..............ov i, 14
148

IN GEOGRAPHY.
Did not study Geography............. .. ...l 72
Learning Primary Geography........................... 62
“  Intermediate Geography....................... . 14

1% |
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IN WRITING.

Wroteon slates. . ... o - N
“ incopybooks, 1,2......... ... i L . %
“ “ 3,6, 8. e . 48
148
PRESENT STANDING OF THE 8CHOOLS. o
Whole number in attendance........................... 48
IN READING.
Learning Alphabet........ ... .. ... ... .. ... L. 1
Readin Primer....... ... .. . i i, 6
“ TFirst Reader........ccooooi ... 13
“ 0 Second K L e 10
“  Third i e e 18
48
IN ARITHMETIC.
Learning tables, Mental Arithmetic...................... all
“  Addition to Long Division..................... 30
“  Vulgar Fractions. ...................oovii 16
“  Deeimal  “ L. 2
48
IN GEOGRAPHY.
Do not study Geography........ ... i i i 30
Monteith’s, First lessons in..........covuvennnnnnnnnnns 10
«“ Manual of. ... .. i e 8
48
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IN WRITING.
Write onslates.. ... i 1
“ imecopybooks, 1, 2........c il 29
“ “ 408 18

School exercises are as follows :
Monday---Spelling, Reading, Arithmetic, Writing and Dictation
exercises. A
Tuesday—Spelling, Reading, Intellectual and Written Arithme-
tic, Grammar, Geography, and Writing.
Wednesday—As on Monday.
Thursday—As on Tuesday.
Friday—Spelling, Reading, Dictation, as review lessons, with
first lessons in Composition.
Saturday—is taken up with house cleaning, bathing, inspection
and changing of clothing, &e. '
Sunday—Religious exercises—Protestant, from 9 A. M. to 104
A. M. Catholic, from 103 A. M. to 113 A. M.
Respectfully submitted,
EUGENE MARTYN,
THOMAS TASSIE,

Teachers.
TroanTt HoME, November 30, 1883.
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INeEBrRIATES HOME.

INEBRIATES' HoME For Kmngs Couxnty,
Forr Haxirroy, Dec. 1, 1883.
Hon. SerH Low, Mayor of the City of Broolkiyn:
Sin:

In compliance with your communication of the 20th of Novem-
ber, requesting details of the operations of the Inebriates’ Home
for Kings County for the year ending October 31, 1883, I would
respectfully submit the following:

During the year ending October 31, 1883, the Home has re-
ceived from the Comptioller of the city of DBrooklyn the sum of
$33,727.50, and from the County towns, §2,332.52, making a total
of £36,060.02, being the percentage of exeise moneys appropriated
for this institution by the Legislature.

The total number of cases treated during the year was 481.

This amount received from excise moneys, unless largely ang-
mented by receipts for hoard, would not have permitted us to have
reccived and taken carve of the large number of people that we have.
This latter amounted during the last twelve months to the sum of

$32,138.77.
43
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Of the moneys received from all sources, £9,650.45 has reen ex.
pended for permanent improvements on buildings and - grroung
and £3,9635.66 for furnishings, making a total of $13,616.1 1, “’]li(»],’
was for more or less permanent improvements, and whichh xnust j,
deducted from the total receipts in order to show the actual cost of
maintenance.

The following statisties will indicate the movements and cond-
tions of the paticents in the Home during the past year:

There were remaining in the Home November 1, 1832, 133 i)g.
tients—Males, 118 ; females, 15,

There were admitted during the year 348, making a total of 481
Muales, 417 ; fenales, 64.

The number discharged during this time was.......... . ... 347
The number died during this time was. ... ... ..., 1
The number transferred to other institntions was......... .. 12
Total..........co i e e, 360
There were remaining on November 1st, 1883—DMales, 104;
females, 17 . ..o, i i i it 121
Total. o e 481

The social conditions of the 481 patients were as follows :

MALES.
Married . o e s 209
D 1124 L S PP 173
oW oIS, o s 35
FEMALES.
Mamiod. oo s 47
Sl . e 6
Widows......... PP 11
Grand total of patients dwing the year............... 481
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The oldest patient was 69 years.
The youngest patient was 18 years.

Nativity of patients under treatment :

United States. ......coovt it it e i 345
England............. P 24
Ireland.... ... . .. e 82
Scotland.. ...t e 6
France. ... ... ... e 3
GeITANY . ..o ettt ittt ittt ieaaeaeaanns 14
British Provinces... . .. ... i e 6
SPaill. . .o e 1

Total.. . ... i e 481

During the greater portion of the year the institution has been
full to overflowing, thercby obliging us to refuse many worthy ap-
plicants for admission.

I have still to complain of the want of accommodation for the
better class of female patients, applications for which are being
constantly made, and as far as I am able to leaun there is no insti-
tution for the acconnnodation of such patients in the whole United
States where they can be properly and judiciously treated, a need
which in my judguent is very pressing.

In conclusion, allow me to thank you for the interest which you
have in our institution, and to re-assure you of my constant effort
to maintain its reputation and inerease its usefulness.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
JAMES A. BLANCHARD, M. D,
Medical Superintendent.
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InepriaTiy HoMe vor Kixas Covsry, 1
IForr Haniuros, December 11, 1883,
How. Sern Low, JMagyor of the City of Brooklyn :
Sik:
In reply to the inquiries contained in your favor of the 7th -
stant, I beg leave to submit the following :
Of the 4S1 cases treated during the year ending October 30,
1883; 208 were charity patients and 183 were boarding patients.

Thirty of the boarding paticnts were from the eity of Brooklyn.
All of the 208 charity patients were from the City of Brooklyn
and Itings County, to the best of our knowledge and belief, as we
are not legally allowed to take any others.
The total number of days care given to charity paticnts wus
30,195.
The total number of days eare given to boarding patients was
16,329.
The total number of duys care given to employees was 10,173,
The total number of days cave for all together was 56,697, .
As requested, 1 enclose printed copy of our last report.
Our Treasurer’s report not being printed, I enclose eopy of the
salue.
T am, sir, very respectiully yours,
JAMES A. BLANCHARD, M. D,
Medical Superintendent.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

T'he followipg is the report of the Treasurer of the Inebriates’ Home
fm AMJS Uounlz/ _/m [/w year t’nduu I)ecember 31 1882.

RECEIPTS. .
From board money..........00 oL 34865 31
From Comptroller of the City of Brooklyn. .. 32,702 5V
From County Towns, per Excise Comimis-
L T ' 1,533 58

09,181 89
DISBURSEMENTS.

Muintenance.

Paid fur wroceries and provisions. . ... .. co &33,340 08
coal, wood, Astral oil and guwlmc 4,890 81

¢ medicines, medieal  attendanee,’ :
prrses il hospital, &e...ooval .l . 2,462 07
¢ elothing ... oo i 1,434 15
¢ express and other wagons, farm, &e. 1,117 67
“ helpandlabor....oooooiiiiLL 1,626 30
*¢ advertising, printing and stationery 1,219 13
*¢ newspapers and periodieals Lo \ 153 44
*“incidental expenses. ... | 306 79
st aaluries of officers . L L. ... i 3,008 46
“ rent of otfice in Brooklyn.......... : 480 00
o insSurnnee. ... .. e e 368 02

*50,930 91
Building and Improvements.
Paid for moving and building houses, prading’
greunds for same, pointing and painting.
main bunilding and barns, building wall

and paving qutters. ... oo i, : &10,084 50
Paid for furnishing, furniture, &e.......... 4,824 72
Balance, Janwary 1, 1853, )
Paid on aceount of indebteduess. ., ... ... .. i 2,435 20
—_— &G69,181 39
(Signed)

WAL M. THOMAS,
T'reasurer.
Examined the above account of the Treasurer and found the same to be
correct.
(Signed)
J. W. RICHARDSON,

Awuditor,
Broeklyn, Jan, 2sth, 1883,
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Fortr HamirtoN, December 15, 1883.

Hon. Serr Low, Mayor of the City of Brooklyn :
SIk:

In my communication of the 11th instant the answers to two of
your questions were omitted, by mistake in copying, and were as
follows: The total number of days for the 30 boarding patients
from Brooklyn was 2,335. Of the 298 charity patients, 3 were
from the County Towns and 295 were from the city of Brooklym.
The total number of duays’ care for the 3 patients from the County
Towns was 106 days. Hoping you will overlook the omission, I
am, sir,

Very respectfully yours,
JAMES A. BLANCHARD,
Med. S,
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POLICE JUSTICES

OF BROOKLYN

FOR

1883.

Axprew WarsH, City Hall Police Court,

Garrerr Bencey, First District Police Cowrt, cor. Court and
Butler Streets.

FreDpERICK S, Massey, Second District Police Court, cor. Gates
and Reid Avenues.

CHARLES Narnrr, Third District Police Court, cor. Montrose
Avenue and Humboldt Strect.
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CITY HALL POLICE COURT.

To the Honorable SerE Low, Mayot :
DEAR SIn:

The enclosed is a statement of the business transacted in the
City Hall Police Court from January 1st, 1883, to December 31st,
1883, inclusive:

Respectfully yours,
ANDREW WALSH,
Police Justice.
January 9th, 1884,
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TABLE A.

Showing the whole number of persons arraigned in the City Hall
Police Court according to the months, and the offenses
charged for the year ending December 31, 1883,
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TABLE A.—(Continued.)
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TABLE B.

Showing the disposition of persons arralgned in the City Hall Polize
Court, for the year ending December 31, 1883,

' : e A
| & El | 2 L%k
E Etdl ! ¥ € 5§ 8 Ei
B IFIFG RSN
S E 222252 2282 A&,
Penitentiary ..............0 38 27 28 38 27 35 31 44 11 13 43 39 31
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FIRST DISTRICT POLICE COURT.

To the Hon. Srre Low, Mayor :

DEAR SIR:

I have the honor to submit herewith the statements of the busi-
ness transacted in the First District Police Cowrt from January 1,
1883, until December 31, 1883, inclusive,

Very respectfully,
GARRET BERGEN,
Police Justice.

January 7, 1884.
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TABLE A.

Showing the whole number of persons arraigned in the First Dis-

trict Police Cowrt, according to the months and the offenses

charged, for the year ending December 31, 1883,
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TABLE B.

Showing the Disposition of Persons arraiyned in the Fivat Distric
Police Court for the Year vmlm_] Decendber 31, 1883,
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SECOND DISTRICT POLICE COURT.

To the Honorable Sxra Low,
Mayor :

Dear Sik:

I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of the busi-
ness transacted in the Second District Police Court, from the
twelfth day of February, 1883, to the thirty-first day of Decem-
ber, 1883, inclusive.

Respectfully yours,
F. 8. MASSEY,

- Police Justice.
January 7th, 1884.
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TABLE A.
Sicwing the whole Number of Persone dvraigned in the Second
Listyict Potice Court, according to the Offenses charged,
Jor the year endig December 31, 1883,
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TABLE A.—Continued.
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TABLE B.

Showing the Disposition of Persons Arraigned in the Second Dis-
trict Police Court for the Year ending December 31, 1883.
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THIRD DISTRICT POLICE COURT.

To the Honorable SetH Low, Mayor :
DEar Sir:

The enclosed is a statement of the business transacted in the
Third District Police Court from January 1, 1883, until December
31, 1883, inclusive.

Very respectfully,
CHARLES NAEHER,
Police Justice.
January 7, 1884
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TABLL A

Showing the whole nuader of persons arraiyned in the Third Dis-
trict Police Court, according to the months and the offenses
charyged, for the year ending December 31, 1883:
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TABLE A.—Continucd.
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TABLE B.

Showing the disposition of persons arraigned tn the Third District
Police Court for the year ending December 31, 1883,
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